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DONôT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF by Neal E. Danielson 

 

This is the 20th in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would like 

to share please let us know.  

 

 

        The era is during World War I in Washington, a city in Washington County, Pennsylvania, the County 

Seat.  The cityôs heritage goes back to 1757 when a Delaware Indian Chief by the name of Tongooqua, 

commonly known as ñCatfishò, had his encampment on a branch of the Chartiers Creek (now a part of the 

city of Washington).  The area of Washington was settled by many immigrants from Scotland and the north 

of Ireland, as well as settlers from the eastern and central parts of the Virginia Colony, the first being around 

1768. 

 

        Washington was the center for the óWhiskey Rebellionô of 1791, which was one of the first open 

rebellions against the new U. S. government and Constitution.  The rebellion was a result of tax imposed on 

whiskey distillation in the region.  In 1903 the Washington and Canonsburg Railway Company linked the 

two towns with a trolley line.  The Railway Company would become part of the Pittsburgh Railway 

Company by 1909 linking with Pittsburgh as part of an interurban service.  Washington County was the first 

county in the U. S. to be named in honor of President George Washington. 

 

        In Figure 1 is a small cover measuring 4 5/8 inches by 2 Ĳ inches postmarked from Washington, PA on 

Oct 19 1918.  The cover is franked with a 3Â George Washington stamp (Scott #501) and tied to the cover 

with a 13 star Flag cancel.  The cover was sent to a soldier stationed at Camp Lee Virginia, located in Prince 

George County. Apparently Private Schaaf was a patient in the Infirmary. The date of October 1918 places 

the cover at close to the end of World War I.  

 

       Just 18 days after the start of the war with Germany Camp Lee was selected as a state mobilization 

camp; it would later become a division training camp.  In June 1917, building began and within sixty days 

some 14,000 troops were in the Camp. When construction on the Camp was completed there were 

accommodations for 60,335 troops.  On July 15, 1917, the War Department announced that the camp would 

be named in honor of General Robert E. Lee, the most famous of the Confederate Civil War commanders.  

Figure 2 is a post card of Camp Lee, VA taken in 1918. 

Figure 1 

Small Cover Postmarked Oct 29 1918 from Washington, PA 
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         After World War I, Camp Lee was taken over by the Commonwealth of  Virginia and designated a 

game preserve. A portion of the land became the National Military Park of Petersburg.  According to the 

Census of 1920 Camp Lee showed many soldiers still stationed in the facility.   When World War II ended, 

the fate of Camp Lee was in question, but the War Department designated the facility as a retraining center 

for Quartermasters.  Official recognition of its permanent status was obtained in 1950 and the post was re-

designated as Fort Lee. 

 

        Private Schaaf was a resident of Morgan, Illinois when he enlisted.  Born 26 July 1887 to George and 

Viella Schaaf, he would have been 29 years old when he received the letter from Pennsylvania.  He 

apparently survived his stay in the Infirmary as he lived to be 84 when he passed away on 12 Feb. 1971 and 

is buried in the Franklin City Cemetery, Morgan County, Illinois. 

 

 
 

References: 

Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website: Camp Lee, Virginia; Washington, Pennsylvania; and World War I  
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Figure 2 

Camp Lee, Virginia postcard ca 1918 
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TRAVEL KANSAS ñEAST TO WEST ñNORTH TO SOUTH by Neal E. Danielson  

 

     Chance, Wallace County, Kansas was located in the 

far western part of the State near the Colorado border (Figures 1 & 

2).  When the railroad made its way across Kansas a large number 

of post offices and towns moved to the tracks; others just simply 

died where they were.  Some just remained names of stations.  The 

arrival of Rural Free Delivery, that great boon to the farmers, had a 

direct bearing on survival of small settlements.  In western Kansas, 

only a few names remain on the map, some due to the automobile 

which made the country store and post office obsolete.  Wallace and 

Greeley Counties have no towns left that were not located along the 

railroad line or major highways.  Wallace County has the one major 

railroad line that crosses the country from east to west and U.S. 40 

Highway, while State Highway 27 runs north and south, both going 

through Sharon Springs the County Seat.  This story is more about 

Fort Wallace than about óChanceô in Wallace County, as the town 

did not exist long enough to have much of a history. 

  

        When the Civil War ended an encampment of military 

personnel set up Camp Pond Creek in 1865 for protection of settlers 

traveling west and for the Butterfield Overland Dispatch (BOD) 

traveling the Smoky Hill Trail.  When the Camp moved east along 

the Smoky Hill River in 1866 a fort was constructed on orders from 

General William Sherman.   The Fort was named to honor  

 General William Harvey Lamb Wallace, who fought the 

Confederates at the Hornetsô Nest near Shiloh. Wallace died in 1862 

from wounds received at Shiloh.  He should not be confused with General ñLewò Wallace, also of Shiloh, 

who outlived the war and who won fame from his historical novels, especially Ben-Hur.  One would assume 

that the town of Wallace in Wallace County was named for the same Wallace.  But the local press declares 

that the town of Wallace was named for a railroad superintendent by the name of George Wallace, who died 

in the neighboring town of Sheridan in 1869. 
 

 

        The 7
th
 Cavalry was a force to be reckoned with in the American West.  Stationed out of Fort Wallace, 

these men engaged in numerous battles with nearby Indian tribes.  Soldiers stationed at Fort Wallace had 

their hands full trying to protect settlers moving through Indian tribal land on their way west.  The land 

provided great Buffalo hunting for the Indians and they we not easily persuaded to allow the white man 

access to their hunting grounds.  As the Buffalo scattered out across the prairies of western Kansas and 

eastern Colorado the Indians did not look favorably on what was happening.   
 

 

        General George Armstrong Custer was stationed at Fort Wallace where he encountered his first battle 

with the Indians a short distance from the Fort.  General Custer was not the only notable individual to spend 

time at Fort Wallace, which included George Forsyth, Buffalo Bill Cody, and Wild Bill Hickock.  For the 

most part Fort Wallace was not the most comfortable outpost as food was a major problem.  Located in the 

far western part of the state a long distance from any major city, food would spoil before it arrived at the Fort 

Figure 1 

Wallace Co. Railroad Map ca1899        

Figure 3 

Wallace County, Kansas 
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Figure 3ðFort Wallace as it stood in 1867 

 

 

      

        The Fort was officially decommissioned on May 31, 1882, but a few troops stayed behind to prevent the 

settlers from using the Fort.  The land in western Kansas had very few trees in order to provide lumber for 

the settlers to build a home, as the military utilized most of what was available and then used native stone for 

the majority of the buildings.  However, by 1886 the settlers gradually confiscated the vital building 

materials and in some cases entire buildings.  In 1888 the government released the Fort to settlers, but by 

then most of it was already gone. 

 

        Shown below is a Jerry Thomas painting depicting Captain Albert Barnitz who led the famed 7
th
 

Calvary to their first fight with the Indians (Figure4).  Indian skirmishes happened almost daily and 

sometimes more frequently. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4ð

Painting of General Barnitz and the 7th Cavalry  
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Figure 5ðPost Card postmarked Chance, Kans. Mar. 2 1910 

 
 

 

        The Post Office in Chance, Kansas was established April 29, 1904 and closed November 15, 1923.  

Figure 5 is a Post Card franked with a 1Â Benjamin Franklin stamp (Scott #331a) and tied to the cover with a 

four-bar circular date stamp postmarked from Chance, Kans. Mar 2 1910 and sent to Asherville, Kansas 

located in Mitchell County.   Chance was one of those towns caught without the railroad located in the 

middle of no where, as the saying goes.  
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