Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter

. My .m“
=
3

Vol. 77, No. 7, July 2009

Click on any of the links below to go directly to the article

The Messenger
The Roman (Greek) god Mercury (Hermes) as depicted on stamps

Pioneering Entrepreneurs in Kansas
A brief histay of the H. G. Hesse BhufacturingCompanyin Leavenworth, Kansas

Kansas
A Brief historyof Marshall CountyKS

Don't Sweat the Small Stuff
Three interesting undersized covers

Ship Mail
Post cards from the German steamdBipmen

Kickin g Mule
Covers with théKicking Mule cache



THE MESSENGER by Louis Forster

As you know, the antique Greeks had a vast pantheon of divingfter many centuries, the Romans adopted and adapted
most these gods as their owin the process, there was considerable remodeling, renaming and expansion of roles & duties.

Today, | am writing of one of these goid&nown as Hermes to the Greekslan
addressed by the Romans as Mercudyr hero was an extremely complex figure
and | have limited my discussion to only some aspects of his mythology involving
our great philatelic hobbyA son of the chiefod (GreekZeus Roman Jupiter),
Herme$§ Mercury is pictured on mor@ostage stampthan his father or any other
GrecoRoman god.This article will tell you, my curious reader, why.

Figure 1b3 Greece #1117 The two stamps (Austria #8324 a@deece#1117) shown in Figure 1a and 1b
Depict the three distinctive featuresf our god: his winged hat, his winged
. sandals, and his doubsmakeentwined caduceusThe winged hat symbolizes his role as a god of
Figure 1la-Austria knowledge. The winged sandals tell of his duty as messenger of the gods. The staff represents the two types
#B324 of knowledge over which he ruled: public knowledge and secret knowledge.

Those wanting to extend their personal regdists, will find many secremnessage treks of Hermes
and a scene of sneaking an es c dghetliadandThe Odgssey n

Permit me to make a relevant aside at this pointblder times the Earth was the centrianet of
which the sun, moon and other planets encirclElde smallest of the planets in the skies was also
fastest and, to ol den eyes, appeared to h
momenitto-moment, and, on occasion, unbelieyatd be moving backwardsThese actions of this
small planetwhich the Romans named Mercunyfluenced the way our hergod came to be viewed.
Figure 2 is the U. S. Stamp (Scott #2568) depicting the planet Mercury and Spacecraft Mariner 10. Figure 25 Scott #2568

e Mercury became the rapidly moving messenged of merchants, tradesmen, shop owners,

: far mer s, and those Awho c¢cross borders on bu
messagesMoving forward, jerkily from here to there, and often retracing his paéhirssenger
performs his new joba service for the common man and not just for the powerfulliged The
Austriastamp (showing the head of Mercury) in Figure 3 was issued for an international trade fair
in 1967.

Figure 30 Austria #799

It is not a large imaginative step to see the role of Hérhesr c ur y i n t Egilra ¥ (Bhilippines stang tH#§87)
portrays him carrying a modeletter and Figure 5 (Ascension stamp #180) shows the god on a 1974 United Postal Union stamp.

CENTENARYof the URL,
1874

Figure 49 Philippines stamp #C87

Figure 50 Ascension stamp #180

In 1974, the spcecraftMariner 10(shown in Figure 2) provided our first clegg view of Mercury.In 2008, another U.S. craft

made afirspass of Mercury, é its ThedMessengermor e appropriately, was
A Kite Gs Tale The moon and other celestial bodies should be free for exploration and use by all
SEIPE S IPE S N Countries. No country should be permitted to advance a claim of sovereignty.

Lyndon Baines Johnson
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SPRING INTO ACTION by Neal E. Danielson

As far back as 1825 the Territory that was called Kansas was destined to be a land of opportunity and entrepreneursrth_eatiesaw
oldest point in the State of Kansas arah gustly lay claim to bein@ pioneer in early every branch of business. The largest wholesale
establishment, dealing in hardware and cutlery west of the Mississippi, was one of the great pioneer businesses este®fi§Had J. F.
Richardson & Co.; the oldest and one of the most extendivdesale and retail jewelry houses, established in 1856 by R. N. Hershfield; the
oldest clothing house in Kansas, J. Wollman, proprietor, who commenced business in 1855; one of the oldest and mosirgxgeasise
establishments in the West, FlesherhBeman & Co., established in 1857; pioneer sporting goods house of the West established by J. F.
Schmelzer in 1857; Catlin & Knox, the oldest wholesale boot and shoe house in Kansas established in 1859; Leavenwaithevess aros of
the most importantommercial points of the Missouri Vall&asedupon the variety and extent of her manufacturers. An abundance of coal was
foundjusta few miles from the citat the State Penitentiggnd coalwasminedin North Leavenworth by the Leavenworth Coal Company.

e W. 6. Hesse & Son Mafg Co.,

Wholesale Manufacturers and Jobbers in

Carriage and Wagon Material.

LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS.
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Figure 10 Commercial/Advertising Coverd Leavenworth, Kansas 1897
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