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Figure 1 

Gray County, Kansas 

Figure 2 

Gray County 

Railroad Map ca 1899  

  

 

TRAVEL KANSAS ðEAST TO WESTðNORTH TO SOUTH by Neal E. Danielson 

 

      Travel KansasðCave, Kansas was located in Gray County (Figures 

1 & 2).  Gray County was created March 2, 1881, absorbing the County of 

Foote and the south half of Buffalo County. The north half of Buffalo 

County was ceded to Lane County (Foote and Buffalo County eventually 

ceased to exist.)  The county was officially organized July 20, 1887. The 

county was named in honor of Alfred Gray, who at the time of his death 

(January 23, 1880) was the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture. 

 

        Cimarron, settled in 1878, is the County Seat, got its name as the 

starting point at one time of the shorter Cimarron or dry route of the Santa Fe 

Trail, near Ingalls.  Here is where the Trail divided, with one branch heading 

directly southwest, the other following the Arkansas River to Bentôs Fort near 

what is now La Junta, Colorado, then south over Raton Pass. William 

Becknell first traveled the dry route with a pack train via the Cimarron River 

in 1822, carrying trade goods to Mexico, newly freed from Spain. 

                                                                                                           

        The   Arkansas River   has   carved a huge  valley across the county.  

Inside this valley, the landscape is rugged, but by going north or south you 

climb out onto flat plains.  The river bed is sandy and lined with cottonwoods 

and at one time was filled with water, but today it is often dry.   Usually 

waterless and subject to Indian attacks, the 60  miles  of trackless  prairie  

between the  Arkansas and the Cimarron Rivers was called by the Mexicans 

Jornada Del Muerte, or Journey of Death. 

 

        The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad crosses the county from east to west traveling along the 

north side of the Arkansas River.   

 

        Ever wonder how the ñArkansas Riverò got its name?  Some say that it got its name due to the way the 

river flows out of Colorado almost in a straight line, then makes a northeasterly direction up to Great Bend 

and then turns and makes a southeasterly flow to Wichita and on southward to Arkansas City and on into 

Oklahoma.  The flow of the river creates an ñArcò, thus adding the ñArò to ñKansasò to get ñAr-Kansasò.   

Then you have Arkansans that pronounce it ñAr-kan-sawò and thatôs okay as they are from a different state 

that was actually entered the Union (1836) before Kansas (1861). 

 

 

        One of the early settlements in Gray County was the village of Cave.  It acquired a post office on 

January 19, 1901, but was closed on September 30, 1914.  Figure 3 is a óHappy New Yearô post card sent 

from a resident of Cave to another individual in Cave.  However, no 2Â stamp was affixed to the post card, 

but the postal clerk noted ó2ô as postage due, however it did receive a four-bar CDS from Cave, Kans. on 

Dec 31 1910. 
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Figure 3 
Post Card with Post Office Cancel from Cave, Kansas, 1914 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference: Blue Skyways website:  http://skyways.lib.ks.us/  
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Figure 1 

Country Hamlet and Bridge                                                                                           

Figure 2 

Country Hamlet and Man Fishing from 
Bridge 

COUNTY SEATS DUPLICATED by Neal Danielson 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

      The two post cards measure 5 İ inches by 2 Ĳ inches and both are printed in óbrown toneô.  I personally 

like óbrown toneô post cards and I have several in my collection.   The art work on Figure 1 is a country 

hamlet and bridge across a stream, while the art work in Figure 2 depicts a country hamlet with a man fishing 

off a rock bridge across a stream.  These types of post cards were used throughout the country in the late 19
th
 

and early 20
th
 Century. 

 

        The post card in Figure 1 is postmarked Sep 25 1911 from Butler, MO and sent to an individual in 

Wellington, Kansas.  The post card is franked with a 1Â green Benjamin Franklin stamp (Scott # 331) issued 

Dec. 1908 (Figure 3).  The stamp is tied to the cover with a circular date stamp with wavy lines. 

 

        Butler is a city in Bates County, Missouri and is the County Seat.   Wellington is a city in Sumner 

County, Kansas and is the County Seat.     
     

 

          The post card in Figure 2 is postmarked Mar 9 1913 from Ashland Kans., and sent to an individual in 

Kingman, Kansas.  The post card is franked with a 1Â green George Washington stamp (Scott # 405) issued 

Feb 1912 (Figure 4).  The stamp is tied to the cover with a circular date stamp and a killer shoe cancel. 

 

        Ashland is a city in Clark County, Kansas and is the County Seat.   Kingman is a city in Kingman 

County, Kansas and is the County Seat.  The Post Card was produced by the Pink Perfection company and is 

number 8 in a series. 
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Figure 3 

Post Card from Butler, MO to Wellington, Kans. 

Figure 4 

Post Card from Ashland Kans. to Kingman, Kans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference:  Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website:  Butler, MO; Wellington, KS; Ashland, KS; and Kingman, KS. 
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LOG CABIN by Neal E. Danielson 

 

 

        When one hears or sees the words ñlog cabinò, they usually think of President Abraham Lincoln.  In 

fact the U. S. Mint has now issued a new 1Â copper coin depicting Lincoln and on the reverse the log cabin 

in which Abe was born.  Well there is another Log Cabin and it is located in California on highway 49 near 

Old Marysville Rd. and Log Cabin Rd.  Shown is a fancy cancel from Log Cabin, California franked with a 

10Â Kans. overprint (Scott # 668); a 5Â Nebr. overprint (Scott #674); and a 2Â Nebr. overprint (Scott #671) 

stamp, tied to the cover with two Log Cabin cancellations.  The cover is registered sent to Council Bluffs, 

Iowa.  The 17Â postage paid for the domestic letter rate and registered fee.  

 

 

     The back of the cover shows two four-bar circular date stamps from LOG CABIN, Calif. Postmarked 

JUN 17, 1931 and a double circle received postmark from Council Bluffs, Iowa on Jun 21, 1931. 

 
 

Reference: 

Google: Log Cabin, CA ï Google maps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


