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WHATôRE YOUR CALL LETTERS? by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        The oldest commercially licensed radio station in 

Kansas grew out of the work of a couple of entrepreneurs 

beginning in March 1922 known as the Lander Radio 

Company with the call letters WEAH and broadcasting 

at 1330AM.  The station began broadcasting market 

reports and other news on April 1, 1922.  The Wichita 

Board of Trade purchased the station June 23, 1923 and 

on April 30, 1925 the Rigby Gray Hotel Company 

Corporation purchased the station.   

  

        The Hotel Lassen opened New Yearôs Day 1919 on 

North Market (Figure 1).  Three entrepreneurs; John 

Rigby (he would sell his interest in the Hotel in 1933), 

Richard Gray and Henry Lassen ventured into the Hotel 

business.  Henry Lassen operated a Wichita Flour Mill, 

while Rigby and Gray ventured into a local radio station 

with call letters WEAH.  They moved the radio station 

into the Lassen Hotel and renamed the radio station with 

these call letters ñKFHò, which stood forðñKansasô 

Finest Hotelò.  On February 14, 1926 at 9:45am the first 

radio broadcast under the new call letters ñKFHò was 

made. 

 

        On October 1, 1929 the Wichita Eagle acquired 

50% of the radio station and KFH became an affiliate of 

the Columbia Broadcasting Company (CBS). The radio 

station would move out of the Hotel and into the 

Wheeler, Kelly, Hagney Building at 120 S. Market in the 

1930s.  Rigby Gray Hotel Company retained control of 

the radio station when the Federal Communications 

Commission approved the transfer of the station license to Aeschlayer & Reynolds of Dallas, Texas on June 

5, 1963.  After about five years, November 1, 1968, Phil and Nancy Kassebaum purchased the station and it 

operated under the corporate name of KFH Radio, Inc. 

 

        In 1977 the Radio Station celebrated 55 years (1922-1977) and when the U. S. Postal Service issued the 

13Â óSound Recording Issueô stamp (Scott #1705) a cachet cover was produced by the station (Figure 2).  

The stamp is tied to the cover with a circular-date-slogan cancellation on May 26, 1977, three days after the 

first day of issue.  The slogan relates to ñHelp Goodwill Industries Help The Publicò. 

 

     Midcontinent Broadcasting Company of Kansas purchased KFH October 19, 1988;  Pourtales Radio 

Partnership acquired the station July 1, 1994 and on June 2, 1995 Triathlon Broadcasting became the owners.  

KFH, currently located in Brittney Center, 21
st
 & Woodlawn and Entercom Wichita, LLC has been the 

owners since February 23, 2000.  Current call letters are KFH and radio frequency are 1240AM and 98.7FM.   
                                                                                                                                                      

Figure 1 

Lassen Hotel, Wichita, Kansas 
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Figure 2ðKFH Cachet Cover, May 26, 1977 
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TRAVEL KANSAS ñNORTH TO SOUTH ñEAST TO WEST by Neal E. Danielson  

 

     Travel KansasðHartford  located in the south east part of Lyon 

County, Kansas (Figures 1 & 2).  Hartford was considered the 

second largest in Lyon County and is located in Elmendaro 

Township on the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad line and along 

the beautiful valley of the Neosho River about 16 miles southeast of 

Emporia, the County Seat. 

 

        The Territorial Legislature created Counties that were later 

absorbed into another County and this was true for Hartford which 

was originally established as part of Madison, County on November 

7, 1857, but the County then split and became part of Breckinridge 

County, which later was absorbed into Lyon County.  All these 

changes in County boundaries transpired over a very short period of 

time.  

 

        In the spring of 1858, a town association was organized, 

composed of emigrants from the east coast.  The town received its 

name at the insistence of two gentlemen from Hartford, Connecticut.  

