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THE CHINA CORNER i HISTORY AND CULTURE ON STAMPS by Dennis Murphy

55 DAYS AT PEKINGA Part |

During the summer of 1900, a strange peasant movement was afoot in northern China, working its wa
from village to village As the movement grewVestern missionaries on the scene began sending disturbing
letters to their respective legations in Pekingeyldescribed local peasants engaging in public rituals that
involved martial arts training, the chanting of esoteric prayers, special breathing exercises, and rituals whe
individuals or even groups seemed to fall under the possession of spirits, ggratifgaming at the mouth
before passing out. More troubling yet was that the villagers, emboldened by the experience, bega
threatening the missionaries and their Chinese converts. They were demanding that the missionaries eitl
leave orbe killed. The Chinese Christiangere told torenounce the foreign heresy

Large numbers of foreigners began moving into China after Britain defeated Chinese forces in the
Opium Wars of 183912 and 18560. As a consequence, China was forced to tolerate thertatpn and
sale of opium by British merchants. This was the beginning of a long series dfatingrconcessions
forced upon theQing Dynasty Governmentby the British. Before longpther Western powers began
engaging in a fregor-all to carve off thei own pieces of the Middle KingdomVheneverone Imperialist
nation won a new concession from the beleaguered Chinese, the otherinanedsatelydemanded similar
treat ment . Foreign nations owned terr i tatemitgriali n
meaningoutside of Chinese jurisdiction. These concessials® known asTreaty Ports) 6perated entirely
independently of Chinesauthority, having their own local administrations replete with police formnes
post offices issuing starap Shown below are eight different stamps from Treaty Ports dating from the late
18906s. I n todaydés | anguage they are in essence
outside the boundaries tife concessions on Chinese soil, they evaonetheless exempt from Chinese law
and had to be turned over to their own nation for any legal proceedings.

LS152 Shanghai LN1 Nanking
OrangeVermillion Grey
2 Cent Half Cent
HANKO ""‘J:.E’,JT“}
TR 1=
LA1 Amoy LH9 Hankow LA
Green Purple o
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LW21 Wuhu
LC9 Chefoo Black

One Cent Half Cent

o LF2 Foochow
LCHD16 Chinkiang Green

Rose One Cent
Half Cent Due

Invert

Although the Qing Government bitterly resented this encroachment of its soveresyety effort it
made to turn things around only seemed to result in further humiliating concessions to the Western power
At the same timeChinese peasants were affected in numerous ways. The foreigners introduced railroad:
onto the land and steambsain the rivers to more efficiently transport goods. This resulted in large numbers
of Chinese laborers beirmmut out of work. These laborers existed, under the best of conditions, only a few
meals away from starvation. Thaynderstandablyblamed the forgjners for depriving them of their
livelihood.

The railroads were particularly disturbing to
them, belching black smoke, sparks flying, and whistle screeching would chuffighttning animals and
disrupting the serenity of the countryside.

Rural Chinese shared strong beliefs in a spirit world coexisting along side the material world. Wher
laying out the foundation of a house or selecting a gravesite, Chinese peasantsefereoceonsult the
principles offeng shui They would go to great lengths to ensure they did not disturb those invisible forces of
the neither world. The arrival of the railroads saw the indiscriminate laying of steel track like a great sca
gouged on te land. The train tracks ran in straight lines without the slightest consideration of the
supernatural forces they might be defiling. The peasants were frightened and angry because they knew tl
heaven had been offended and there was bound to be ditribeition rain down upon them.

The intrusion of missionaries seriously threatened the structure of traditional village life. Missionaries
generally viewed the rituals of rural China with severe disdain. In particular, those rites honoring abfamil
ancestors, incorrectly dubbed AAncestor Worshipt
in the hearts of the missionaries bent on savingitleathen Chinese soul. Those Chinese peasants who did
convert to Christianity were obliged abstain from most village activities. The other villagers accused them
of being O6rice Christianso, taking up the THepr ei
became outsiders in their own ancestral homes and were viewed withisuspid contempt by their

neighbors.
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The rural peasants saw their whole world being turned upside down. And they came to believe that th
source ofall their problems were the hideqisi g nosed, white skinned O&6VYar
ravaged their land with impunity and disrespect.

