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TRAVEL KANSAS ñNORTH TO SOUTH ñEAST TO WEST by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        Travel KansasðCassoday located in Butler County Kansas 

(Figures 1 & 2), the largest organized county in the State.  From North 

to South you would travel 42 miles as the crow flies and from East to 

West you would travel 34 İ miles as the crow flies.  Geographically, 

Butler County was defined by the legislature by 1855 while Kansas 

was still a Territory.  Changes were made in several counties 

surrounding Butler County, including Butler itself until February 26, 

1867 when it was established as it now shown. 

 

     Butler County is basically prairie country with 95% considered 

prairie and 5% timber.  El Dorado is the central focus of the County 

and is the largest city and county seat, located on the Walnut River 

about 15 miles above the confluence with the Whitewater River.  The 

Little Walnut River flows along the southeastern part of the County by 

Leon before it travels on to the Walnut below the confluence of the 

two major Rivers.  

 

     The   first   Post    Office   in   Butler   County    was established at 

Chelsea on August 20, 1858, located northeast of El Dorado.  The 

Railroad encountered numerous roadblocks when they attempted to 

build a line through Butler County.  After four failed attempts the 

Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad Company made their proposal 

in April 1876 and the track completed to El Dorado on July 31, 1877.  

 

     The northern part of Butler County is home to the finest cattle 

grazing land in the county, a part of what is called the Flint Hills.  As 

early as the 1850s the Flint Hills were used to pasture cattle.  Small settlements became major stopovers for 

the cattlemen and as the railroad spread across the county so did the increase in cattle from other states 

poured into the grassland. 

 

     One of the small settlements was Cassoday, founded in  1869  but became a town with its first post  office 

that was established July 9, 1906, the same year that the railroad made its way                                                                              

through the town.  Cassoday soon became known as the óCow Capital of Kansasô as cattle from Texas 

brought in by rail were set out to graze on the rich grasses of the Flint Hills.  More cattle were shipped in and 

out by rail in towns such as Aikman, Cassoday, Matfield Green and Bazaar than any place along the Santa Fe 

Railroad.   Today large cattle trucks transport the cattle. 
 

 

Figure 1 

Butler Co. Railroad Map ca1899 

Figure 2 

Butler County 
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Figure 3ðPostcard postmarked from Cassoday, Kans. in 1910 

 

 

        As I continue to write articles relating to Travel Kansas in most cases the correspondence is on a 

postcard.  This was probably due to the cost of mailing a postcard versus a letter when the postcard rate 

remained at 1Â for a long period of time, but the letter rates were 2Â to 3Â and most written communications 

were short and to the point.  The picture postcard shown (Figure 3) was franked with a one cent Benjamin 

Franklin stamp (Scott #331) and tied to the card with a four-bar balloon cancel postmarked from Cassoday, 

Kans. in 1910 (Note: the month is probably January based on the reverse side being a Christmas themeð

Figure 4.)  
 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4ðPictorial side of the PostcardðCassoday, Kans. 1910 
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        The pictorial side of the postcard notes that it 

is a óFriendshipô card and apparently the author of 

the postcard may have had some Irish background 

as the caption above the young lady states ñIrish 

Peasant Girlò.  The card also has a Christmas 

theme, as mentioned earlier.  The interesting part 

of the card is the Almanack for 1910 that we would 

call a Calendar for the year 1910.  However, 

instead of the days of the week going across the 

top they are along the side of each month and the 

days of the month go down instead of across.  See 

cropped section of the Almanack in Figure 5.     

                                                                                                   

 

     Cassoday, Kansas is known as the Prairie Chicken Capital 

of the World (Figure 6).  The Flint Hills of Kansas are home to 

the Greater Prairie Chicken (Figure 7). Harperôs Weekly 

carried a sketch by Theodore R. Davis of a ñPrairie-Chicken 

Shooting in Kansasò from the December 21, 1867 issue 

depicting hunters on horseback having a óhay-day shooting into 

a large flock of Prairie Chickens. I can attest to the fact that in 

the 1960s and 1970s hunting Prairie Chickens around Cassoday 

was a blast as they would come in to feed early in the morning 

and late in the afternoon and you had no problem in getting 

your limit of two, that is if you could follow their flight of 

about 60 miles and hour across the field. Kansas has two 

species of the Prairie Chicken (Prairie Grouse); the Greater 

Prairie Chicken located in the eastern part of the state and 

Lesser  Prairie Chicken located in the southwestern part of the 

state.  There was a third species, the Sharp-Tailed Grouse, but 

they disappeared from their western Kansas habitat during the 

droughts of the 1930s.  The Kansas Department of Wildlife and 

Parks has attempted to restore the Sharp-Tailed but without 

success. The Flint Hills are a roughly 50-miles wide path of 

tallgrass prairie that extends from the Oklahoma border 

northward to about the Nebraska border.  As you travel the 

Turnpike you will now see a Monument when you enter the 

Flint Hills from both directions.   
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Figure 5 

Cropped & Enlarged section of Almanack 

Figure 6 

Cassoday Sign 

Figure 7 

A Pair of Greater Prairie Chickens 
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SALEM TAVERN  by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        When I purchased this Air Mail Cover (Figure 1) it caught my eye from the standpoint of the recipientôs 

mailing address at 2950 Bainbridge Ave. since I went to Bainbridge, Maryland when I entered the U. S. 

Navy for óboot trainingô as well as óHospital Corps Schoolô.  However now that I have the cover another 

aspect has my attention.   The Air Mail Cover is franked with six of the twelve stamps issued January 1, 

1932 to celebrate the Washington Bicentennialðfrom left to right 1/2Â George Washington by Charles 

Wilson Peale in 1777 (#704); 1Â George Washington from Houdon Bust of 1785 (#705); 1 1/2Â George 

Washington by Charles Wilson Peale in 1772 (#706); 2Â George Washington by Gilbert Stuart in 1796 

(#707); 3Â George Washington by Charles Wilson Peale in 1777 (#708); and the 4Â George Washington by 

Charles Peale Polk (#709), for a total of 12Â which was an overpayment since the domestic rate at the time 

was 5Â for the fist ounce.   

 

 
Figure 1ðWashington Bicentennial Issues of 1932 on Air Mail Cover 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 

Salem Tavern 

Figure 3 

Salem Tavern 




















