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TRAVEL KANSAS ñEAST TO WEST ñNORTH TO SOUTH  by Neal E. Danielson 

  
     Travel KansasðHalls Summit, formerly known as Warnerton, 

which was Halls Summit, but was originally established as Dixon, in 

Coffey County located in the southeastern part of Kansas (Figure 1 & 

2).  The County was named in honor of Col. A. M. Coffey, a member of 

the first Territorial Legislative Council.  Colonel Coffey died at Dodge 

City, Kansas in 1879.  The County Seat of Coffey County is located in 

Burlington at the cross-rails of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway 

Company and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company 

which also went through Halls Summit.  For more on Burlington and 

Leroy of Coffey County see The Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter, 74(4), 

ñTravel KansasðEast to WestðNorth to Southò subtitled ñTravel  

KansasðCoffey  County  have  a               

Seatò, by N. Danielson. 

 

        On September 23, 1872 a post office was established in a 

settlement called Dixon, about a mile and a half northwest of where 

Halls Summit was established and Thomas Adair was Postmaster, but 

on May 27, 1878 the post office was moved to Halls Summit.   Ezra E. 

Hall was the first Postmaster of Halls Summit for whom the town was 

named.  He arrived in the area around 1876 with his wife and four sons, 

William, Monroe, Oscar and Elmer and one daughter Mary.   Mr. Hall 

was succeeded by Elias Roberds as Postmaster.  Then Mr. Roberds sold 

out to H. C. McCloud and brother-in-law W. C. Warner, who was 

manager of the store and Mr. McCloud was a conductor on the railway.  

The post office would remain as Halls Summit until July 10, 1884 when 

it was changed to Warnerton by petition. That was not found 

satisfactory since the Railroad Station was Halls Summit, so by petition 

it was changed back to Halls Summit on  February 25, 1890.  The post 

office would remain as Halls Summit until it closed on March 30, 1935.   

  

        Halls Summit was always known to have good schools and the first school teacher was W. L. Warriner, 

who eventually when on to finish his education and became Dr. W. L. Warriner, a practicing physician in 

Topeka.  He was followed by S. C. Sondles as the school teacher.  Figure 3 is a post card franked with a 1Â 

Benjamin Franklin stamp (Scott #300) and tied to the card with a four-bar circular date stamp and is 

postmarked from Halls Summit on Oct. 8, 1908. The post card was addressed to an individual in Le Roy, 

Kansas from Nina.  Nina Martin was a school teacher in Halls Summit. 

   

        The terrain around Halls Summit was 92 percent prairie and 8 percent forest.  This is why the Sac and 

Fox Indians often ventured along this route from the north to the Neosho River and then to southwestern 

Kansas to their buffalo hunting grounds. The trees along the creek areas gave the area a serene environment 

similar to the reverse side of the post card (Figure 4) sent by Nina.  Today most of the prairie has been 

converted to agriculture as a means of supporting the families and the community.  The timber consist of 

hickory, walnut, ash, oak, sycamore, cottonwood and hackberry.  Coal underlies a large portion of the area 

with the quality being good to average thickness of the veins is fifteen inches. 
    

 

Figure 1 

Coffee County Railroad Map ca 1899 

Figure 2 

Coffee County 
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Figure 3ðHalls Summit Post Card postmarked  Oct 8 1908 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4ðReverse side of the Post Card in Figure 3 
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Figure 5ðHalls Summit Cover postmarked Dec. 21, 1911  

 

        The Cover shown in Figure 5 is postmarked Dec. 21, 1911 with a four-bar circular date stamp from Halls 

Summit, Kans.  The cover is a 2Â embossed envelope (Scott #U406).  The cover was sent to an individual in 

Ravenna, Ohio from a Mrs. E. L McFadden of Halls Summit.  The McFadden family arrived in Halls 

Summit and purchased the home built in 1884 by Mr. McCloud. 
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BLUEFIELDS  by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        Bluefields (or Blewfields) is the Capital of the 

municipality of the same name and of Regi·n Aut·noma del 

Atl§ntico Sur in Nicaragua (Figure 1).  It is located on 

Bluefields Bay at the mouth of the Escondido River.  The 

municipality derived its name from a Dutch pirate by the name 

of Abraham Blauveldt or Bleeveldt who used to enter the Bay 

and traveled up the Escondido River in order to evade capture, 

repair damages and to just restock his vessel.  Bluefields was a 

rendezvous for English and Dutch buccaneers in the 16
th
 and 

17
th
 Century Bluefields is Nicaraguaôs chief Caribbean port. 

 

     It is believed that black Africans appeared in the Caribbean 

coast around 1641, when a Portuguese ship transporting slaves 

wrecked in the Miskito Cays.  British subjects came on the 

scene in 1633 and around 1666 organized a colony, and by 

1705 they were an authorized establishment.  In 1730 the 

Bluefields came to depend on the British government of 

Jamaica.  The Moravian Church was installed in 1847, and in 

1860 through an agreement between the British and American governments the Miskito Reserve was created 

in the Caribbean Coast of Nicaragua, but the English crown intervened again and brought it under its 

protection. 

 

        Through the efforts of the English and Americans the production of banana and wood brought about 

economic advancement and by 1880 Bluefields was a boom town of commercial activity.  Along with this 

growth came social differentiation, by which the races and ethnic groups were divided: the white population 

was of foreign businesses; mulattoes worked as artisans; the blacks had their niche in physical work, and the 

native population was employed as servants and for other menial work.  The 20
th
 Century brought a steadily 

declining of the economy and before long the country was into Colombian drug smugglers.  

 
                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Bluefields, Nicaragua 

Figure 2 

Cover postmarked from Bluefields, Nicaragua in 1934 






