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DONôT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF by Jamie Schwartz 

 

     This is the 21st in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would 

like to share please let us know.    
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        When this Newsletter began writing stories about ñDonôt Sweat the Small Stuffò and I came across this 

hand made Christmas card sent to our home in Salina, Kansas, I thought it might be of interest to our 

membership.  The card measures 4 İ inches by 2 İ inches when folded.  The card is franked with a 3Â 200
th
 

Anniversary of Nassau Hall issued September 22, 1956 (Scott #1083), so I can assume the card was mailed 

in December 1956.  You can see three wavy cancel lines on the stamp, but since it is a black card the 

cancellation date and postmark is not visible.  However, the Christmas card was to my Aunt that lived in 

Salina by her first cousin who lived in Florida.  Fortunately the address is in white ink which shows up quite 

well on the black background. 

 

        The card folds out to reveal a ñMerry Christmas and Happy New Yearò message and is signed ñLouise, 

Bill, Betsy, Jimmyò.  The photo is Betsy and Jimmy, but not sure if the ñBinghamò on the light post is the 

name of the street or the place where they were staying at the time.  What is unusual about the photo is that 

the two children are dressed in winter clothing and the girl is holding a pair of ice skates, so maybe they were 

not in Florida when the picture was taken, but on vacation where it was cold enough to go ice skating..  
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TRAVEL KANSAS ñEAST TO WEST ñNORTH TO SOUTH by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     Travel KansasðSt. Peter, located in Graham County 

(Figures 1 & 2) is considered a Volga-German community 

and is the western most Kansas community settled by this 

group of emigrants.  Graham County was organized in 

1880 and was named in honor of Captain John L. Graham, 

a Union soldier assigned to Company D, Eight Kansas 

Infantry, killed in action at the Battle of Chickamauga in 

Tennessee on September 19, 1863.  When the county was 

organized the County Seat was in Millbrook, but when 

Millbrook was destroyed by a tornado on August 4, 1887 

the County Seat went to Hill City on March 10, 1888.     

Hill City was named in honor of  W.  R.  Hill, a real estate 

dealer.  At the time Morland and Bogue were incorporated, 

but three towns St. Peter, Penokee and Nicodemus were 

unincorporated.  Nicodemus became populated when a 

large contingent of black pioneers migrated from Kentucky 

to Kansas as a result of Mr. Hillôs invitation. It is now a 

National Historic Site.  Nicodemus established the first 

school and first church in Graham County during the 

winter of 1877-78.  Most of these towns were established 

along the South Fork of the Solomon River and eventually 

the Union Pacific Railroad traversed the county from east 

to west. 

 

        St. Peter settlement was founded in 1894 when a 

large number of families came from Ellis County where 

land was not readily available, but was plentiful in the 

southwestern part of Graham County in and around   

Hoganville.   Eventually the Hoganville site was  abandoned in 1894  and became the site of St.  Peter.   The 

town site and a cemetery plot of 40 acres were donated by Peter A. Rome with one stipulation that the town 

be named St. Peter.  The buildings and cemetery left in Hoganville moved to St. Peter.  The Post Office was 

first opened in Hoganville on June 28, 1894 but changed to St. Peter on September 18, 1899 and was finally 

closed on March 15, 1920.  St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church was established in 1909 by the German-

Russiansô great faith and devotion to this saint.  The Kansas winds and weather took a toll on the wooden 

structure in the town and the only business remaining is Pfeiferôs Service Station.  The community is still 

populated with fifth generation Volga-German farmers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Graham County Railroad Map ca1899 

Figure 2 

Graham County 
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Figure 3 

Greetings Post Card postmarked from Saint Peter, Kans. in 1910 
 






























