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TRAVEL KANSAS ñEAST TO WEST ñNORTH TO SOUTH by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     Travel Kansas, Buffalo is located in the extreme northern part of 

Wilson County (Figures 1 & 2) and is served by the Union Pacific 

Railroad. Railroad lines crisscross the county due to early mining 

activities, with Fredonia the County Seat being the main focal point.  

The major industry today is the mining and processing of minerals 

used in livestock feed supplements.  The mining is shared with a 4500 

acre ranch where an old volcano crater exists that was active millions 

of years ago. Agriculture, especially ranching, has become an 

important component of the economy in Buffalo.  Among the many 

breeds of cattle raised here are Angus, Limousin (Figure 3) a golden 

red cattle native to south central France and Texas Longhorns (Figure 

4). Buffalo had its beginning in 1857, and incorporated in 1898, as 

most of the land in Wilson County belonged to the Osage Indians.  The 

negotiations between the Osage Indians and the United States in 1865, 

called the Canfield Treaty, sold land at $1.25 an acre. This land could 

be sold to settlers but each allotment was not to exceed 160 acres per 

family.  The Treaty was signed by President Andrew Jackson and was 

enacted January 21, 1867. 
  
 

     The present location of Buffalo is its third since its beginning.  The 

first location was east along the Buffalo Creek and Bloody Run Creek 

and had a post office established by Chester Gould in 1867.  The 

official Post Office was established in Buffalo on September 6, 1867 

and is currently open. The second location was just north of its present 

location in what is known as the Opera Block, built in 1884 but burned 

in 1908.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6ðBuffalo, Kansas Cover February 5, 1935 
 

 

Figure 1 

Wilson Co. Railroad Map ca1899 

Figure 2 

Wilson County 

Figure 3 

Limousin Breed 

Figure 4 

Texas Longhorn 
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        The Buffalo Brick Company distributed brick to many parts of the United States during their heyday 

between the years 1902 through 1966.  Buffalo Brick Company was the largest brick facility west of the 

Mississippi River for many years (Figure 5).    

 

 

 

 

         

 

        An embossed 3Â envelope (Scott #U436) is postmarked from Buffalo, Kans. on FEB 5 1935 as shown 

in Figure 6. The cover is from a S. P. Shatts of Buffalo and sent to The P. H. Albright Co., in Winfield, 

Kansas.   

 

        Penrose Hills Albright (Figure 6), a successful business man in any avenue he perused was born in 

Maytown, Lancaster Country, Pennsylvania in 1852 and in 1876 he came with his brother, Henry Haines 

Albright , to Kansas.  He established a newspaper in Cedar Vale before moving to Windfield in 1881.  Along 

with James B. Moore he formed the firm of  P.  H.  Albright  & Company, mortgage loans, the firm acting as 

the western representative of George W. Moore & Company, of Hartford, Connecticut.  They would 

eventually establish firms in Medford and Newkirk, Oklahoma.  He became a member of the firm of 

Stafford, Albright & Sadil, of Winfield, real estate brokers and abstractors of title.   Mr. Albright became the 

president of the Winfield Construction Company, paving and sewer contractors; of the Union Oil Company 

and owner of valuable tracts of choice farm land. In 1886 he was elected a member of the city council of 

Winfield, his service covered nine years. He served two terms as mayor of Winfield, being elected first in 

Figure 5 

Buffalo Brick 

Figure 6 
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1889-90 and again in 1899-1900.  He died 8 March 1922, so not sure who was managing the P. H. Albright 

Company in 1935. 

 

        Mr. Albright was married to Miss Emma C. Strong of Sheboygan, Wisconsin and they had three 

childrenðCaroline, Penrose and James H.  She was a refined woman and popular in the social circles of 

Winfield.  Their son James H. would serve Winfield as Mayor in 1946.  
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DONôT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     This is the 11th in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would 

like to share please let me know.  Happy Presidents Day, February 15, 2010. 

 

        The U. S. Post Office Department commemorated the Bicentennial of George Washington on January 1, 

1932 when they issued a series of stamps.  The issues as listed in Scott Catalogue: İ Â (#704); 1Â (705); 1 

İÂ (706); 2Â (707); 3Â (708); 4Â (709); 5Â (710); 6Â (711); 7Â (712); 8Â (713); 9Â (714); 10Â (715).  The 

domestic postal rate for 1-ounce letter was 2Â implemented on July 1, 1919, thus the İ Â; 1Â and 1 İ Â by 

themselves did not meet the rate.  The rate increased to 3Â on July 6, 1932. 