In the fall of 1858, a 320 acre site was laid off, but only half of the 

320 acres developed into what is now Hartford.  The first building 

erected was a log structure 14 X 16 feet, which stood on Commercial 

Street, opposite another structure called the Palace Hotel.  Figure 3 is 

a street scene in Hartford 
 

        The Post Office was established in 1859, and A. K. Hawkes was 

appointed Postmaster.  He was succeeded in the order mentioned by 

E. B. Bassett, W. K. Norbary, S. M. Morgan, S. G. Britten, G. W. 

Sutton and T. Campbell, it became a money order office, July 2, 

1877.  The first school was taught by Mrs. A. K. Hawkes, at her 

house, in 1860.  About the same time the Methodist Episcopal Conference, decided that a branch of the 

Baker University should be located in Hartford.  Following citizensô agreement to donate aid in terms of 

funds, land and work a two-story stone structure 32 X 46 feet was built.   However, it soon became defunct 

and the building turned over to the District School until 1877 when a frame building was erected for a 

school. 

 

     Shown in Figure 4 is a small cover measuring 4 Ĳ inches by 2 5/8 inches postmarked from Hartford, Kas. 

on Jul 10 (1876).  The cover is franked with a 3Â George Washington stamp (Scott #158) and tied to the 

cover with a bullôs eye killer cancel.  The cover was mailed to a person in Topeka, Kansas and was received 

on Jul 11, 1876 at the State Dept. of Public Inst., Topeka, Kansas as noted by the oval hand cancel to the left 

of the cover.  Apparently Mrs. Spizzie Felter was employed at the State Department of Public Institution. 

Perhaps the missing letter may have pertained to Baker University going belly-up or the use of the building 

by the District School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Lyon Co. KS ca 1899 

 

Figure 2 

Lyon County, Kansas 
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     The Kansas State Board of Education was created to replace the position of  Kansas  State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction effective January 14, 1969, pursuant to an amendment to the Kansas Constitution 

adopted November 8, 1966.  The Kansas State Department Board of Education is covered under Article 6 of 

the Kansas Constitution of January 14, 1969. 

 

 
References: 

Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website: Hartford, Kansas 

Blue Skyways website: http://skyways.lib.ks.us  - Lyon County 
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Figure 3 

Main Street, Hartford, Kansas 

Figure 4 

Hartford, Kansas Cover of 1876 
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DONõT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     This is the 19th in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would 

like to share please let me knowðthis cover was shared by Ralph Lott. 

 

        This small cover measures 3 İ inches by 2 13/16 inches with 3 5/16 inches by 2 3/8 inches card insert 

(Figures 1 & 2 respectively).  The small cover is from a Mrs. Henry C. Thornton and Miss Thornton 

according to the card insert and was sent to Mr. & Mrs. Henry C. Chapman Jr. in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

The small cover is franked with a 2Â George Washington stamp (Scott #267) and tied to the cover with a 

cross killer cancel and circular-date-stamp of Newtown, PA on Mar 17 1898.  A back cancel shows a 

received date in Philadelphia, Sta. P on Mar 1798.  The card insert notes ñCongratulationsò, so it may have 

been on their marriage or the birth of a child. 

 

 
 

                                  Figure 2ðCover Insert Card 

 
                         Figure 1ðSmall StuffðNewtown, PA 

 

  

       The borough called Newtown is located in Bucks 

County, Pennsylvania and was founded by William Penn in 

1684 (Figure 3).  In fact the borough is one of several that 

Penn organized in support of the farming communities in 

Pennsylvania.  As most great stories go, it might sound like 

thisðOnce upon a time if you lived in Newtown, operated a 

shop, traded or visited locals in the community, your car was 

a horse and your cell phone was probably a messenger boy.  

Newtown is a place of history, it is located just west of the 

metropolitan area of Trenton, New Jersey, and is part of the 

larger Philadelphia metropolitan area.  Thus the short 

turnaround time from the date the cover was posted and was 

received by the recipient. 
 

     Newtown was the County Seat of Bucks County from 1726 until 1813 when the honor went to 

Doylestown.  Preserving landmarks and architecture, the borough has one of Pennsylvaniaôs most popular 

State Park and a Heritage Walk that traces the very steps of George Washington.  The main streets still brim 

with footsteps of American history, yet allowing the area to be progressive in todayôs environment.  One of 

the historical events takes place in Newtown, a Revolutionary Soldier Reenactment (Figure 4).                        

Figure 3 

Pennsylvania Map-Newtown 






