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MONEY TALK  by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        There are those in this world that talk philately or are philatelist and all about stamps and postal history.  

Yet there are those who talk Numismatist or Numismatic thatôs all about coins (money).   There were two 

young boys by the name of Samuel Hudson Chapman, born July 15, 1857 and his brother Henry Chapman, 

born October 18, 1859 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  At the age of 16, Henry began working for a 

Philadelphia coin dealer by the name of John Haseltine in 1875 and by 1878 Henry and his brother Samuel 

formed a partnership and went into the coin business.  They revolutionized the numismatic business when 

they developed innovative ways of preparing deluxe, large-size format, auction catalogs.  The catalogs gave 

a full description of the coin lots along with other pertinent information so the buyer could make an informed 

decision about the lots; they even provided high quality photographic plates developed by Samuel Chapman.  

  

        The Chapman Brothers success became a reality in 1882 when they acquired the Bushnell sale and 

would go on to handle numerous collections of their day.  Although they dissolved their partnership in 1906, 

the brothers would continue with their passion on an individual basis until the early part of the 1920s.  

Samuel and Henry were both collectors, but would sell their own collections that included rare choice coins, 

the first sale being on October 9, 1879 and the second sale May 14-15, 1885. 

 

        Samuel Hudson Chapman and his wife Bertha had three sons.  He conducted 28 auction sales from 

1907 until 1924 before retiring from the business in 1929.  Samuel passed away on September 22, 1931 and 

the remainder of his personal collection and inventory was sold in 1932 by Thomas Elder.  

 

        Henry Chapman (Figure 1) and his wife Helen had a son and three 

daughters.  He conducted 51 auction sales from 1907 until the end of 

his career when he passed away on January 4, 1935. These 51 coin 

auctions included several well known collections, including those 

assembled by Charles I. Bushnell, their first; Henry W. Beckwith, 

George H. Earle, John S. Jenks, Matthew Adams Stickney and Andrew 

C. Zabriskie.   When Henry died his business was continued by his wife 

and one of his long time employees Ella B. Wright until 1948.  Henry 

was the most influential coin dealer to the point that he convinced the 

U.S. Mint to strike 12 proofs of the 1921 Morgan dollar just for him.                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Henry Chapman 
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Figure 2ðCover  Mailed to S. H. & H Chapman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                   Figure 3ðReceived Cancel Date                                                                                 Figure 4ðPine Street in Philadelphia, PA 

 

 

 

        When the Chapman Brothers were in business they did not have the internet and the availability of 

quick access to Auction Houses.  The communication was generally via written letter.  A J. G. Laidacker, 

from Pottsville, Pennsylvania submitted a letter to the S H & H Chapman, located at 1348 Pine St in 

Philadelphia, PA (Figure 3).  The cover is franked with a 2Â George Washington stamp (Scott #248) and tied 

to the cover with a killer cancel and circular-date-stamp postmarked Jul 17 1895 from Pottsville, PA and 

according to the back received cancellation arrived in Philadelphia, PA on Jul 17 1895 (Figure 3). A hand 

written note on the back of the cover listed óLaidacker Ans 7/17/95ô, that may indicate a question was 

answered about an Auction or a coin collection.  There was other shorthand note hand written on the back of 

the cover as well. The 2Â stamp was the required domestic letter rate established July 1 1885 for letters 

weighing 1 ounce of less.  Pottsville is the only city and county seat of Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania and 

is located about 97 miles northwest of Philadelphia, thus the same day delivery time from Pottsville to 

Philadelphia.  Pottsville is located in the Pennsylvania Coal Region named for the anthracite coal found 

there.  Today 1348 Pine Street (Figure 4), located to the right in the picture, does not resemble a bustling 

marketplace where the Chapman Brothers were located.  
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Figure 5ðCover Mailed to Chapman Broôs Numismatist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Another individual, Dr. M. R. Carson of Canandaigua, New York submitted a letter to the Chapman 

Broôs Numismatist in Philadelphia, Pa. (Figure 5).  The cover is franked with a 2Â George Washington stamp 

(Scott #252) and tied to the cover with a footprint killer cancel and circular-date-stamp postmarked from 

Canandaigua, N Y on Oct 10 1900.  According to the Received double cancellation on the back of the cover 

(Figure 6) it arrived in Philadelphia PS at Station P on Oct 11 1900. The first cancellation may have been 

stamped when it arrived at the main post office and sent on to Station P where it received the second hand 

stamped cancel. This cover also has a hand written note on the back that states óCarson 10/11/1900ô, but as to 

what was enclosed that is unknown.  

