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Well | finally arrived homeafter a few years living on ice fields; in igloos; and huts made of all kinds of
material and learning a great deal about the Antarctic and Arctic. It also gave me an opportunity tc
encounter a variety of individuals that enlightened me on their favexiorer and/or expedition. One such
explorer group was that of the Burke and Wills Expedition back in 1860 (Figureé).l Blowever, their
expedition was not an Antarctic or Arctic expedition, but rater an expedition across the interior of Australia
(Figure 2).

by Neal E. Danielson
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Figure 16 Burke & Wills Crossing Australia

The Burke and Wills (Figure 1 top left, Scott #3337)
expedition departed fronMelbourne, Australia on 20 August
1860 (Figure 1 top right Burke & Wills on horseback departing
Mel bour ne, Scott #3338)-1861)aRob
Irish soldier and police officer was appointed to be the leader of
the Mctorian Exploring Expedion. William JohnWills (1834
1861) an English surveyor and astronomical observer who had
some training as a surgeonasvassigned second in command. Figure 2
The Expedition was the first to cross Australia from the south to Burke & Wills Expedition Route
north from the Victoria settlenmé to the Gulf of Carpentarialhe
Expedition consisted of 19 men, 23 horses and 27 camels. They
reached the settlement of Menindee on 23 September 1860 where several individuals in the party resigne
including G. J. Landells and Dr. Hermann Beckler the mediffeger. On 11 November 1860 they reached
Cooper Creekand Burke decided to make a dash for the Gulf of Carpentaria leaving a party behind to
establish a depot and his party of four, including Wills reached Flinders River on 9 February 1861.

The Journey back to the south was slow and hampered by tropical monsoon downpours and th
weakened the already endangered psufferingfrom starvation and exposure to the elements. One of the
party members, Mr. Gray died before they reached GoGpeek. After burying Gray they reached the
depot on 21 April 1861 (Figure 1 bottom left, Scott #3339) and they found that some of the party neve
reached Cooper Creek and those that was left behind had departed about nine hours before they arriv
Burke, Wills and King attempted to reach Mount Hopeless, a settlement further south (Figure 1 bottom right
Scott #3340), but they failed and returned to Cooper Creek. Wills urged Burke and King to continue anc
leave him behind with some food and water. I8\Viilied at Cooper Creek and Burke died soon after on or
about 28 June 1861. King survived with help from the Aborigines when he was rescued by Alfred Howitt.
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They retrieved Burke and Willsé bodies andurkeook
and Wills were honored at a State Funeral on 23 January 1863 and were buried in Melbourne Gener
Cemetery.

Australia has a long history of explorers and
scientists above and beyonBurke and Wills,
especially when it comes to Australians having
contact with the Antarctic Continent. The Antarctic
Treaty discussed in Part VII brought in a large
number of Australians who were involved as
Australia has laid claim to a large portion tife )
Continent, their piece of the pie, such as the- sub Australian Amach't?C”;Zrﬁtory ssue of 2009
Antarctic islands of Heard and Macquarie. Anyone
who lays claim to any territorial portion must inhabit
and usat for the claim to be valid and recognized by the other parties. Since Austrattafiad bases on
the continent, besides thislands, such as Mawson; Wilkes; Casey and Davis they have the right to issue
separate stamps for use by these bases and islands in the Australian Antarctic Territory. Prior to spec
stamps being issued fromuétralian Antarctic Territory, Australian stamps were used for postage from the
continent

In an effortto bringatnt i on t o the i mpor t aradd&outh)f and dglaeierskaadr t
the impact of global warming on these areasAhbstralian Antarctic Territory issued two stamps on March
14, 2009 (Figure 3) featuri nowpetrebisahirdon therfntarctic a
continent that breeds and inhabits padd icebergs and ice floes. Ifthesnpwet r el 6 s f ood s
diminish or disappeatue to global warming their population will be in jeopardy. The $2.05 stamp of a jade
iceberg represents the great beauty and nature of the Antarctic. Both stamps have a special ice crystal Ic
thatwill appear oreachstampof participating countries
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Figure 40 STAMPEX 2010 Adelaide, Australia
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The STAMPEX 2010 Stamp Show was held at
Drill Hall, Torrens Parade Ground, Adelaide, South
Australia from Friday, August 20, 2010 through
Sunday August 22, 2010. A souvenir sheet (Scott
#L149b) was issued-80-10 to commemorate the
event (Figure 4). Thstamps depicted on the souvenir
sheet were the $2.05 stamp of the jade iceberg (Scott
#L149) and the Burke and Wills stamp (Scott #3337).
The use of the Burke and Wills stamp on the souvenir
sheet relates back to the expedition that these two
explorers #empted in the south to north crossing of
the Australia Continent in 1861 and their deaths at
Cooper Creek. When Alfred Howitt retrieved the
bodies of Burke and Wills his first stop was at Figure 5
Adelaide before journeying on to Melbourne and Drill Hall, Adelaide, South Australia
when Burke and W$ received a State Funeral on 23
January 1863 that same day another explorer by the
name of Stuart and hisompanions had successfully completed a soottth crossing and were being
honored that day in Adelaide. The Stamp Show provided 350 frames @kttve exhibits including
National Level Picture Postcard Exhibits (Figure 5).

New Zealand is another country that has a foothold on the Antarctic and has conducted a humber
scientific experiments on themntinent, as well asending ouexpedition parties that have established bases
on thecontinent. On February 1, 1984 the New ZealandiBastd a series of four stamps on Antarctic
Research (Figure 6).

Geology Biology Glaciology Meteorology

The Antarctic Research stamps i |l uded the 247

nc
Gl aci ol ogy ( Sc o iMeteorldgy GBoott#784h d t he 7O0A

New Zealand has laid claim to a pie section of the Antarctic dating
back to 1923 when Great Britain handed over Stewart Island
approximately 900 miles north of the South Pole (Figure 7).  This
triangular section is now called the Ross Dependency. lansed in
honor of a British Naval Officer James Clark Ross (18862), who
took his shipii E r e laecempanied by thé T e r raondrsailed to the
Antarctic and managed to break through theinc&840to anisland that
now bears his name. Ross Dependengyai pie shaped section

originating at the South Pole and includes part of Victoria Land, Ross Is* Figure 7
Ross Dependency
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