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TRAVEL KANSAS ðEAST TO WESTðNORTH TO SOUTH by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     Travel KansasðRiverdale located in cattle, wheat and 

railroad rich Sumner County (Figure 1 & 2).  The flat rich soil 

that covers most of the county produces large amounts of wheat 

which results in numerous grain elevators along the highways 

and country roads.  The Santa Fe railroad runs east to west 

across the county and the Union Pacific connects Peck, 

Riverdale, Wellington, Perth, Corbin, and Caldwell from 

Wichita to Enid, Oklahoma over tracks once owned by the 

Rock Island. Sumner County was organized in 1873 with 

Wellington being the county seat. The county was named in 

honor of Charles Sumner, the distinguished Massachusetts 

Senator. He was a leader in the opposition to extension of 

slavery into Kansas in 1854, as was proposed in the Bill that 

organized the territory. This led to him being beaten 

unconscious on the Senate floor by a South Carolina 

congressman after a speech Sumner made against pro-slavery 

groups in Kansas in 1856.  During the Civil War, he became a 

leader of the Radical Republicans, arguing for black suffrage 

and urging an extensive program of economic aid, land 

distribution and free education for freed slaves.  Senator Sumner 

led the impeachment movement against President Andrew 

Jackson. 

 

        Early interest in the county was driven by the economic 

opportunities offered by the herds of cattle coming up the 

Chisholm Trail from Texas. The Oklahoma Land Rush put a 

drain on the towns in Sumner County. 

 

        The Railroads became the life blood of the small communities that 

dotted the countryside of Sumner County by the late 1870s.  Flour mills 

began producing and the need to get it to market was vital.  The first railroad 

to enter the county was the Cowley, Sumner & Fort Smith and extension of 

the Wichita branch of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, then came the 

Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston also a part of the AT&SF system.  A 

line of the Missouri Pacific entered from the east and the Chicago, Rock 

Island and Pacific entered from the north. The Kansas City, Mexico &  

Orient Railroad crossed the extreme northwest corner. The Kansas  

Southwestern, from  Anthony to Arkansas City crossed the southern  part east 

to west.  An example of railroads of the period is shown in Figure 3.                                                               

Figure 1 

Sumner County Railroad Map ca 1899 

Figure 2 

Sumner County, Kansas 

Figure 3 

Train Engine of the period 
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        The Post Office in Riverdale was established January 26, 1887 and remained open until September 6, 

1973.   Figure 4 is a 2Â stamped envelope (Scott #U311) with a manuscript cancel from the Postal Clerk in 

Riverdale on May 3, 1893.  The cover was from an Edwin Jarrell of Riverdale, Kansas to a H. P. Jarrell, Esq. 

in Washington DC, Patent Office.  The cover has a hand written note on the right hand side ñnotedò ï ñno 

ans.ò  Since the cover was from a Jarrell to a Jarrell it is doubtful that the letter related to any sort of patent. 
 

 

Reference:  Blue Skyways website:  http://skyways.lib.ks.us/  
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Figure 4 

Cover Manuscript cancelled from Riverdale, Kansas 1893 
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DONôT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF #10 by Neal Danielson 

 

     This is the 10
th

 in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers that were popular many years ago 

before the Postal Service turned to automated sorting machines.   

 

        This óSmall Stuffô represents what I believe to be the richer side of the world.  The cover (Figure 1) 

measures 4 ı inches by 3 inches and is franked with a 2Â George Washington Scott #528A stamp with an 

earliest known use date of July 30, 1920.  The stamp is tied to the cover with a CDS with wavy lines and 

postmarked from Washington, D. C. on Sep 1 1920.  The cover is one made for The University Club of 

Washington.  The University Club of Washington was established in 1904 and became the favorite meeting 

spot for members and their guestsðwith the comfort and convenience of home, as a premier private city 

club.  The Club is currently located at 1135 16
th
 Street, N. W. in D.C. 

 

 

        The cover was sent to a Miss Wisnom at 

Deefhaven Camp, Asquam Lake, in Ashland, 

New Hampshire.  Ashland (formerly known as 

Holderness until 1868) is a small village in 

Grafton County, New Hampshire, chartered in 

1751 but delayed settlement due to the French 

and Indian War until 1761.  It was located on the 

Squam River, that had falls with a 112 foot drop, 

which provided water power (Figure 2) for 

sawmills and gristmills.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 1 

First Class Cover to Ashland, NH 

Figure 2 

Squam River Mill Dam c 1910 
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      Apparently Miss Wisnom was no longer in Ashland, as the cover was forwarded to óThe Monlandsô at 

Bass Rocks in Gloucester, Massachusetts. Gloucester is a city on Cape Ann in Essex County, Massachusetts 

and was founded by an expedition called the ñDorchester Companyò consisting of men from Dorchester, 

England and chartered in 1623.  At first the settlers found it very harsh to make a living due to the rocky 

landscape so the settlement was abandoned, but then in 1642 a new settlement sprang up in what was called 

the Town Green area, an inlet in the marshes at a bend  in  the  Annisquam  River.  As was the law back then, 

once a settlement reached 100 families they had to build a public schoolhouse which was located in the 

Town Green area. They eventually cleared some of the forest and used  the timber to build their  homes as 

well as shipping some of it off to Boston. Most of the soil in and around the area was not suited for  farming,  

although some small farms did manage to survive. Gloucester is an important center of the fishing industry 

(Figure 3) along Bostonôs North Shore area.  

  

        The rock formations along the moors were cleared of timber that gave birth to dwellings being built 

along the coast line, scattered amongst the boulders and swamps.  One of the most popular developments in 

the area was ñBass Rocksò.  By the late 1800ôs a golf course was laid out and built by Herbert Leeds by 1896 

that gave rise to resort areas, such as the Bass Rock Hotel (Figure 4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Reference:  Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website:  University Club in Washington D.C; Ashland, NH; Gloucester, Mass.; and Bass Rocks 
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Figure 3 

Fish Dressing Wharf   ca1908 
Figure 4 

Bass Rocks Resort 
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U.S.S. WICHITA x 2 ð Part 2  

 

        The U. S. S. Wichita (AOR 1) was launched out of Quincy, Massachusetts on March 16, 1968 (Figure 

1).  (See the Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter, 77(5), ñU.S.S. Wichita X 2ò, May 2009).  The Wichita was 

assigned to rendezvous with other ships for replenishing fuel (oiler replenishment) and supplies. The 

commemorative cover in Figure 2 is from the U.S.S. Neosho (AO-143) in celebrating the Launching.  The 

cover is franked with a 6Â Franklin D. Roosevelt (Scott #1284) and tied to the cover with a 4-bar CDS and 

postmarked from the Neosho on Mar 16 1968. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

U.S.S. Wichita (AOR 1) Replenishment Oiler Postcard 

 

Figure 2 

U.S.S. Neosho (AO-143) Replenishment Oiler Cover 

 










