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USS KANSAS (1863 -1883) & THE FIRST WOMAN MAYOR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Yes, there was an earlier U.S.S. Kansas besides the U.S.S. Kansas BB-2 launched in 1905.  This ship 

was 836-ton screw steam gunboat, first in its class.  The ship was built at the Philadelphia Navy Yard in 

Pennsylvania.  The U.S.S. Kansas was commissioned in December 1863 and was assigned to the North 

Atlantic Blockading Squadron.    

 

        The U.S.S. Kansas (Figure 1) operated in the waters of Virginia and North Carolina.  On 6 May 1864, 

she encountered the Confederate ironclad ram Raleigh off New Inlet, North Carolina.  Later in May she 

captured the blockade running steamer Tristam Shandy.  She participated in capturing the blockade runner 

Annie and destroying the Stormy Petrel, during maneuvers in October and December of 1864.  She was part 

of an attempt to capture Fort Fisher in late December 1864 that was aborted, but the second attempt in 

January 1865 proved to be successful as shown in a chart, giving the positions of 58 ships, including the 

U.S.S. Kansas and the line of fire on Fort Fisher (Figure 2). 

 

        There is not much known about the ship and a photo taken on the James River, in Virginia around 

February to April 1865 is the only visual record of the ship (Figure 1).  The white steam coming from her 

smokestack can be seen in the photo.  Three officers are sitting on the shore of the James River.  She 

remained on the James River until April 1865 and was decommissioned at Philadelphia in May, but she 

returned to active service in July with the South Atlantic Squadron.  She would be decommissioned again in 

1869 and then back again in September 1870 serving in the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico with a final 

decommission in August 1875.  

           
 

Figure 1 

U.S.S. Kansas Gunboat James River, Virginia 

Figure 2 

2nd Attack chart-Fort Fisher 
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Figure 3ðEvent Cover with Cachet added of the U.S.S. Kansas 

 

 

        An Event Cover (Figure 3) celebrating the Centennial on May 25, 1985 of Argonia, Kansas with a 

Cachet added by MhCachets USCS 7913 provides additional information on the gunboat such as the 

armament aboard the ship and the number of crew members.  What relationship the cachet has to the 

centennial celebration of Argonia is unknown, other than the name óKansasô.  However, it has two good 

stories!! 

 

        The event cover is franked with a 22Â Flag over Capital Dome stamp and tied to the cover with a 

special cancellation from the ó100 year sta.ô  Centennial 1885-1995.  The double circle cancel depicts a 

sunflower, the Kansas State Flower and two heads of wheat, representing the nickname of óThe Wheat 

Stateô.  At the bottom of the circle it states ñAmericaôs First Woman Mayorò. 

   

        Argonia is located in far western part of Sumner 

County Kansas (Figure 4) along the Atchison, Topeka and 

Santa Fe Railroad which ran across the middle of the 

County through the County Seat of Wellington. The 

County, organized in 1873, takes its name from the 

Honorable Charles Sumner, a distinguished Senator from 

Massachusetts.  The interest in the county was the cattle 

drives on the Chisholm Trail from Texas. 

 

        Following the Civil War immigrants began settling in 

various parts of the state of Kansas and women started to 

get involved and renewing their demands for more 

political involvement in the affairs of city, state and federal 

government.  Several families were of Quaker ancestry 

having come to America from England with William 

Pennôs colonists on the ship Welcome.  The initially settled 

in Pennsylvania, and then went on to Ohio.  One of these 

families, Oliver Kinsey and his wife Terissa Ann White,  

Figure 4 

Sumner County, Kansas 
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settled near Lamira, Belmont County, Ohio. On March 2, 1860 their daughter Susanna Madora ñDoraò 

Kinsley was born. In 1872 the family moved to the Kaw valley near Silver Lake in Shawnee County, Kansas. 

 

        Dora Kinsey attended the district school near Silver Lake until 1878, when she entered the Kansas State 

Agricultural College as a sophomore.  While at Manhattan she met Lewis Allison Slater, from the Melville J. 

Slater family, former Lt. Governor of Kansas.  Slater graduated in 1879 and he married Dora on September 

1, 1880 at Silver Lake.   
  

       In 1882 they moved to Argonia where Slater managed a 

hardware store.  In 1883 Doraôs parents moved to Argonia and 

bought the hardware store and operated under the name ñKinsey 

& Slaterò.  Lewis Slater studied law on the side with a local 

attorney and was prepared to take the bar.  In 1885 the town of 

Argonia was incorporated and Oliver Kinsey was selected its 

first Mayor and Lewis Slater was selected City Clerk.  The 

ordinances of the town were drawn up by Mr. Slater. Two years 

later the Kansas Legislature enacted the franchise of women in 

first, second, and third class cities and since Argonia was a third 

class city, the women became eligible to vote in the town. 

 

        Back in 1883, the Womanôs Christian Temperance Union 

(W.C.T.U.) had been organized along with the right to vote.  

