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    by Neal E. Danielson                        

 

        Operation Deep Freeze is considered by many to be the militaryôs most difficult peacetime mission 

because of the harsh Antarctic environment. The military has conducted the mission since 1955, which 

involves active duty, Guard and Reserve personnel from the Air Force, Navy, Army and Coast Guard.   In 

addition to Air Force airlifts, sealift support consists of a Coast Guard icebreaker, a Military Sealift 

Command tanker, a Military Sealift Command-Chartered dry cargo ship, the container ship MV American 

Tern and the Navyôs Cargo Handling Battalion one from Williamsburg, VA. 

 

        Paul Allman Siple who was very knowledgeable of the 

Antarctica Continent (Figure 1) was excused from his duties 

with the Army by the Department of Defense and ordered to 

take over the scientific projects for Task Force 43.  Siple 

made expeditions to the region since 1928 when he was only 

19 years old he accompanied Admiral Byrd on one of his 

many explorations of the Antarctic.  

 

        The U. S. Navy already had a record of earlier 

exploration in Antarctica.  As early as 1839, Captain Charles 

Wilkes let the first U. S. Naval expedition into Antarctic 

waters.  In 1929, Admiral Richard E. Byrd established a 

naval base at Little America I, led an expedition to explore 

further inland, and conducted the first flight over the South 

Pole.  After WWII, from 1946-47, Byrd was instrumental in 

the Navyôs Operation Highjump that charted most of the 

Antarctic coastline.  

 

        South Pole Station was given the go-ahead, but a 

support base had to be built at McMurdo Sound. An 

additional station, Little America V, was also required near the old site of the former Little America(s) to 

provide support for the building of Byrd Station.  On December 18, 1955, Siple arrived at McMurdo Station 

in mid-December 1955 and in early January 1956 he made a flight to the South Pole with Admiral Byrd, 

Officer in Charge of the U. S. Antarctic Programme 1955-1957.  They were unable to land in order to 

examine the surface conditions on the plateau. This did not deny the 18 men the opportunity to witness for 

the first time in history the sunrise and sunset on the South Polar Plateau.  On February 3, 1956, Admiral 

Byrd and Paul Siple boarded a plane at McMurdo and returned to the United States. That would be the last 

trip for Admiral Byrd, as he died March 11, 1957 at the age of 68.  At the age of 48 Siple had hoped to spend 

more time with his family. Furthermore he was deeply displeased with the decision that the IGY stations 

would have split commands whereby there would be a scientific leader and a military leader.  He tried to 

ignore their requests to take over the scientific leader at the South Pole but, once again, he found it 

impossible to say ónoô to his friend Admiral Byrd and the U. S. Department of Defense. Only one 

consolation was offered in that if he was not satisfied that it would be safe to live at the Pole, he could call it 

off.  At the end of October 1956 he found himself aboard the first U.S. Air Force plane to fly over the South 

Pole (it did not land), giving him the distinction of having been aboard the first two USAF aircraft to fly over 

the geographic poles.  On November 30, 1956, the advance construction party was flown to the plateau site 

to begin erection of the station, but Siple was not permitted to board a plane at McMurdo until November 

30
th
.    

 

Figure 1 

Recent Antarctica Map 
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Figure 2ðCachet Cover postmarked from Byrd Station, Antarctica, U.S.N. on Feb 14 1958 

 

 

        On November 30, 1957, after a year at the Pole, Siple shaved off his beard, put on clean clothes, packed 

his gear, said a silent prayer of thanksgiving, took a last look at the plateau, then entered the door of his 

plane.  He had a one-way ticket to McMurdo, then on the Christchurch, New Zealand where the rain was 

pelting down. 

 

        The U. S. Navy began construction of Byrd Station with traverses out of Little America V in 1956-57.  

The Byrd Station consisted of a set of four prefabricated buildings, connected by a tunnel system and was 

erected in less than one month by the U. S. Navy Seabees.  Byrd Station was named after Rear Admiral 

Richard E. Byrd, Jr., and was the only major base in the interior of West Antarctica for many years.  It was 

commissioned on January 1, 1957.  This station would last about four years before collapsing under the 

heavy snow.  These efforts were in advance of the International Geophysical Year; from July 1957 to the end 

of 1958, which saw several exploratory overland traverses with tractor trains (Sno-cats and modified 

bulldozers). 

 

        A scientist by the name of Charles Bentley spent the first two winters 

(25 months) at Byrd Station along with his collection of chamber music.  

