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Donot Sweat t he Small Stuf f

Another nice little cover. This one sent to Vera Cruz, Mexico.

Ships Ahoy!
Background on the subjects of the USR®ruary 4, 201&sue honoring Distinguished Sailors
Somalia
A brief philatelic history of the AHorn of Af
Travel Kansas
Believe it or not ther@ a place in Kansas nameldigh!!
Bill Mauldin

A nice little article on cartoonist Bill Mauldin.



DONOT SWEAT THE SHysdlELDani8sdn U F F

This is the 12" in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would
like to share please let me know.

The cover shown at
inches by 2 1 i nches
Goldsnith Brothers, 77 Nassau St., New York.
Today Goldsmith Brothers has been replaced
with a oO0Bli mpied Subs

Small Coveii New York to Mexico 1916

77 Nassau St. New York

The cover is franked with a 1 s hingt
#424 or #462) and is tied to the cover witliné cancel from the
Hudson Terminal Station in New York City in 1916. The cover was
sent to an Arthur M. Huilat the VeraCruz Coal Co. in Vera Cruz,
Mexico.

There were two Hudson Terminals in New York, a North and a
South, but both Terminals are now part of the arbara/the Twin
Towers werelocated and have been partially demolished.

The city of Vera Cruzs a major port city on the Gulf of Mexico. ,
Founded in 1519 Dby Her n§8n aGunber ®sji
of invasions, mostly by the United States and France, the last being i
1914. The area is rich matural resources with a large percentage of

its water supply in found in Vera Cruz. It is an important
source of metals such aon and copper, a great deal

¢ - | )
T, ——f . " 1Y .,:'J I :
mining involves normetallic minerals such as sulfur, silica, LS T gl
calcium and marble. ) f
S .
W iy o, I

South Halson Terminal

The northernpart of thestate is amajor oil producer. ,_
Although not as abundanasother natural resources, coal was AN / )
part of the overall mining industry. WAL [f._fi.
Due to its natural resources and strategic location along th L
Gulf of Mexico it has the prospects of being very prospert Vera Cruz, Mexico

and able to carry on under the worst of times.
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SHIPS AHOY by Neal E. Danielson

The U. S. Postal Service issued atesgant of
four Distinguished Sailors on February 4, 2010.
The 44A comme mor aWilame
Sowden Simsa Commander of U. S. Naval Forces
during WWI, with theUSS Sims (DE059)insignia;
Arleigh Albert Burke an Admiral who eventually
became Chief of Naval Operations, with th&S
Burke (DDG51) insignia;John C. McCloya career
Naval Officer who receiveé two Medals of Honor
for separate acts, with tHéSS McCloy (DELO38)
insignia; andD o r i s A Do rtheefist Blsidk | |
American hero of WWII during Pearl Harbor, with
the USS West Virginia,in panes of 20 in
Washington, D.C. (Figure 1).

Figurel
Distinguished Sailofs Sims, Burke, McCloy, Miller

The U. S. Postal Service issued atesgantseto f f our 33 A Di st i ngu96sdmed
May 3, 2000: Major General John L. Hines, with lafantry Division Insignia; General Omar N. Bradley,
with First United States Army Insignia; SergeantiAlC. York, with 829 Infantry Division Insignia and
Second Lieutenant Audie L. Murphy, witff &fantry Division, stamps designed by Phil Jordan.

On November 10, 2005 the U. S. Postal Service issuedtaese ant of four 3&A Di
(Scott #396164): Lieutenant General John A. Lejeune; Lieutenant General Lewis B. Pdfléarine
Division Insigna; Sergeant John Basilon& Marine Division Insignia; and Sergeant Major Daniel J. Daly,
739 Machine Gun Company™8arine Regimentnsignia, stamps designed by Phil Jordan.

As with past issues in this series each stamp bears the insignia of eag®
sailors command and/or division.

William Sowden Sims (10-151858 to 9251936) was bornin
Ontario, Canada and graduated from the U. S. Naval Academy in 1889. H|
was an Admiral in the United Staté&lavy and was credited with modernizing
the Navy (Figure 2).

