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Back in the 18 Century one of the most famous explsrand surveya was a seaaptain by the name
of James Cook (1728779) of the Royal Navy. Captain Cook was responsible for many of the Admiralty
charts of the Southern Pacific Islands, New Zealand and eastern Australia. Cook was the first to fix the
postion of South Georgia, and he is credited with the discoveth®South Sandwich Islands. The Royal
Society commissioned Cook to search for the mythieata Australis,in the proces$e circumnavigated
New Zealand creating navigating charts and cladrtise entire eastern coastline of Australia, but he failed to
find the mythical continent.

On his second voyage he commant#dS Resolutioralong with a companion shigMS Adventure
under the command of Tobias Furneaux. The expedition circumnavigated the globe at a very high southe
latitude, becoming the first to cross the Antarctic Circle. The two ships became separated in the Antarcti
fog and theHMS Adventurenade its way tdNew Zealand and eventually back to Britain, while Captain
Cook continued to explore the Antarctic. Although he almost discovered the mainland of Antarctica, he
turned northward towards Tahiti for supplies before resuming his course in an attempttsdiiiern land
massand support ¢he theory of there being another continent in the Southern Hemisphere

The Australian Antarctic Territory cel ebrat
circumnavigation of Antarctica on September 13, 192iui ng t wo st amps: A T7A
Captain Cook, Sextant and Azimuth Compass (Figu
circumnavigation of Antarctica antHMS Resolution(Figure 2). CaptainCook would continue his
exploration ofthe globe to include Hawaii and Alaska in voyages, but those are another story.
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Admiral Richard E. Byrd coordinated several expeditions to the Antar(ficmre 3) to conduct
scientific experiments and geological studies.n @is First expedition Admiral Byrd set up a series of
exploration bases, located on the Ross Ice Shelf, south of the Bay of Whaled, ittidlédnerica. The first
of these bases waestablished in January 1929, but was abandoned in 1930. InLit884Americall was
established about 30 feet above the original 1929 site. Theewsssbriefly set adrift as an iceberg in 1934
but fused back to the main glacieLittle Americalll existed during the 19481 season about six miles to
the north of 1l and this site was carried out to sea in 1288e AmericalV was established in 19467 and
Little AmericaV was established 30 miles to the east on January 3, 1956 at Kainan Baguddderve as
the American base in the South Polar progdamngthe International Geophysical Year (IGY), but the site
went to sea on Iceberg®in 1987.
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Little America successfully established thersti radio
broadcast from the Antarctica that was transmitted 11,000 mile

away around t

United States could pick up the broadcasts. During the-3934
expedition, thousands of souvenir covers were sent fnttle
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Presiden Franklin Delano Roosevelt, anvid stamp [yA

collector and Admiral Byrd were in conversation and Presidery '
Roosevelt suggested that it would be nice if stamp collectorf = =
from around the world were to enjoy a commemorative
cancellation from a United States Post Office set upitde
Americabase when fd made his expedition. Thissulted in
the United States Post Office Department getting involvel
with the philatelic project. President Rosevelt even suggested
that acommemorative stamp be igxi for the Byrd Expedition,
which the President designed. Th&cent Byrd Antarctic
Expedition Il commemorative stamp was issued on October 9,

1933 which made Byrdone of the few living Americans

honored with a commemorative stamp. The stamp was intended solely for philatelic use omintail se
Little America To offset the cost of transporting the mail to and flattie Americaby the Expedition, a
50-cent surcharge was added to the price of the stamp. This cost did not discourage collectors and othe
from sending an estimated 240,0d6@ers to be processed through thitde AmericaPost Office.
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Figure 3

A current map of Antarctica

The majority of the mail was transported by ship when the Expedition departed in lOt833
Another large group wenty regular steamship to Dunedin, New Zealand, where it caygiwith the
Expedition before journeying on tattle America. Mail would continue to flow into Dunedin until around
November 1, 1934 as this was the latest date it could reach the relief ship retulritthg fZomerica.

Initially a Dr. John Qiver LaGorce, Vice President of the National Geographic Society was appointed
honorary Postmaster of the Post Office Liittle America but Leroy Clarke, a member of the Byrd
Expedition was appointed Assistant Postmaster in charge of the actual opeatien®ost Office and Dr.
LaGorce remained in Washington, D.C. However, the task proved tm lgeeiat for him so a request was
submitted to the Post Office Department and they sent Charles F. Anderson and he departed the U. S.
November 7, 1934 andrrived atLittle Americain January 1935 along with 40,000 additional letters, a
canceling machine, assorted postmarking stamps, inks, glues, and a large supply of indelible pencils, in ce
the inks froze. Anderson picked up where Clarke left off an&ddyruary 4, 1935 all the covers had been
cancelled. Anderson returned to the States in March 1935 along with all the mail. The Post Qfifilee at
Americawas officially discontinued on May 31, 1935.