The peasant s misery was further exacerbated I
Sorrow, 6 broke its | evies and fl ooded vaddausiagr e a
widespread miseryFor the peasants who had been dreadivegi nevi t abl e mani fest
displeasure, this was surely it. A feeling took hold among the dispossessed that something had to be done
save their country.

No one knows for sure just exactly where the Boxer movement began or even who were its earl
instigators.The namefiBoxero was given by Westerners who observed them practicing martial arts. The
Boxers called themselves tidéihequard meaning thedThe Harnonious Fisté@ They practiced martial arts
and chanted special prayers which they believed madeithpervious to foreign bullets

For more than two hundred years, the Chinese had seethed with resemtdeestite foreignrule of the
Manchu who wept out of the north and conquered China in 1644, naming tieswr Dynasty the
60Qingdéb(6chingd) meaning Opured. E v e r occup@tionby thes e r
hairstyle he was requirdd wear on pain of death. Shaved in the front, test pulledbackinto a queue, it
was a daily reminder of the humiliation he was obliged to endilaey secret societies, such as the Boxers,
were formed during this period with the ultimate goal of overthrowing their MaoshquerorsAnd yet,
the hatedvlanchu seemed utterly helpless to turn back the flood of faEesgouringinto the countryln
time, he peasants came to detest\esterno f or ei gn devi |l sé6 even more th
Boxer movement spread, its focus became dlmination of foreigners from Chinese soil rather than
overthrowing the Manch@ing Dynasty. Somewhere along the wayittsoganbecamdiSupportthe Qing,
kill the foreignerso.

By late 1899 the growth of Boxer societies had reached a critical mja<
They began attacking Western missionaries and their converts in the vil
throughout north China. These attacks were sometimes made with
cooperation of local officials who resented the presence of foreigner
their land. Hundreds of missionasiavere killed with more being forced t(
evacuate the region. Thousands of Chinese Christians were slaugljt
without mercy. Far from beingrice Christian§ most of theseChinese
converts chose death rather than repudiate their faith. (In terms of §
numbers, this ranks as one of the great martyrdoms of Christian hi
though it is seldom mentioned in the West.)

Emboldened by their early successes, the Boxers sgt dights on
eradicating all foreigners from their enclaves in Beijing and Tianjin.

Shown at right is a postcard portraying a Boxer and his trusty weappt

[Part Il will appear in the December issue] Boxer Warrior

Return to November Contents Go to WSC Home Page
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DONOT SWEAT THE S MAybahwalfsrinddidal Baniefto8

This is the eighth in a seriesf articles relating to small post cards and small covers, so if you have any in your
collection that you would like to share please let me know. The cover presented in this article was submitted by Dan
Walter.

The Cosmos Club in Washington, DiCiginated in 1878 in the home of John Wesley Powell, at the
corner of 18 Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. Powell (183@2) was a U.S. Soldier, geologist and
explorer of the American West. He is famous for the 1869 Powell Geographic ExpedBiomorath trip
down the Green and Colorado rivers that included the first passage through the Grand Canyon. The P«
Office Department commemorated the #@nniversary of Major Powell Exploring Colorado River when
they issued a 6A cott#a3ddp(Fighre)ust 1, 1969, S
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Figure 18 Scott #1374

Figure 20 Cosmos Club, 2121 Massachusetts Avenue

Powell hosted the intellectual gathering in his home that became known as the Cosmos Club. In 188
Powell became the secoddector of the US Geological Service, a post he held until 1894. He was also the
director of the Bureau of Ethology at the Smithsonian Institute until his death.

From 1886 to 1952, the Cosmos Club was located at the residences along the tnootineasof
Lafayette Square, includingolly Madison House. Sinc#952, the Cosmos Clubhouse has been located at
2121 Massachusetts Avenue, an imposing historic structure (Figure 2). The Cosmos Club is a private soc
club and was for men distinguishéd science, literature and the arts, until 1988 when the Cltddvio
allow women as members. Wallace Stegner yasot ed as saying that t he
closest thing to a soci al headquarters for Washi

The Club has elected as members individuals in virtually every profession since its founding that has
anything to do with scholarship, creative genius or intellectual distinction. These individuals have includec
three Presidents, two Vice Presidents, sev@ugreme Court Justices, 32 Nobel Prize winners, 56 Pulitzer
Prize winners and 45 recipients of the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
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Thi s mont h Small St prinfed
embossed envelope (Scott #U385) issued by the Post O
Depatment in 1903 (Figure 3). It is a ppeinted Cosmos
Club envelope that measures 4 5/8 inches wide by 3
House Committee has reference to one supported by
Club not the Congress.