Bentley would lead a traverse from Little America V to the new Byrd 

Station along the route blazed by U. S. Army engineers a few months 

before.  His team conducted measurements of ice thickness and of the 

Earthôs magnetic and gravitational fields.  The following summer season 

(1957-58) he led a second traverse out of Byrd Station that visited 

volcanoes of the Marie Byrd Land Volcanic Province for the first time.  

Marie Byrd Land is named after Admiral Richard Byrdôs wife Marie.  A 

third traverse out of Byrd Station was made to the Horlick Mountains in 

1958-59. 

 

 

Figure 3 

Unidentified Postal Clerk 
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        A Cachet Event Cover by RS Cachet (Figure 2) of Operation Deep Freeze and Task Force 43 by the 

United States Navy is franked with a 4Â Flag Stamp (Scott #1094) issued July 4, 1957 and is tied to the cover 

with a 5-bar slogan cancellation and circular-date-stamp from Byrd Station, Antarctica, U.S.N. on Feb 14, 

1958 with the 3-line slogan ñU. S. Navy Operation Deep Freezeò.  The cover was sent to a Gene Turner in 

Wichita, Kansas.  Figure 3 is a photo of an unidentified person stationed at Byrd Station canceling letters to 

be sent back to the states.            

                                                                                                                                                       

        After the first Byrd Station collapsed under the heavy snow, a second underground station began in 

1960  and  was  used until  1972 when it was converted to a summer only field camp and finally abandoned 

in 2004-05. After 43 years, the Navy officially withdrew from operations in Antarctica on February 20, 

1998.  Since then operations in Antarctica have been under the authority of the National Science Foundation. 
 

 

References: 

Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website: Operation Deep Freeze; Byrd Station Antarctica;  

U. S. Navy Operation Deepfreeze 

Naval Historical CenterðCommand Task Force 43 
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TRAVEL KANSAS ðEAST TO WESTðNORTH TO SOUTH by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     Travel KansasðCunningham, Kansas located in 

Kingman County (Figures 1 & 2). The town of Kingman, 

the County Seat, and the county are named for Samuel 

A. Kingman, the first President of the Kansas State 

Historical Society; President of the Kansas Bar 

Association; and Chief Justice of the State Supreme 

Court.  The county is grassland covering red sandy soil.  

The South Fork of the Ninnescah River winds its way 

across the upper part of the County and the Chikaskia 

River crosses the lower or southern part of the County. 
 

        The major highway through the County came about 

when the colorful stagecoach driver who ran the Cannon 

Ball Stage Line that began in Wichita was moved to 

Kingman ahead of the Railroads and Highway 54 

became known as the Cannon Ball Express from 

Kingman to Greensburg. When the aircraft companies   

began moving into the State, Clyde Cessna built a 

monoplane on his farm near Rago in 1910. When the 

Kansas Forestry, Fish and Game Commission chose one 

of their Game Farms, the small town of Calista, between 

Kingman and Cunningham, was an ideal location for the 

farm in 1935.  It is now called the Byron Walker Wildlife 

Area.  
 

         The town of Cunningham located in the far western  part of  the county in its early development was 

called ñNinnescahò in 1880 and by 1885 it had a hotel, church, two stores, land office building, many homes 

and a Post Office were established on August 30, 1885 and Edward W. Kinnan was appointed Postmaster 

and served until September 30, 1886.  In 1887, the Kingman, Pratt, & Western Railroad Company bordered 

ñNinnescahò on the north and the Santa Fe Railroad came about in 1898. 

   

        On March 24, 1887 tragedy struck the little community of ñNinnescahò, when a tornado demolished the 

town, but no lives were lost.  The people decided to rebuild their town north of the railroad track.  A Director 

and Surveyor for the Railroad, Colonel James D. Cunningham, offered to give and sell lots to the settlers.  

Many residents built north of the railroad tracks and the new town was named ñCunninghamò. The 

ñNinnescahò Post Office officially became the Cunningham Post Office May 29, 1888 and Isaac N. Albritten 

was appointed Postmaster and served until September 29, 1888  By 1903 Cunningham had progressed to the 

point of having a school, stores, two hotels, a creamery ñskimming station,ò lumber yard, livery stable, 

station house elevator, depot and a Methodist Church and a Christian Church.  In 1905 the first car, a 3-

cylinder Cadillac roamed the streets, owned by Dr. Silas Nossaman.  Agriculture, cattle, oil and gas make up 

the major financial livelihood around Cunningham. 
 

                                                                                                         

Figure 1 

Kingman County, Railroad Map ca 1899 

Figure 2 

Kingman County 
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Figure 3ðSpecial Delivery Cover from Cunningham to Wichita, Kansas 1929 

 

 

        Shown above (Figure 3) is a cover franked with a 2Â George Washington stamp (Scott #634) issued Dec. 