One of the covers that was senLitile Americaby a New York collector (Figure 4) was franked with
the Byrd Antarctic Expedition Il commemorative stamp and tied to the cover with a seven line -ciatelar

stamp from ALittle America Antarcticao adla bpost
Assistant Post master Clarke and hel d. It | at er
del ayed for one year because of difficulties in
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The reverse of the cover shownkigure 4 received a special cancellation once the steamer arrived in
San Francisco, Catifniaon March 25, 1935 (Figure 5).
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TS LETTER HAS BEEN DELAYED FOR ONE YEAR /¢ A4y
BECAUSE OF DIFFICULTIES IN TRANSPORTATION/SUAN 315

AT LITTLE AMERCA; ANTABCTICA s :
7, 1834 <
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Figure 4
Little America, Antarcticd postmarked Jan 31 1934

{ LITTLE AMERICA ——
MAlL RECENED [=——

Figure 5
Reverse side of Covécropped)showing Received Date Cancellation from Little America
Arrived San Francisco March 25, 1935

Even though thd.ittle AmericaPost Office islong gone communications reatiiie continentimuch
fasternow thanthan by steamship. However, weather still plays a major factor in outgoing and incoming
mail delivery as well as supply delivery via aircraft. The Post Offitatée Americawas housed in a 12 by
16 foot multipurpose room by Charles Anderson. He&had by 16 by 18 inch safe to secure money orders,
stamps, cancellation dies, and other valuables. The combination safe is now housed in the collection of t
Smithsonian National Post al Museum and ibkeident.
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DONOGT SWEAT THE Suyviglph Lot afd NedUeFDEnielson

This is the 18" in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would
like to share please let me kno@ this cover was shared by Ralph Lott.

Mourning Coverd This Small Stuff measures 3 3f&hes by 2 7/6 inches with a wurning insert card that
measures 3 | inches by 2 3/ 8st$traet, Bam franpisca dlveeneirdy by
cover is franked with a 2A George Washingtdae st
stamp from San Francisco, C&taD and postmarked Aug 23 1902. The cover is addressed to a Mr. Beans
in San d&se, California. The insertedourning card gives the name Misses Brown that lived at 1059 Bush
St., thanking him for his sympathy.

Mourning covers may be simply defined as bladged, posted letters used in many countries during
the 19" and early 20 centuries as a harbingers of death and messengers of grief. The mourning band:
varied in thickness (width), depending on how recenttioeirrence of death. Generally a band ranged from
a fourth inch wide (some have been found with a band 4.1 cm in width) down to a barmdwas small as
one (1) mm.Mourning covers can be folded letteon black edged paper; these were used beiowelopes
came into general usEnvelopescame into use in the mid 184@%ostal cards were used as early as 1881
basically as a notice of deathostcards that were privately printed with religious ovegamereused in the
early 1900s; Lettesheets with gummed edges folded to becomerselope were sometimes usétiere
are variations in all of these areas.
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Mourning commemorative stamps have been issued by almost every country in the World. Fol
information on this subjéd would refer you to a threeapt series of articlesvritten byRo b e r t 0 B¢
Hirschmann for the Wichita Stamp CluNews | et t er titl ed #APhi | &tlanei c
2006 ; APhil atelic R8qguUiuéem R&0ODK; 2eamnud £ ({nP YPiapr g 86310 c
August 2006.
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TRAVEL KANSAS i NORTH TO SOUTH i EAST TO WEST by Neal E. Danielson

Travel Kansas i Baldwinlocated in Douglas County
(Figures 1 & 2). Douglas County organized1855, was
one of the first ounties established when Kansasritery
opened up in 1854. Theoenty wasnamed in honor of |
Stephen A. Douglas, a United States Senator from lllinoig - __.
and a presidential candidate in opposition to Abrahanj. £
Lincoln in 1860. He was the major legislator bringing about -
the Kansas Nebraska Act resulting in Kansas Territory|:. =~ -Sible)
Lawrence home of the Kansas Jayhawks, is the County Seg lij”;'(%md- Plnatnn'
and was the home of the Emigrant Society traveling from thd /" {iicie 1 - Vipland),
East Coast and establishing a settlement that later becar| "+ gL tpf‘,ﬂrm-dm mnmi ';r
Lawrence and home of the astavery movement. It would Gumu Bt Bt -
become a battle ground for Queell and his band in 1863 I‘TP“’“":‘_

resulting in the burning of the county buildings, the 'Fig'urel
destruction of records, and murder of the County Clerk.