 

        The cachet cover shown below was designed to be used to commemorate the last day of use of the 

Bicentennial 1Â issues.  The cover is franked with the 1Â Green Washington Bicentennial Issue depicting the 

head of Washington taken from a bust designed by Houdon in 1785.  A 2Â Olympic Winter Games issue of 

Jan. 25, 1932 (Scott #716).  The Olympic celebrated the 3
rd

 Olympic Winter Games that was held at Lake 

Placed New York February 4 through 13, 1932. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        The stamps are tied to the cover with a killer cancel and circular date stamp of the Washington Bridge 

Station in New York City, New York on Dec 31 1932.  The cachet cover measures 5 7/16 inches by 3 1/16 

inchesðSmall Stuff as compared to todayôs cachet covers.  The small cachet cover was apparently submitted 

by the sender to the Postal Service for cancellation on December 31, 1932 and mailed back to A. F. Gerard in 

Wheeling, West Virginia.  
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KANSAS GOVERNORðTWENTIETH  by Neal E. Danielson    
  
         Born July 14, 1865, in Garnett, Anderson County, Kansas, 

Arthur Capper  attended the common schools where he learned the art 

of printing and subsequently became a newspaper reporter.  Capper was 

married in 1892 to Florence Crawford, the daughter of the 3
rd

 Kansas 

Governor, Samuel J. Crawford.  He started in business when he bought 

out the North Topeka Mail in 1893 and combined it with the Kansas 

Breeze to form the Farmers Mail and Breeze.  From time to time 

Capper added other publications: Capperôs Weekly, Missouri Valley 

Farmer, Missouri Ruralist, Nebraska Farm Journal; Oklahoma Farmer 

and the Household.  By looking at the title of these publications one can 

understand why Capper became very involved in Agriculture.  He was 

President of the Board of Regents of the Kansas State Agricultural 

College from 1909 to 1913, now known as Kansas State University. 

 

        Capper first entered politics in 1912 as the Republican candidate 

for Governor of Kansas; however he was defeated by Democrat George 

H. Hodges.  He produced postcards for his 1912 campaign for Governor 

(Figure 1).  This didnôt stop him from pursuing his political career as he was elected Governor of Kansas in 

1914 and served from 1915 until 1919, winning re-election in 1916, the first native born Governor of the 

State of Kansas. 

 

        Not able to run again in 1918, due to term limits, he pursued another avenue to serve Kansas and the 

United States. Capper was elected to the United States Senate in 1918, becoming one of the longest serving 

Senators representing Kansas from 1919 through 1949, serving five 6-year terms. 

 

        Capperôs major focus during his terms as Senator related to Agriculture serving as chairman of the 

Committee of Expenditures of the Department of Agriculture and the Committee on Agriculture and 

Forestry.  Figure 2 is a ófree frankô relating to Arthur Capper, used while he was on break from the  Senate, 

postmarked from Topeka, Kans., on SEP  27  1934  and sent to the Acting Director, Widows & Dependents 

Claims Service, Veterans Administration in Washington, D.C. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Arthur Capper, 1912 

Figure 2 

Free Franked Cover by Senator Arthur Capper 1934 

 



Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter       Vol. 78, No. 2        February 2010 7 

        Capper served as chairman of the Committee on Claims and the 

Committee on the District of Columbia. He was a very prominent 

Republican and supported the relief efforts and other policies of 

Franklin Delano Rooseveltôs administration. He co-sponsored the 

Capper-Volstead Act. He brought forward an anti-miscegenation 

constitutional amendment outlawing mixed-race marriages, but was 

forced to retreat due to protest from Black American organizations 

(Time Magazine, óMiscegenation, July 23, 1923.)  He became 

Chairman of the Senateôs Agriculture Committee in 1946, but by this 

time at the age of 81 his hearing was about gone and his speech was 

difficult to understand.  

 

        Arthur Capper (Figure 3) was not a man that sat idly by during his 

tenure in politics:  He served as president of the Kansas State Editorial 

association; president of the Kansas State Good Roads Association; 

member of the executive committee of the state and local Y.M.C.A; 

director for several years of the Topeka Provident Association for the relief of the poor; vice president for 

Kansas of the National Welfare League; organized the Goodfellowôs Club in Topeka in order to give timely 

assistance to hundreds of needy persons; president of the International Peace and Equity League; member of 

the League to Enforce Peace; honorary member of the Kansas Womanôs Christian Temperance Union 

(remember Carry Nation?). 

 

         Some of the secret organizations Mr. Capper was involved with are: Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of 

Pythias, Fraternal Aid Association, United Commercial Travelers, and Loyal Order of Moose.  After his 

tenure in the Senate he moved back to Topeka to continue his publishing business, and died in Topeka, 

Kansas, December 19, 1951.  

                                                                                                                                                         

         An interesting aspect of Arthur Capperôs background relating to his interest in agriculture and 

publishing was that of encouraging youngsters to raise produce and livestock.  He is best known for his 

formation of the Capper Pig Clubs for boys and the Capper Poultry Clubs for girls, in this arena.  The Clubs 

eventually merged into the 4-H movement.  He brought about the establishment of the Capper Foundation 

for Crippled Children. This organization still assists children with disabilities.  

  

        Capper is probably better known for his publicationðCapperôs Weekly, that brought in funds to support 

his political career and was very popular among farmersô wives.  Shown in Figure 4 (reduced copies) are two 

commercial covers from Capperôs Weekly: one from the Needlecraft Service, that measure 6ò X 8ò and is 

franked with a 1Â meter postage and one that measures 4 İò X 8ò, from the Pattern Department, franked 

with a 1Â meter postage. One of the interesting aspects of these commercial covers is that the flap opening 

(not shown) is sealed from the bottom on the covers rather than the flap being on top. 

                        

Figure 3 

Arthur Capper, Senator 
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Figure 4 

Commercial CoversðCapperôs Weekly ï  Needlecraft Service (top) & Pattern Department (bottom) 
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