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THE BIRTH OF THE GREAT STATE OF KANSAS

When Christopher Columbus discovered America in 1492, not much was known about this land callec
the United States. Most of the land that was inhabited belonged iradigenous peopléhat were spread
across the continent. When Coronado made his tnes@the planes of Kansas in 1540 in search of the
Seven Cities of Quivirdhe believedthemto be rich in gold. No cities were found, but he did discover the
Ri o Grande and the continent al di vi de. | s,thda 541
true Quivira. Kansas is Quivira and Quivira is Kansas. His journey brought him to the Arkansas Rivel
(Quivira River) up to a point near what is now Fort Dodge and Dodge City then to the great bend in the rive
(Great Bend).

History tells usthat the majority of the land west of the Mississippi River belonged to Spain at the
beginning of the 19 Century, land known as Louisiana Territory was given to Spain by France in 1762 to
pay off some of its debt. Spain was ready to give it up aftgrdihlears of rule. In 1800, Spain transferred
Louisiana to France in the secret Treaty of San
and a general to occupy Louisiana, but Spain still had the authority to govern. From 1798 to 4®Madbp
suspended the right of deposit to the U. S., which had aroused strong reaction among the Westerners.

Christopher Columbus Louisiana Purchase Coronado Louisiana Purchase

2 Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter Vol. 79, Nal January 2011



When Thomas Jefferson, President of the U.S. ((IBWB) and James Madison, Secretary of State
(1801:1808), heard of the pending deal, they sent Robert Livangstho was appointed Minister to France
(1801:1804), in hopes of purchasing the land east of the Mississippi known as New Orleans. This woulc
give the U.S. access to the Mississippi River in order to transport goods by flat boat or arks, such as flou
tobacco, pork, bacon, lard, feathers, cider, butter, cheese, hemp, potatoes, apples, salt, whiskey, beeswax,
bear and deer skins. However, Napoleon | wanted to build an empire in America and would close Nev
Orleans in 1802, so President Jefferson dantes Monroe, as an Envoy to France to support Livingston in
his endeavor to purchase portions of the east bank of the Mississippi Rover. When word came that tt
United Kingdom might bring war to France, Napoleon | had a change of heart and decideel & teel
Louisiana Territory to the United States for fear that the U.S. would send troops to aide the United Kingdom
They agreed to finance minister, Francois de Bleer boi s6 price of 60 mil | i
of American claims againstrénce (a total of about $15 million). The treaty, dated April 30, 1803 was
signed May 2, 1803 and arrived in Washington on July 14, 1803. The United States officially took
possession of the territory on December 20, 1803. The Louisiana Territory ohthndethat would one day
become Kansas Territory.

The land would be explored by many trappers, fur traders, fortune hunters and military personnel
President Jeffersonds first step was t ologisacaur e
Territory. Jefferson sent an expedition westward to find and map a transcontinental water route to th
Pacific Ocean. With approval from the Congress, Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark embarked
on their legendary thregear journey texplore the uncharted West. The expedition included 33 permanent
party members, known as the Corps of Discovery that started the journey up the Missouri River from thei
Wood River camp on May 14, 1804. The Corps of Discovery journey took them aloKgribas eastern
border as they traveled up the Missouri River. The Corps of Discovery returned to St. Lewis on Septembe
23. 1806. Maps were created following their adventures to the Pacific and back.

LEWIS AND CLARK @ EXPEDITION
1804 palal 1954
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{OregonTrail 747
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J: Ny s 1843-1993

Lewis & Clark Lewis & Clark Oregon Trail Overland Malil

President Jef f devastland ke hadlparanaseédavas@ bytthle ehited man, but rather a
land that Indians could be sent to, from east of the Mississippi. An Act of Congress passed March 26, 18(
resulted in French Louisiana being cut in twain. The Territory of Orleansstaislished. Upper Louisiana,
the rest or District of Louisiana, was established with St. Louis as its capital. The Territory of Louisiana
passed out of existence by Act of Congress on June 4, 1812, when it became known as the Territory
Missouri. St.Louis continued as the seat of government and General William Clark, of the exploring
expedition, was appointed the first Governor of the Territory and he was also Superintendent of Indial
Affairs.

The Territory of Missouri that included Kansassvused as a way westward as time passed Col.
Zebul on M. Pi ke crossed the Great Pl ains in 18(
Captain William Becknell established the Santa Fe Trail across Kansas in 1821 to develop trade between t
east and the Mexicans on the west. In that same year the Missouri Compromise allowed Missouri to becon
a State in 1821. In 1827 Col. Henry Leavenworth was ordered to establish cantonment and he traveled t
Missouri river to a point within twenty milesf t he Pl atte River where (¢
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approved as a site by the War Department. The name was changed to Fort Leavenworth in 1832. This w
followed by Captain Benjamin Bonneville exploring routes westward to determine the best t@michsi
1843 the Oregon Trail from Independence in Western Missouri to Fort Vancouver was established.

