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USS KANSAS (1863 -1883) & THE FIRST WOMAN MAYOR
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Figure 1
2" Attack chartFort Fisher
U.S.S. Kansas Gunboat James River, Virginia

Yes, there was an earlier.S.S. Kansabesides théJ.S.S. Kansas BB launched in 1905. This ship
was 836ton screw steam gunboat, first in its class. The ship was built at the Philadelphia Navy Yard in
Pennswania. TheU.S.S. Kansasvas commissioned in December 1863 and was assigned to the North
Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

The U.S.S. KansaéFigure 1) operated in the waters of Virginia and North Carolina. On 6 May 1864,
she encountered the Cedkrate ironclad rarRaleighoff New Inlet, North Carolina. Laten May she
captured the blocka&drunning steamefristam Shandy.She participated in capturing the blockade runner
Annieand destroying th8tormy Petrelduring maneuvers in October anéd@mber of 1864. She was part
of an attempt to capture Fort Fisher in late December 1864 that was aborted, but the second attempt
January 1865 proved to be successful as shown in a chart, giving the positions of 58 ships, including tt
U.S.S. Kansaand the line of fire on Fort Fisher (Figure 2).

There is not much known about the ship and a photo taken on the James River, in Virginia aroun
February to April 1865 is the only visual record of the ship (Figure 1). The white steam coming from her
smokestack can be seen in the photo. Three officgersitiing on the shore of the James River. She
remained on the James River until April 1865 and was decommissioned at Philadelphia in May, but sh
returned to active service in July with the South Atlantic Squadron. She would be decommissioned again |
1869 and then back again in September 1870 serving in the Caribbean and Gulf of Witxiadinal
decommission in August 1875.
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USS KANSAS

GUNBOAT .
LAUNCH 29 Sep 1863 e B —_—
COMMISSIONED 21 Dec 1863 MAY 25,1985 "Jm

DECOMMISSIONED 10 Aug 1875
Dimensions: 129' 6" x 29' x 10' 6" ——
Displacement: 625 Tons
Armament: 1 x 150-pound rifle 2 x 12-pound

= Wp)
ARGONIA, KANS

67004

Crew: 108 Speed 12 Knots
Pictured below during US CIVIL WAR 1863\ e

Figure 30 Event Cover with Cachet added of the U.S.S. Kansas

An Event Cover (Figure 3) celebrating the Centennial on May 25, 1985 of Argonia, Kansas with a
Cachet added by MhCachets USCS 7913 provides additional information on the gunboat such as ti
armament aboard the ship and the number of crew members. WditadinsHip the cachet has to the

centenni al celebration of Argonia is unknown, 0
stories!!

The event cover is franked with a 22A Flag o
specialcancel |l ation from the 061990 The dable ciscle @andel depiCtea t
sunfl ower , the Kansas State FIl ower and two hea
Stateb. At the bottomiorfstt hWomam cMaeyartdo.st ates T

Argonia is located in far western part of Sumner
County Kansas (Figure 4) along the Atchison, Topeka and |72 %5
Santa Fe Railroad which ran across the middle of the| -Coni:
County throughthe County Seat oiWellington. The v
County, organized in 1873, takes its name frome
Honorable Charles Sumner, a distinguished Senator from|-s /s 3\"\
Massahusetts. The interest in theunty was the cattle
drives on the Chisholm Trail from Texas.
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Following the Civil War mmigrants began settling in
various parts of thetate of Kansas and women started to
get involved and renewing their demands for more
political involvement in the affairs of city, state and federal SMouth’ Haven, 1 o'}
government. Several familiesere of Quaker ancestry Ikt - N Hlmewel 117
havng come to America from England with William Figure 4
Pennds col onWekdme. The mitiallylsettleds h i
in Pennsylvania, and thamenton to Ohio. One of these
families Oliver Kinsey and his wife Terissa Ann White
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settled nealamira, Belmont CountyOhio.On Mar ch 2, 1860 their daugt
Kinsley was born. In 1872 the family moved to the Kaw valley near Silver Lake in Shawnee County, Kansas

Dora Kinsey attended the district school near Silver Lake until 1878, whemtgnecethe Kansas State
Agricultural College as a sophomore. While at Manhattan she met Lewis Allison Slater, from the Melville J.
Slater family, former Lt. Governor of Kansas. Slater graduated in 1879 and he married Dora on Septemb
1, 1880 at Silver &ke.

In 1882 they moved to Argonia where Slater managed a
hardware store. I n 1883 Dor af
bought the hardware store and
& Sl at er 0 ter studied \aw sn tHe Iside with a local
attorney and was prepared to take the bar. In 1885 the town of
Argonia was incorporated and Oliver Kinsey was selected its
first Mayor and Lewis Slater was selected City Clerk. The
ordinances of the towwere draw up by Mr. SlaterTwo years
later the Kansas Legislature enacted the franchise of women in
first, second, and third class cities and since Argonia was a third
class city, the women became eligible to vote in the town.