 

        Canandaigua is derived from the Iroquois Indian word ñKanandarqueò which means ñthe chosen spotò.   

The city is in Ontario County, New York and is the County Seat, and is located next to the town of 

Canandaigua, as parts of six neighboring towns share the zip code of Canandaigua mailing address.  The city 

separated from the town to become the village of Canandaigua in 1815 and then became the city in 1913.  

Several well known people have an association with the town in some form or another: Jessie Hawley a 

major proponent of the Erie Canal spent 20 monthôs in the Canandaigua debtorsô prison; Stephen A Douglas 

Figure 6 

Received cancel date and hand written note 
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spent three years as a student in Canandaigua Academy; Susan B. Anthony found guilty of voting and was 

fined $100 in the Canandaigua Ontario County Courthouse and Marvin Sands founded the Canandaigua 

Wine Company in 1945. 

 
 

References: 

Heritage Auction Galleries: http://coins.ha.com 

American Sales & Auctioneers: www.neilsberman.com  

Stackôs Rare Coins News: http://news.stacks.com             
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TRAVEL KANSAS ñNORTH TO SOUTH ñEAST TO West by Neal E. Danielson & Ralph Lott  

 

     Travel KansasðZyba located in Sumner County, Kansas (Figures 1 & 2).  This Registered cover 

(Figure 3) comes to you courtesy of Ralph Lott providing information pertaining to the cover. 

 

        The registered cover is franked with a 2Â George 

Washington stamp (Scott #220), to pay for the domestic 

letter rate in effect at the time and an 8Â stamp from the 

Columbian Exposition Issue (Scott #236) to cover the cost to 

register the letter effective January 1, 1893.  The stamps are 

canceled with a ótargetô or óbullseyeô killer and are 

postmarked with a  circular-date-stamp from Zyba, Kas on 

May 25 1894. 

 

        The hand written ó27/22ô to the left of the CDS was 

written by the postal clerk, with the initials óCPô in  Zyba 

and is signed by the Zyba Postmaster, J. W. Wiees. Upon 

arrival in St. Louis, MO., on May 27, 1894 it received a 

hand Registered Number 18140 along with the hand 

stamped St. Louis, MO. and date of May 27 1894. 

 

     The Zyba Post Office was originally established in 

Dublin on August 14, 1885 and was moved to Zyba on 

October 27, 1887 and was closed on May 14, 1906.  Zyba is 

located in the northern part of Sumner County along the 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad that travels from 

north to south through  the county. Sumner County became a 

major enterprise for the railroad companies due to the 

bumper crops of grain and the transporting of livestock to 

Texas.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Sumner County Railroad Map 

Figure 2 

Sumner County 

Figure 3 

Registered Cover ï Zyba, Kansas to St. Louis, Missouri 

 



 7 

 

        The registered cover was sent to The Globe Democrat in St. Louis, Missouri, a daily print newspaper 

that began its operations on July 1, 1852 as The Daily Missouri Democrat and published its first paper in 

August.  It was one of 21 papers trying to capture the readership in the area.   The Missouri Democrat was an 

Abolitionist paper in a pro-slavery environment.  Its roots date back to 1831 when the Signal and Argus were 

being published.  William McKee (Figure 4) and William Hill were the owners of the Missouri Democrat.  

In 1853 they purchased the Union paper for $15,000 and Daniel M. Houser, who had worked for the Union 

joined the Missouri Democrat. 

 

        In 1854, about the time Kansas Territory opened up, William Hill sold his share of the Democrat to 

Frank P. Blair and B. Gratz Brown resulting in editorial changes taken over by Mr. Brown.  In January 1857 

George W. Fishback purchased an interest in the paper and ñMcKee, Fishback & Companyò were major 

owners, with Daniel B. Houser who held some stock in the paper.   

 

        During the Civil War era President Lincoln was quoted as saying the paper was significantly 

instrumental in keeping Missouri within the Union, the only major pro-Union newspaper in a slave or border 

state.   

 

 

  

        The paper was a straight-forward 

advocate of freedom and the anti-slavery 

movement in Missouri.  Apparently they 

did not have a great deal of impact on the 

western part of Missouri along the Kansas 

border, as the pro-slavery ruffians 

managed to create some fierce battles and 

interfering in the voting process during the 

Kansas Territory era. 

    

       The Daily Missouri Democrat became 

a very popular newspaper following the 

Civil War as it became a major channel of 

information between the developing West 

Figure 4 

William McKee 

Figure 5 

St. Louis Globe-Democrat Building in St. Louis, Missouri around 1892 














