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DONôT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     This is the 14
th

 in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any 

in your collection that you would like to share please let me know. 

 

        When Easter Sunday rolls around each year 

it is time for everyone to have in their possession 

a wardrobe that matches the spring season. Since 

April showers brings May flowers. Easter Sunday 

was on April 4, 2010 and according to Western 

Christianity, Easter Sunday can fall anywhere 

between March 22 and April 25, which depends 

on when the Paschal Full Moon occurs. Easter 

Sunday celebrates the Resurrection of Christ on 

the third day after his crucifixion. 

 

         Shown in Figure 1 is a small cover that 

measures 5 9/16 inch by 3 5/8 inch and is franked 

with a pair of 1Â George Washington stamps 

(Scott #424) and tied to the cover with a CDS 

from Meyersdale, PA postmarked Apr 5 1917.  

The cover contained a simple Easter Wishes fold 

down card with a simple verse inside óMay 

happiness be yours to day That is my Easter wishô 

and signed Luther and Beulah (Figure 2). 

 

        Meyersdale is a prosperous borough and is 

pleasant and picturesque along the Casselman 

River about 73 miles southeast of Pittsburgh.  In 

early times coal mining was the chief industry.   

 

        The town is named in honor of Peter Meyers who laid out 60 acres of his land for a town lot, and was 

called Meyersô Mills in 1870, but when the railroad came the name was changed to Dale City in 1872, before 

long it was changed to Meyersdale in 1874. Figure 3 is Myers Mill built in 1826 and Figure 4 is the Salem 

Railroad Station ca1920s. 

 

           

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Cover postmarked from Meyersdale, PA in 1917 

Figure 2 

Easter Card enclosed in the above cover 

Figure 3 

Myers Mill 1826 

Figure 4 

Salemôs Railroad Station 
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        Luther and Beulah sent the Easter Wishes to Mrs. M. P. Frantz in Salem, Virginia.  Salem is an 

independent city in Virginia that borders on the city of Roanoke to the east.  When the Europeans explored 

the area in 1671 they named the area after the Totero peopleðTotero Town.  The town of Salem was 

officially founded in 1802 and chartered in 1806.  Salem was under attack twice during the Civil War and 

lays claim to having fired the last Confederate shot from its Salem Flying artillery at Appomattox Court 

House prior to Leeôs surrender. 
 

 

References: 

Meyersdale website:  http://www.meyersdalepa.org/history/welfleyhistory1906.html 

Salem website:  http://www.ci.salem.va.us/about/history.html  
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MOTHERõS DAY by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        Throughout centuries Mothers have been honored and celebrated by their own family members as well as through 

local, state and federal organizations and agencies.  We have been celebrating Motherôs Day in the United Sates every 

since May 10, 1908.  Through the efforts of Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910) [Figure 1] a óMotherôs Day Proclamationò 

written in 1870 was one of the early calls to celebrate Motherôs Day in the United States.  This Proclamation was a 

pacifist reaction to the carnage of the American Civil War (1861-1865) and the Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871). 

 

      Ann Jarvis organized a group of women, called Mothersô Work Day Clubs, to teach the 

basics of nursing and sanitation.  These Clubs remained neutral during the Civil War, 

caring for both the Union and Confederate soldiers.  After the War Ann organized annual 

groups to help reunite families and communities torn apart by the War, called Mothersô 

Friendship Day.  Her daughter Anna, a 12 year old often heard her mother express a desire 

to dedicate a day to celebrate mothers across the nation.   

 

     Anna was so deeply inspired by her motherôs work that 

when she passed away in 1905 she sought to carry out her 

motherôs wish.  Anna Jarvis (1864-1948) [Figure 2] tireless 

lobbied to organize the first Motherôs Day Service on Sunday, 

May 10, 1908 (some sources say 1907) at Andrews Methodist 

Church in Grafton, West Virginia (Figure 3).   

