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 Enjoy a post card from Farm Progress 

 

 

U.S.S. Saipan 

 

 View a cover from this ship 
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 A proof set of the 1941 issue 

 

Travel Kansas 

 

 Take a visit to Nortonville in Jefferson County 

 

J. M. Hurst 

 

 A cover addressed to the Chicago Board of Trade 1932 

 

ñNow Thatôs Interestingò 

 

 A cover with a cute corner card 
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Billôs Place 

 

 The small post office in the USA! 

 

 

2011 Duck Stamp Winner 

 

 

 

 

Go to WSC Home Page 

  

http://www.wichitastampclub.org/


 3 

MERRY CHRISTMAS, 2011 ð HAPPY NEW YEAR, 2012  

 

        For all you farmers out there this advertising post card, although not postally used appears to have been 

used by its original owner since the corners had scotch tape used on it at some point in time.  The advertising 

is from Farm Progress a publishing company. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        The post card greets the recipient with a 

Merry Christmas, 1911 and a Happy New Year, 

1912.  The promotion by the Publisher is one 

where someone can purchase a subscription for an 

individual and send the post card to alert them of 

its future arrival (Figure 1). 

 

  ñI consider Farm Progress the best semi-monthly 

farm paper published, and am having it sent to you 

for a year as a little remembrance. 

  I know you will enjoy reading it and you will find 

it very valuable to you in many ways.ò 

 

        A space is provided for a name of the sender.  

It provides a full calendar year for 1912 with Jan. 1 

on Mon. in 2012 itôs on Sun (Figure 2). 

 

        Farm Progress began its publication back in 1819 with its first magazine called American Farmer.  The 

company was started by the Wallace family and continued through three generations of the Wallace familyð

Henry Cantwell Wallace, Henry A. Wallace, and Henry Browne Wallace. 

 

 

 

                           Figure 1-Farm Progress Post Card 

Figure 2-Face of Post Card with Calendar 1912 
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        Over the ensuing years they published Prairie Farmer magazine starting in 1841; this was followed by 

Wallacesô Farmer in 1855 which was a newspaper.  This newspaper publication was instrumental in helping 

provide valuable agriculture information to farmers in Iowa on how to trim their costs and boost profits.  

Prairie Farmer became an affiliate of Farm Progress and purchased a talk radio station from Sears in 1928, 

with call letters ñWLS-AMò and moved to a separate building on West Washington Street in Chicago, 

Illinois and remained for 32 years. 

 

       The Company has changed ownership several times since the Wallaceôs.  ABC Broadcasting/Paramount 

Theaters purchased in 1959; ABC and Capital Cities merged in 1986; The Disney Company purchased them 

in 1996; Rural Press purchased Farm Progress Companies in 1997 and then merged with Fairfax in 2007.  

This later company Fairfax Media is an Australian media company from New South Wales.  Farm Progress 

still publishes agricultural and ranching magazines numbering 22.  They produce 4-farm shows annually 

which include the Farm Progress Show that started in 1953.ð  It pays to advertise!!!  

 

        
Reference: Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia: Farm Progress. 

 

 

 

Return to December Contents     Go to WSC Home Page   

http://www.wichitastampclub.org/


 5 

U. S. S. SAIPAN by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        On 10 July 1944 during WWII the USS Saipan 

(CVL-48) was laid down at the New York 

Shipbuilding Corporation in Camden, NJ.  She was 

launched on 8 July 1945 and commissioned on 13 

July 1946 with Captain John G. Crommelin in 

command (Figure 1).  The War had ended by this 

time so she took on the task of training student pilots 

out of Pensacola until April of 1947 and reassigned 

to Norfolk as homeport before departing for the Gulf 

of Mexico to participate in exercises in and around 

the Caribbean. 

 

        Before departing, the ship produced a cachet 

cover (Figure 2) to commemorate the 20
th
 

Anniversary of Charles A. Lindbergh non-stop flight 

from New York to Paris, France on May 20 1927.  

The cover is franked with the 3Â U. S. Navy issue 

(Scott #935) and tied to the cover with a four-bar balloon cancel from the U.S.S. Saipan (CVL 48) on May 

20 1947.  

 

        She served with the Operational Development Force and in April of 1948 she embarked Fighter 

Squadron 17A where all squadron pilots qualified in FH-1 Phantom jets, to become the first carrier-based jet 

squadron.  Later in the year she was equipped with the latest helicopters and participated in a rescue mission 

around Greenland where eleven airmen were downed on the ice cap, but before they could deploy the 

helicopters a C-47 equipped with jet assist takeoff and skis landed on the ice and rescued the airmen.  
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 - Event Cover postmarked from the USS Saipan in 1947 

                         Figure 1 - USS Saipan (CVL -48) 


