P-" ul{

Douglas County Railroad Map ca 1899

In 1854 the first settlement made in and near what is
now known as Baldwinwas foundedwhen Robert and
Richard Pierson along with several others established claims
and laid the foundations for a prosperous neighborhood. In
June of 1855 some 20 members valiat was called the T H
Palmyra Town Company established a town site3@0 _l_E(EI -
acres;the first building on the town site was a-capin [
thatwaserected in 1854 by a J. Cantriat was used as his
dwelling. This was followed by a building erected by W.
Westfall as a store. The first major structure was called the Douglas County
AfOld Barrackso a 20 x 20 foot square | og buil di
the Town Company and used by others while other structures were erected. A hotel, the Santa Fe Hou:
was built by the Town Companya used both for store and hotel purposes and managed by A. F. Powell.

Figure2

The Palmyra Post Office was established in 1856 and Newman Blood was appointed Postmaster Ju
29, 1857, followed by DariuShook on October 4, 1861. Thewn Company purchad the section of land
adjoining Palmyra on the south k858 and donated it to the Kansas Educational Association, with the
stipulation that ifocate an institution of learning on the section of land. As construction progressed on the
university, otherdegan buildingzariousstructures on the new town site, which was named Baldwin City in
honor of John Baldwin of Ohio. One by one business in Palmyra moved to the new town.millsavda
grist mill wereerected by John Baldwin, and other enterprsesed to be the death blow to Palmyra and it
became MAbut a dream of the past. o Darius Shook
Palmyra to Baldwin City May 22, 1862.

In February 1858 the Kansas Educational Association of the ddisth Episcopal Church, was
chartered by the Kansas Territorial Legislature with the privilege of locating an institution of learning, to be
known as Baker UniversityThe liberal arts institution would be at Baldwin City and under the supervision
of theKansas and Nebraska Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
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THIS SIDE FOR THE ADDRESS ONLY.

Figure 30 Post Card Postmarked Baldwin Dec 23, 1904

The structure was a thretory stone building, erected at a cost of $3,000. Baker University was
chartered February 12, 1858 and by autumn the doors were opened to students. In 1867, the St
Superintendent of Public Instruction in his annual repattse d : ARBaker Uni versit
working, institution in the State. Akestudent population increased so did the need for added space and in
1870 a 60 x 80dut four stol structure was completed.

On April 14, 1887 the town was amged from Baldwin City to Baldwin with Henry C. Carter as
Postmaster who had been appointed Postmaster of Baldwin City on July 23, 1885. He would remai
Postmaster until April 23, 1889. Figure 3 is a Post Card postmarked from Baldwin on Dec 23, 1904 ani
franked by a 1A Benjamin Franklin st amgategtap.ot t
William C. Markham was serving as Postmaster in Baldwin being appointed to the position January 16, 190
and would remain Postmaster when the town wasgéd back to Baldwin City on August 16, 1912 until
January 22, 1915.

The reverse side of the Post Card (Figure 4) depicts two scenes from the Baker University of Baldwin
Kan. At | eft i-Gamphwes @ Ban d gteoEatfthre&inrgireg htt o ghduatebred s
include four Rhodes Scholars and two Pulitzer Prize winners. Today, this tradition of excellence continue
with the ongoing enhancement of programs and facilities to serve both undergraduate and graduate studen
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Figure 40 Reverse side of Post Caril Baker University

Another i con of Baldwin City is <called ASigna
communication was slow. Neither the wires northefairas hed a worl dés intel]l
Still, a lantern from the branches of the Signal Oak near Kibbee Cabin telegraphed a code of signs across
Coal Creek Valley to Blue Mound, where they were flashed in turn to Mount Oread at Lawnenocack
agai n. Thus the settlers rallied when the ruffi
is a red quartzite glacier boulder that marks the exact spot where the mighty white oak stood. The site
owned by the Santa Fe Tréllstorical Society, donated by several civic minded Baldwin City residents with
astipulationthatit he | and be | eft in natural state with

Enjoy the viewJeff!
References:

Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website: Bakkriversity
Blue Skyways website: Douglas County

A Kiteds Tal e
ihave never | et my schooling interfere wi
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