The first contract for an overland mail service was made with Samuel H. Woodson, of Independence
Missouri. It was a monthly service betweerh at poi nt and Great Salt Lak
Lake Mail 0. The contract was awarded in 1850,
1854. The distance was 1,100 miles and Woodson was paid $19,500 per annum. Thes roaitiad on
horses and mules. In 1854 the contract was awarded to W. M. F. McGraw, of Maryland for $13,500 pe
annum. In 1858 the Overland Mail Service went by stagecoaches for delivery of mail, not only to Salt Lake
but on to California and other psut

Following several attempts by Stephen A. Douglas and others, to establish Nebraska as a state, frc
1844 to 1854 the Missouri Compromise was repealed by the khlefmaska Act of 1854. President
Franklin Pierce appointed Francis Burt of South Carolinthedirst Territorial Governor of Nebraska the
free-state and Andrew H. Reeder of Easton, Pennsylvania as Kansas Territorial Governor on June 29, 18E
However, the people that established themselves as citizens of the Territorydeoidle whetheKansas
would be a freestate or a slavetate. From the time the Territory opened up for emigrants to stake a clam in
Kansas to tb time it became a stateany battles would be won and lost in Kansas. We would see ten
different men serve as Territorial Gomers of Kansas Territory, from Andrew Reeder to George M. Beebe.

During the Territorial period several attempts were made to establish a constitution under which Kansa
might be admitted to statehood. The first was as astage drawn up in Tagka in 1855, it failed. The
second provided for a vote on admitting Kansas with slavery drawn up in Lecompton, it failed. A third
constitution was drafted in Leavenworth in 1858 and adopted by the people, but it failed in Congress. Th
fourth and finalconvention was held in Wyandotte in July 1859 where a constitution was solidly controlled
by the FreeState advocates. The document barred slavery and fixed the boundaries of the State. The U.
House of Representatives voted to admit Kansas in Ap60,1But the Senate, dominated by proslavery
refused. It became a Republican platform issue in 1860 calling for immediate admittance. When Abrahar
Lincoln achieved his victory in November and followed by the secession of those states in the south
resultng in senators and representatives withdrawal gave control to Congress to the Republicans. The b
calling for the admission of Kansas as a state was brought before both houses and it passed on January
1861 and thus Kansas became th8 &ate. Whafollowed is another story ihistory.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY KANSAS!! AP
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DONGT SWEAT THE S MAbyNea ESahiddohr F

This is the 229 in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would
like to share please let us know.

This small cover measures 4 1716
inch by 3 7/8 inch (Figure 1). The cover
was mailed from Augusta, Maine following
a request sent to t
Colorado on AJun 8,
hand stamp, sincéere is no return address
on the cover. The cover has a hand stamp
AHel d for Postageo,
out . The cover is f
Adams stamp (Scott #
Washington stamp (Scott #804) from the
Presidential Issue 0f913 8 f or a t
which was the domestic letter rate at the

Muat vixs Camcd Fe
182 WEST sor¥
Huersse

time (July 6, 1932 to August 1, 1958). Both Colomrweo
stamps received a balloon killer cancel from

Augusta, Maine on Jun 16 1953. Since Figure 1

both stamps received the Cance”atlon' Small Cover Postmarked froAugusta, Maine in 1953

apparently the sender ddinot apply any

stamps on the cover. Another hand stamp:

AThi s I s t he mai | for whi ch you sent
postageo was applied at August a.

Augusta is in Kennebec County and is the iGhmf
Maine. In 1607 the Hfated Popham Colony explored the
area along the Kennebec River, but the first inhabitations
were from the Plymouth Colony in 1629. The original
settlement went by its Indian naé&€ushnoc (or
Coussinoc or Koussinoc), meanifigh e a d of tfi de. o As a
trading post on the Kennebec River, fur trading made it
very profitable. However, with the Indian uprgsn
and declining revenues, thelany sold out in 1861 and the
post remained empty for the next 75 years. It would be
1754 before any major activity took place at Cushnoc and
this resulted from the hotbed ofative uprisings against
British settlements. A blockhouse named Fort Westgrs Figure 2
built at Cushnoc on the eastern bank, to supply Fort Halifax Augusta, Maine on the Kennebec River
upriver, as well as to protect its own region. Benedict
Arnold and his troops, nhumbering around 1,100 used the
Fort as a staging area before venturing upriver to the Battle
of Quebec.

Cushnoc was incorporated as part of Hallowell in 1771 and in February 1797 the Massachusetts Genel
Court set off and incorporated Athe Forto as Ha
Augusta Dearborn, daughter of Henry Dearbdvtaine became a state in 1820d Augusta was designated
its capital in 1827. The city continues to remain prosperous, wsthicih soil for agriculture and water
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