N Back i n 1883, hristidn @empécancta brfos C
(W.C.T.U.) had been organized along with the right to vote.
Members of the W.C.T.U. made enforcement of the state

Figure 5 prohibition law a prime issue of the city election. The women
Dora Slater in 1887 at age 27 called a caucus and selected a slate of candidat@snien they
considered to be qualified fol

political labels. When the President of the W.C.T.U. in Argonia did not show up at the meeting, Dora Slate
(Figure 5) presided over the caucus.

The town had a group ahen that felt the field of politics was their exclusive domain and resented the
intrusion of women into their affairs. In fact, two of the men had attended the W.C.T.Us eenecheckled
the proceedingdf hey were Awetso trying to intimidate eve
of their choice but were voted down by the womer

A secret caucus of 20 townds men gat heteachthe i n
W.C.T.U. a lesson when they drew up a slate of candidates just like the one the women drew up, except f
the office of Mayor , they inserted Mrs. Sl ater 6
slate, but the men would not vote for a wam resulting in only 20 votes for the W.C.T.U. slateiclvh
would be an embarrassmeMrs. Slater was the only officer of the W.C.T.U. that was eligible to run for
office as all the othersvied outside the city limitsAnd, in those days you did not leato declare yourself a
candidate before the election.

On El ection Day wearly voters were shocked to
Republican Party of Argonia. They sent a delegation to see her and found her doing the faily lau
totally unaware that her name was on the ballot. They explained the trick and then asked if she would acce
if elected and she agreed. With this, the delegation said they would vote for her to turn the tables on tf
group of men. Mr. Slaterwasa ear |l y voter and he became angry w
and even more so when he went home and found that his wife agreed to serve if elected. At 4 P.M. Do
went to the polls with her parents and voted. It was not considered poogmEetfor oneself in those days,

Sso Mrs. Sl ater |l eft the AMayoro unmar ked. By |
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W.C.T.U. voted for Mrs. Slater in such numbers that she received two
thirds majority and was elected the first woman Maiyothe country.
At the end even her husband ad]j
some pride he would often make

A

mayor . 0

Following her term as Mayor thiamily moved to Oklahoma in
1893 where her husband practiced law until his death in 1916. Dora
Slater moved to Norman, Oklahoma where she continued to bg
involved with womends groups unt

Figure 6

Dora Slater in 1954 on $4irthday
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DONOGT SWEAT THE S MAblralph LSt BntUNeaFDanielson

This is the 24" in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your coltethat you would
like to share please let us know.

This small stuff comes to us from

t he air t hat i s [
cover t hat measur es
i nch. The cover i

Air Mail Stamp epicting the Statuefo
Liberty, New York Skyline and the
Lockheed Constellation (Scott #C35)
issued Aug. 20 1947 and tied to the
cover with two sixwavy line circular
datestamp from Falls Church, VA on
Aug. 3, 1953. The unusual aspect of
this cancelltion is that for some eson

it was machineanceledwice, with the
cover turned to achieve the second
cancel.

Falls Church, Virginia is located at
the border ofthe District of Columbia
(DC). In fact the original 1791 boundary
stones of DC are located between the
City of Falls Church and Arlington
County in public parks. The City of Falls Church was incorporated in 1948, but its beginning dates back t
1733 when the 6Wi | builaunof @odfor hé TrudosPari€hh By 1€5[ the Church was
referredtoai The Falls Churcho as it was |l ocated on t
Potomac River. George Mason (1748) and George Wgtsim (1763) served as Vestrymia the Church.

Falls Church was a farming communityand t s begi nning was just a fr
the American Civi l War started the fAneighborhoo
weather and land to farmTherefore when the vote came to secession the percentage was about 75% for an
25% against. Falls Church would change hands several times during the War. The Confederates establist
a headquarters in the town following the First Battle of ManassasUfiba Army Balloon Corps, operated
thefirst air reconnaissance by directing Untoombardment out of Arlington Heights near the Chain Bridge.

Following the Civil War, Falls Church remained a rural
community and by 1875 gained township sta@lscting their
first mayor. The town of Falls Church retteded to Fairfax
County in 1887 and in 1948 it became an independent city inj\L-
order to control its municipal services, including the school s
system that was segregated, but would face the iss@ara y ik
after this cover was mailed, following the 1954 desegregaﬂon
rule by the U. S. Supr eme
within the beltway and the farm land has move some distance
south and west of the city. '
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