References:

Cosmos Clubwww.cosmosclub.org
Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website: John Wesley Powell

HOUSE COMMITTEE
COSMOS CLUB

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Figure 30 Embossed envelope Scott #U385
pre-printed CosmosClub

Return to November Contents Go to WSC Home Page
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NI UAFOO OU | SL A ¥ikal ETDGhdsGnA

a 100k Miuafoou
Tonga is an Oceania, archipelago in the South Pacific Ocl FT A prstoputapa
about twethirds ofthe way from Hawaii to New Zealand. Th
archipelago consists of 169 Islands, 36 of which are inhabi
Nukubalofa is the Capital o} I ng
Group® Vavabdbu Group; Hadapai Gr _ lpu C
S
Tonga is one of the unique nations among the Pad i
because ihas never completely lost its indigenous governanj
The archipelagos of AThe Fr TR0 _— wer
Polynesian kingdom in 1845. Tonga beeaa constitutional Ha'apai Group
monarchy in 1875 and a British protectorate in 1900; it withdr
from the protectorate and joined the Commonwealth of Nation @NUKUALOFA
1970. Tonga remains the only monarchy in the Pacific. The 2 ] T
census estimated a population of 120,898. .
SouthFIID%aucri?clOcean
Niuvuafobou | sl and
The small | sl and of Niuafodou (Fi

map.) is a tiny doughnighaped island half way between Fiji and Samoa
(Figure 2view from satellite). It is nothing more than the tip of a volcano
jutting out of the vast blue wate of the Pacific Due to the steep sides that
plunge six miles down to the Tongan Trench and no harbor and no beaches, it
was virtually impossible for ships to anchor or dock in order to pick up and

deliver mail. It is a locatiorwhere fromOctober © April it is subjectto
cyclones; earthquakes and volcanic a
Figure 2
Niuafodou | s

Other names for the island af@ood Hope Islanénd Tin Can Island The latter name all started when
in 1882 William Travergound himself like Robinson Crusoe as the only white man on the island. Ships did
not stop at the island due to no harbor and no beaches and he need to communicate with others so he wrot
the Tongan postal authorities and asketfidve the steamshipmainseal his mail in a biscuit tin and throw
it overboard and gi veEewnuldihensendnotheasBwpmmesi t e
mai | 6. He wr ap p e ¢rool paper dnc tied i¢ 10 a lomg stek agdr serd ki stginge
swi mmer out to give to the captain. The end r e
would sound their siren and swimmers would jump into the water and go out to retrieve the biscuit tin. The
swimmers were used to swimming and fighin the shark infested waters. When Walter George Quensell
arrived on the island in 1928 and acted as postmaster he realized the philatelic interest and was the first
produce mai l t hat was stamped @Ti nducearubbdtatanipd by
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Figure 3
Tin Can Mail Cover dispatched by Tin Can Canoe Mail 1934

In 1931 one of the swimming postmen was attac
mail delivered by dug out cano&he canoes had to be dropped off the high clifs and the swimmers jumped
in to them to make the mai/l del i very. Figure 3
Canoe Mail o postmarked from Niuafodwiutfomga 13 p
Salote Tonga issue Scott #58 of 1934 and tied to the cover withaa Niuafoou cancel. The cachet cover
commemorates the S.S. City of Los Angeles Second 1934 South Seas Exploration Cruise. The Steam S
(S.S.) was one of the Matsaime or Oceanic Line that operates regular service to Hawaii, South Seas, New
Zealand and Australia. Canoe mail continued until 1935 when the swimmers planned to strike as it wa

feared that ATin Can Mail 0 wouwdrbdodsanbeé popm
stamps.
ATin Can Mail 06 continued to be processed by (

special covers with special hand stamps. Passengers even got involved in making up special covers. Fig
4is a cover postmarked 30 June 1946 for OutwlandCanMail.

Figure 4 Figure 5
Tin Can Mail Cover dated July 1, 1946 Tin Can Mail Cover dated July 1, 1946
Front Back
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