The UnitedStatesnaval forces operating in Europe during WWeénre
under the command of Sims. Never one to let obstacles stand in his way wh
it came to improvements he wroteatitly to President Theodore Roosevelt in
1902 to achievais goal to reform navaunnery.

Figure2

He served as President of the Naval War College for two terms and r
in October 1922.

Admiral W. S. Sims

The U. S. Navy honored Sims by commissioning three db§S Simsnd one transport vesddbES
Admiral W. S. SimsThe first ship was a clagb70ton destroyerJSS SimgDD-409), commissioned in
August 1939 (Figure 3). She served in the Atlanticher next two and one half years (198%2), taking
part in fleet training exercises, neutrality pa
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Harbor in December 1941 she transited to the Pacific,
as a unit of Task Force 17, arouneé thSS Y orktown
(CV-5) and operated in the Central and Southern
Pacific during the first part of 1942. In May 1942
she was assigned to escort t&S NeoshdAO-23)

as the U.S. carriers maneuverdd confront the
Japanese forces advancing dtiack PortMoresby,
New Guinea.

During the earlyphase of the Battlef the Coral
Sea, enemy carrier plandsund the destroyer and
oiler. In an overwhelming air attack, she was sunk
and theUSS Neoshwas so badly damaged she had to
be sunkas well Figure3

USS Sims (DBI09

The second ship was a class of Buckley destroyer e4¢88, SimgDE-154/APD-50), commissioned
in April 1943 (Figure 4). She served the Task Group (TG) 21.6 escorting tankers from Curacao to Derry
Northern Ireland, making 20 crossings following transfer to New York escorting tankers. This was followed
briefly with a missioras a training ship then agsed to Pearl Harbor in Feb. 1945

Figure4

USS Sims (DE54/APD50)

In March she sailed to the Philippine Islands and joined Task Unit 51.13.16, bound for the invasion of
Okinawa and remained there from 1 April toMay, 1945.

On the evening of 18 May, 1945, two kamikaze planes attatked planes were hit by ardircraft
fire and crashed so close to the ghiport side that it lifted the ship out of the water and the shock caused
major oil leaks and daage to machinery and equipment. The crew was able to repair the damage in order tc
continue their patrol. On the 94f May she was again attacked by a kamikaze that was hit bgisoraft
fire and crashed close aboard the starboard. As a restitapin®l sprayed over the ship 11 crew members
were wounded.Simsdeparted Okinawa on 27 May with a convoy to Saipan as an escort before continuing
on to repair damages at Leythilippines She returned to Okinawa on 26 June and rendezvoused at sea
with the Tokyo Bay Occupation Force south of Japan. She transported a group of British Marines and Roy:
Navy personnel at the Yokosuka Naval Base on 30 August and on 1 September she landed a company
U.S. Marines at the Tateyama Naval Air Station. Follgya side voyage to lwo Jima she operated in the
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Japanese home waters until 28 November. She arrived in San Diego 17 December 1945 and then to N
York and was decommissioned 24 April 1946.

Figure5 Figure 6

USS Admiral W. S. Sims (AR7) USS Sims (DE059)

The third ship to honor Admiral Sims was not a destroyer escort. UBS%Admiral W. S. SintaP-
127) was a Bensedass transport, built in Alameda, California, commisst®eptember 1945 (Figure 5).
She never received her armament and fire control equipment which was cancelled since the WWII ha
ended. She made four trips as a Navy transport, two round trips to Manila, one to Okinawa and one |1
Inchon in Korea, Okinawand Manila. She was decommissioned June 1946 and turned over to the War
Shipping Administration for simultaneous transfer to the Army and was stricken from the \Xessa|
Register in July 1946She would receive a civilian crew as USAd@miral W. S. $nsbut was later renamed
in honor of Army Brigadier General William O. Darby. She would be used basically as a Military Sea
Transportation Service (MSTS) and would be used to transport Korean War veterans; support the Sixth Fle
in the Mediterranean; udan the buildup to the Viethnam War. She would once again be assigned to the
Navy but retained the Army classification and name. She eventually was towed to Texas in 2005 an
dismantled.