Members of the W.C.T.U. made enforcement of the state 

prohibition law a prime issue of the city election.  The women 

called a caucus and selected a slate of candidates from men they 

considered to be qualified for the townôs offices, regardless of 

political labels.  When the President of the W.C.T.U. in Argonia did not show up at the meeting, Dora Slater 

(Figure 5) presided over the caucus. 

 

        The town had a group of men that felt the field of politics was their exclusive domain and resented the 

intrusion of women into their affairs.  In fact, two of the men had attended the W.C.T.U. caucus and heckled 

the proceedings. They were ñwetsò trying to intimidate everyone and even attempted to nominate a candidate 

of their choice but were voted down by the womenôs caucus.   

 

        A secret caucus of 20 townôs men gathered in the back room of a restaurant and decided to teach the 

W.C.T.U. a lesson when they drew up a slate of candidates just like the one the women drew up, except for 

the office of Mayor, they inserted Mrs. Slaterôs name.  The men thought the women would vote for their 

slate, but the men would not vote for a woman, resulting in only 20 votes for the W.C.T.U. slate which 

would be an embarrassment. Mrs. Slater was the only officer of the W.C.T.U. that was eligible to run for 

office as all the others lived outside the city limits.  And, in those days you did not have to declare yourself a 

candidate before the election.   

 

     On Election Day early voters were shocked to see Mrs. Slaterôs name as was the chairman of the 

Republican Party of Argonia.  They sent a delegation to see her and found her doing the family laundry, 

totally unaware that her name was on the ballot.  They explained the trick and then asked if she would accept 

if elected and she agreed.  With this, the delegation said they would vote for her to turn the tables on the 

group of men.  Mr. Slater was an early voter and he became angry when he saw his wifeôs name on the ballot 

and even more so when he went home and found that his wife agreed to serve if elected.  At 4 P.M. Dora 

went to the polls with her parents and voted.  It was not considered proper to vote for oneself in those days, 

so Mrs. Slater left the ñMayorò unmarked.  By forsaking their own caucus nominee, the members of the 

Figure 5 

Dora Slater in 1887 at age 27 
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W.C.T.U. voted for Mrs. Slater in such numbers that she received two-

thirds majority and was elected the first woman Mayor in the country.  

At the end even her husband adjusted to the óWoman Mayorô and with 

some pride he would often make jokes about being the óhusband of the 

mayor.ô             

                         
        Following her term as Mayor the family moved to Oklahoma in 

1893 where her husband practiced law until his death in 1916.  Dora 

Slater moved to Norman, Oklahoma where she continued to be 

involved with womenôs groups until her death on March 17, 1961. 
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Figure 6 

Dora Slater in 1954 on 94th birthday 
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DONõT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF by Ralph Lott and Neal Danielson 

 

     This is the 24th in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would 

like to share please let us know.     

 

         This small stuff comes to us from 

the air, that is itôs an air mail small 

cover that measures 4 1/8 inch by 3 ı 

inch.  The cover is franked with a 15Â 

Air Mail Stamp depicting the Statue of 

Liberty, New York Skyline and the 

Lockheed Constellation (Scott #C35) 

issued Aug. 20 1947 and tied to the 

cover with two six-wavy line circular-

date-stamp from Falls Church, VA on 

Aug. 3, 1953.  The unusual aspect of 

this cancellation is that for some reason 

it was machine canceled twice, with the 

cover turned to achieve the second 

cancel. 

 

        Falls Church, Virginia is located at 

the border of the District of Columbia 

(DC). In fact the original 1791 boundary 

stones of DC are located between the 

City of Falls Church and Arlington 

County in public parks.  The City of Falls Church was incorporated in 1948, but its beginning dates back to 

1733 when the óWilliam Gunnellôs Churchò built out of wood for the Truro Parish.  By 1757 the Church was 

referred to as ñThe Falls Churchò as it was located on the tobacco rolling road from the Little Falls on the 

Potomac River.  George Mason (1748) and George Washington (1763) served as Vestrymen in the Church. 

 

       Falls Church was a farming community and in its beginning was just a ñneighborhoodò, but by the time 

the American Civil War started the ñneighborhoodò had seen an influx of Northerners looking for better 

weather and land to farm.  Therefore when the vote came to secession the percentage was about 75% for and 

25% against.  Falls Church would change hands several times during the War.  The Confederates established 

a headquarters in the town following the First Battle of Manassas.  The Union Army Balloon Corps, operated 

the first air reconnaissance by directing Union bombardment out of Arlington Heights near the Chain Bridge.   

 

        Following the Civil War, Falls Church remained a rural 

community and by 1875 gained township status, electing their 

first mayor.  The town of Falls Church retro-ceded to Fairfax 

County in 1887 and in 1948 it became an independent city in 

order to control its municipal services, including the school 

system that was segregated, but would face the issue a year 

after this cover was mailed, following the 1954 desegregation 

rule by the U. S. Supreme Courtôs.  Today Falls Church is 

within the beltway and the farm land has move some distance 

south and west of the city. 
