10, 1926 and a special-delivery stamp of new design was issued July 11, 1922, and placed on sale at 

Washington, D.C. July 12, 1922.  The stamp replaced the special-delivery stamp known as the issue of 1902.  

The stamps are tied to the cover with a circular-date-stamp from Cunningham, Kans., postmarked Mar 21, 

1929.  A hand stamp appears on the cover noting  ñFee Claimed by Office of First Addressò. 

 

        Special Delivery was approved by an Act of Congress on March 3, 1885 and went into operation by the 

Post Office Department on October 1, 1885.  Initially only 555 Post Offices qualified to have Special 

Delivery as the population had to be over 4,000 or more.  On August 4, 1886 an Act of Congress made it 

available at all Post Offices that began October 1, 1886.  When a Special-Delivery stamp was affixed to any 

stamped envelope it would be delivered upon receipt, during the daytime and evening hours without waiting 

until the next day to be delivered.  Henry Gibbens was appointed Acting Postmaster on Dec. 12, 1923 and 

Postmaster on April 7, 1924 and would remain in this position until May 10, 1936. 
 

 

References: 

Kansas Historical Society 

Blue Skyways website:  http://skyways.lib.ks.us/  Kingman County, Cunningham 

Post Office website for Postmasters:  http://webpmt.usps.gov/   
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DONõT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF by Neal E. Danielson 

 

  This is the 18th  in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would 

like to share please let us know.  

 

        While on a trip to Cunningham, Kansas, in Kingman County we found that they too created ósmall 

stuff;.  This small cover measures 3 7/16 inches by 2 5/16 inches.  The cover is franked with a damaged 2Â 

John Adams (Scott #806), from the Presidential Issues of 1938, who served as President of the United States 

from 1797 ï 1801.  The stamp is tied to the cover with a balloon ï killer cancel postmarked from 

Cunningham, Kans. on Aug 21, 1940. 

 

     A small card was inserted in the cover with a note to the person ïñMiss Jerry Leith requests the presence 

of Miss Betty Amick at her home Tuesday August 27
th
 at 7:30 p.m.  Bring pajamas and money for the 

showò.  Apparently the little ladies were having a sleep over and planned to go to the movie. 

 

     Now this ósmall stuffô did not have to travel very far, as it was mailed within the same town and the town 

itself was not that large. 
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SENATE CHAMBER MAIL 1879  by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        A cachet corner cover postmarked from Topeka, Kan. on 15 Jan (15 January 1879) from the State of 

Kansas Senate Chamber (Figure 1).  The cover was sent to a Henry Wollman, Esq., Attorney at Law in 

Leavenworth, Kansas.  The corner card was the Kansas State Seal.  A 3Â George Washington stamp (Scott 

#158) was used to frank the cover.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1ðSenate Chamber CoverðPostmarked January 15, 1879 

 

 

 

        The cover contained a letter from J. H. Gillpatrick addressed to óMy Dear Henryò ñI have postponed 

the hearing of the motion in Stuart vs Scott till tomorrow for Wheat is not here and has the ñCaseò and the 

motion could not well be presented without that to refer to.  Go to him at once and procure it and send to me 

by mail.  Yours J. H. Gillpatrick 

P.S. I shall probably come down Saturday. ñGillò 

 

     James Howard Gillpatrick was a Republican State Senator from District 6, Leavenworth, Kansas.  Mr. L. 

B. Wheat, an Attorney from Leavenworth was a Democrat in the House.  The stationary used by Gillpatrick 

was property of the Legislative Department State of Kansas Senate Chamber (Figure 2 is a cropped copy of 

the letterhead).  Shown on the upper left on the letterhead is an interesting logo depicting a man behind a 

team of horses pulling a plow, with a ribbon above inscribed with the State Motto óAd Astra Per ï Asperaô = 

ñTo the stars through difficultiesò and a background depicting stars, a covered wagon pulled by a team of 

oxen and a log cabin.   The body of the letter is shown cropped and reduced (Figure 3) 
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Figure 2ðLetterhead Stationary used by Senate Cropped 
 

 

        Also contained in the cover was a United States Express Company Receipt (Figure 4) from 

Leavenworth, Kan. Jan 16 1879 noting that they received a package from a H. Wollman expressed to J. H. 

Gillpatrick in Topeka, Kansas.  Apparently Henry followed up on óGillsô request and obtained the óCaseô 

from Mr. Wheat so that the motion could be brought up on the Senate floor. 
 

 

  

Figure 3 

Body of Letter  (cropped and reduced in size) 