The fourth ship or the third destroyer escort ship wasJ®8 Sim¢DE-1059) (Figure 6) commissioned
3 January 1970. Following a shakedown at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, she was at sea to evaluate the feasib
of placing Tight Airborne MultiPurpose SysterfLAMPS) helicopters on this class of ship. In 1971 she was
assigned special testing and evaluation of modern underwater sound detection equipment. In early 1972 <
was deployed with the"BFleet in the Mediterranean. Following an availability periocearly 1973 she
conducted artsubmarine rocket testing in the Caribbean on two different occasions. On 14 Septembel
1973, she sailed with her own air detachment and the cai®8rFranklin D. RoosevdIEVA-41) for North
Atlantic and €' Fleet operatins. She returned to her home port 27 March 1975 operating out of Mayport,
Florida and continues operations to the Mediterranean and other European Countries.

Arleigh Albert Burke (10-19-1901 to 11-1996) was born in Boulder, Colorado and graduated from
the United States Naval Academy in 1923 (Figure 7). Following graduation he prepared for combat b
serving aboard battleships and destroyers. When World War Il came he sperittenghim a Naval Gun
Factory in D.C. and then the remainder in the South Pacific commanding Destroyer Division 43, Destroye
Di vision 44, Destroyer Squadron 12, and Destroye
promoted to Chief of Sthto the Commander First Carrier Task Force 58. Shortly before Japan surrendered

he was aboard botiSS Bunker HilandUSS Enterprisewhen they were hit by kamikaze planes during the
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Figure 8

USS Arleigh Burke (DDG1)

Okinawa campaign. Followinthe War commanded tHgéSS Huntington@L-107) off the coasbf Africa.

He was promoted t&ear Admiral in 1949 and served as Navy Secretary on the Defense Research anc
Development Board. During the Koreanhe was ordered taluty as Deputy Chief of Staff to Cmdr.

Naval Forces, FaEast andn July 1951was amemberof the UN Truce Delegation which negotiated with

the Communists for military armistice in Korea. Aftem®nths in the truce tents he went to the Office of
Chief d Naval Operations (CNO) and would become Chief of Naval Operations in 1955 and promoted to
Admiral, skipping Vice Admiral.

Burke served during the depth of the Cold War, a critical time in world history. He was involved with
the Eisenhower Administratiotetermining the needf about 40 Polarisuclearsubmarines. His terms as
CNO, were times of growatand progress, in theaMy; he was transferred to the Retired List on 1 August
1961.

The Admiral himself was present at the commissioning ceremony &fSi$eArleigh Burke (DDG1)
(Figure 8), anArleigh Burkeclass guided missile destroyer, on 4 July 1991. SecrefaDef@nse Dick
Cheney delivered the keynote address during the commissioning ceremony. After being commissioned al
thorough testing of the new design, better knowl
evade anadt destroy antship missiles. The allsteel construction provided good protection for her
superstructure and she could operate in environments contaminated by chemical, biological, or radiologic
materials.

She was deployed to the Mediterranean Sea and the A@Biata i n 1993, serving
during Operation Provide Promise. I n 1995 back
No-Fly Zone over Bosniilerzegovina. During 2062001 she was deployed to the Mediterranean and Red
Seas ad in the Persian Gulf, enforcing UN sanctions against Iraq. In 2003 participated in Operation
Enduring Freedom and Operation Iragi Freedom withiB8& Theodore Roosevidt carrier battle group.

In October 2007 it operated off the coast of Somaliantr@rate operations.

John C. McCloy (1-3-1876 to 524-1945) was born in Brewster, New York and enlisted in the U. S.
Navy in March 1903 (Figure 9). He received the Medal of Honor twice as a sailor in the United States Navy
He received his firsbne for distinguished conduct in the presence of the enemy in the Boxer Rebellion as
part of The Eight Nation Alliance sent to Peking, China in June 1900W&deta Stamp Club Newsletter,
Vol . 77, No. 11 &0 Hiskory anil Tuitwe o€ &tapdd &5 DAys at Pekirdgy Parts | and
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