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THE MESSENGER  by Louis Forster  

  

     As you know, the antique Greeks had a vast pantheon of divinities.  After many centuries, the Romans adopted and adapted 

most these gods as their own.   In the process, there was considerable remodeling, renaming and expansion of roles & duties.   

  

     Today, I am writing of one of these gods ï known as Hermes to the Greeks and 

addressed by the Romans as Mercury.  Our hero was an extremely complex figure 

and I have limited my discussion to only some aspects of his mythology involving 

our great philatelic hobby.  A son of the chief-god (Greek Zeus, Roman Jupiter), 

HermesïMercury is pictured on more postage stamps than his father or any other 

Greco-Roman god.  This article will tell you, my curious reader, why. 

 

  Figure 1bðGreece #1117             The two stamps  (Austria #B324 and Greece #1117) shown in Figure 1a and 1b 

                                             Depict the three distinctive features of our god:  his winged hat, his winged 

sandals, and his double-snake-entwined caduceus.  The winged hat symbolizes his role as a god of  

 Figure 1a--Austria        knowledge.    The winged sandals tell of his duty as messenger of the gods.  The staff represents the two types  

         #B324                 of knowledge over which he ruled:  public knowledge and secret knowledge.   

  

     Those wanting to extend their personal reading lists, will find many secret-message treks of Hermes 

and a scene of sneaking an escort thru enemy lines in Homerôs epic poems The Iliad and The Odyssey. 

  

     Permit me to make a relevant aside at this point!  In older times the Earth was the central planet of 

which the sun, moon and other planets encircled.  The smallest of the planets in the skies was also the 

fastest and, to olden eyes, appeared to have an erratic movement, actually ñjerkingò ahead from 

moment-to-moment, and, on occasion, unbelievably to be moving backwards.   These actions of this 

small planet, which the Romans named Mercury, influenced the way our hero-god came to be viewed.       

Figure 2 is the U. S. Stamp (Scott #2568) depicting the planet Mercury and Spacecraft Mariner 10.                  Figure 2ðScott #2568                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                

      Mercury became the rapidly moving messenger-god of merchants, tradesmen, shop owners, 

farmers, and those ñwho cross borders on business,ò é as well as the purveyor of personal 

messages.  Moving forward, jerkily from here to there, and often retracing his path, the messenger 

performs his new job, a service for the common man and not just for the powerful god-like.  The 

Austria stamp (showing the head of Mercury) in Figure 3 was issued for an international trade fair 

in 1967. 

 

        Figure 3ðAustria #799 

 

     It is not a large imaginative step to see the role of HermesïMercury in todayôs society.  Figure 4 (Philippines stamp #C87) 

portrays him carrying a modern letter and Figure 5 (Ascension stamp #180) shows the god on a 1974 United Postal Union stamp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                        Figure 4ðPhilippines stamp #C87                      
                                                                                                                             Figure 5ðAscension stamp #180 

 

     In 1974, the spacecraft Mariner 10 (shown in Figure 2) provided our first close-up view of Mercury.  In 2008, another U.S. craft 

made a first-pass of Mercury, é its name, more appropriately, was The Messenger. 

  

 

 
              A Kiteôs Tale                                         The moon and other celestial bodies should be free for exploration and use by all 

                       Countries.  No country should be permitted to advance a claim of sovereignty.  
                        Lyndon Baines Johnson 
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SPRING INTO ACTION by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     As far back as 1825 the Territory that was called Kansas was destined to be a land of opportunity and entrepreneurs.  Leavenworth is the 

oldest point in the State of Kansas and can justly lay claim to being a pioneer in nearly every branch of business.  The largest wholesale 

establishment, dealing in hardware and cutlery west of the Mississippi, was one of the great pioneer businesses established in 1856 by J. F. 

Richardson & Co.; the oldest and one of the most extensive wholesale and retail jewelry houses, established in 1856 by R. N. Hershfield; the 

oldest clothing house in Kansas, J. Wollman, proprietor, who commenced business in 1855; one of the oldest and most extensive dry goods 

establishments in the West, Flesher, Schuneman & Co., established in 1857; pioneer sporting goods house of the West established by J. F. 

Schmelzer in 1857; Catlin & Knox, the oldest wholesale boot and shoe house in Kansas established in 1859; Leavenworth was considered one of 

the most important commercial points of the Missouri Valley based upon the variety and extent of her manufacturers.  An abundance of coal was 

found just a few miles from the city at the State Penitentiary, and coal was mined in North Leavenworth by the Leavenworth Coal Company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

                      
 

Figure 1ðCommercial/Advertising CoverðLeavenworth, Kansas 1897 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