 

       The Andrewôs Methodist Church, located in Grafton, 

Taylor County, Virginia was the Church Anna and her mother 

attended as a youth.  Anna was in Philadelphia at the time and sent 500 carnations to the 

Church to be distributed at morning services on Sunday, May 10, 1908 to honor mothers.  

Philadelphia merchant John Wanamaker, who had joined her in her crusade to establish 

Motherôs Day, held an afternoon service in his store the same day.  The movement, a 

combination of religious and commercial interests, grew rapidly, and in 1914 President 

Woodrow Wilson officially proclaimed that the second Sunday in May would be observed 

annually as Motherôs Day throughout the nation.  The Church where it all began is now 

the International Motherôs Day Shrine and is open to the public. 

      

 

  

Figure 1 

Julia Ward Howe 

Figure 2 

Anna Jarvis 

 

Figure 3 

Andrewôs Methodist Church Post Card 
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TRAVEL KANSAS ðEAST TO WESTðNORTH TO SOUTH  by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     Travel KansasðKipp  is located in Saline County 

(Figure 1 & 2) about 11 miles southeast of the County Seat 

of Salina, Kansas. Saline County is the fourth county below 

the Nebraska border and the fifth county up from the 

Oklahoma border.  Kipp is located along the Union Pacific 

Railroad between Salina and Gypsum City. Kipp was a 

thriving little town with its own telegraph and express 

office, as well as a money order post office. The post office 

was established 18 September 1890 and closed on 19 

October 1957.  The main street is along Shilling Road, but 

there are only three streets that run east and west and four 

streets that run north and south. Gypsum Creek flows 

through the community. 

 

     The first railway to enter the county was the Kansas 

Pacific built in 1867, entering on the northeast corner of the 

County.  Then in 1878 the Solomon Valley Branch was 

built but only entered and exited the County for a short distance, 

followed by the McPherson Branch of the Kansas Pacific in 1879, 

starting at Salina and running south to McPherson.  The Topeka, 

Salina & Western Railway was completed in 1883.  These all 

changed by 1899 when the Union Pacific and the Missouri Pacific 

Railroads expanded and bought out the other Railways, as can be 

seen by the Railroad Map of 1899 (Figure 1). 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Saline County Railroad Map ca 1899 

 

Figure 2 

Saline County 

Figure 3 

Cover Postmarked from Kipp, Kansas June 26, 1888 
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        Figure 3 is a 2Â embossed envelope (Scott #U311) with a circular-date-stamp from Kipp, Kans. on Jun 

26 1888 with a killer circle cancel.  The sender was J. F. Wellington of Kipp, Saline Co., Kans. and sent to a 

S. Howes in Silver Creek, N.Y.  The Silver Creek village is on the south shores of Lake Erie in the town of 

Hanover, Chautauqua County, New York.  The community was first settled around 1803.  As the community 

expanded its first school was built in 1823 and today it has an Elementary, Middle and Senior High.  The 

Village of Silver Creek was incorporated in 1848 and was an important port on Lake Erie.  When the 

Railroads expanded it took away some of the shipping that was normally done by cargo ships or barges.  

 

 

      
References: 

Blue Skyways website:  http://skyways.lib.ks.us/                                                                                              

Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website: Silver Creek, New York 
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NOW THATôS INTERESTING by TOM 
 

        The cover shown in Figure 1 was addressed to óMonsieur Directeur, Philatelic Gossip, Houghton, 

Kansas United Statesô, however there was no Houghton so it was sent to Broughton, Kansas located in Clay 

County (Figures 2 & 3).  The cover notes ñMissentò, but does not give any forwarding information to the 

Philatelic Gossip which was located in Holton, Jackson County, Kansas (Figures 4 & 5)ðInteresting!! .    

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      
 

      

Figure 1 

Cover from Les Mureaux, France in 1936 

Figure 2 

Clay County Kansas 

Figure 3 

Clay County Kansas 

Figure 4 

Jackson County Kansas 

Figure 5 

Jackson County Kansas 

 


