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TRAVEL KANSAS ñNORTH TO SOUTH ñEAST TO WEST by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     Travel KansasðCouncil Grove located in Morris 

County (Figure 1 & 2) geographically in the heart of the 

Flint Hills of Kansas. The Flint Hills are a scenic wonder. 

Natives, explorers, settlers, and visitors have all been awed 

by the rolling hills and the tranquility of the prairie.   

 

        The history of Morris County it can be said to be the 

history of Council Grove.  Council Grove acquired its 

name as a result of the European Americans and the Osage 

Nation coming together at this location to negotiate the 

passage of wagon trains filled with settlers along the Santa 

Fe Trail.   

 

        Part of the Trail is now the Main Street in Council 

Grove.   

 

        One of the first European-Americans who came to the area was 

Daniel Booneôs grandson, Seth Hays, in 1847 to establish trade with the 

Kaw Indian Tribe; before the year was out he had established a trading 

post.  In 1857 he opened his own restaurant calling it the óHays Houseô.  

 

        Council Grove was officially incorporated by the Territorial 

Legislation in 1858, but its first post office was actually established on 

February 26, 1855 or should I say the second Post Office since the one at 

Council Oak was the first  post  office as it was  where settlers  left their 

mail to be picked up and transported along the Santa  Fe Trail.  The Federal Government established a 

contract in 1849 with Waldo, Hall & Co., to deliver mail to Santa Fe and Council Grove was the only trading 

post between Independence, Missouri and Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

 

        In 1854 following the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act the Federal Government appointed Andrew 

Reeder as the first Territorial Governor and soon thereafter he traveled to Council Grove.  Governor Reeder 

anticipated that he might establish Council Grove as the Territorial Capital, but his attempt failed since the 

land that he wanted would have had to be obtained from the Indians.   

 

        Morris County originally was established as Wise County in 1855, but was changed to Morris County 

in 1859 in honor of Thomas Morris, U. S. Senator from Ohio in 1832 an opponent of slavery.  By 1868 the 

Missouri, Kansas, & Topeka Railway traversed the county from Skiddy in the northwest to Dunlap in the 

southwest giving Council Grove a boost, but it would encounter a few hard knocks along the way, such as 

flooding of the rivers and streams and fires.   
 

Figure 1 

Morris County Railroad Map ca 1899 

Figure 2 

Morris County 
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Figure 3ðPostcard postmarked from Council Grove in 1912 

 

 

       Fast forward to the turn of the century and we find that Council Grove, the County Seat of Morris 

County has grown in population as well as popularity due to the railroad and the establishment of schools, 

churches, banking and other merchandise stores.  Figure 3 is a postcard franked with a one cent George 

Washington stamp (Scott #405) and tied to the card with a circular-date-stamp and killer footprint cancel 

from Council Grove on Dec 15 1912 and mailed to an individual in Illinois.    

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4ðPictorial side of Postcard ï Neosho River, Council Grove, Kans. 
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        The pictorial side of the postcard depicts a section 

of the Neosho River in Council Grove (Figure 4).  The 

Neosho River whose headwaters are in Morris County 

flows southeast through Kansas and joins the Arkansas 

River.  The Cottonwood River joins the Neosho River 

in Lyon County around Emporia and joins the 

Verdigris River at the confluence of the Arkansas 

River (Figure 5).  The river is about 460 miles long. 

Once it joins the Arkansas River it becomes part of the 

Mississippi River watershed. 

 

        The Neosho has been dammed at several points 

along the way by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 

as part of flood control.  The river is dammed above 

Council Grove forming Council Grove Lake and at 

New Strawn in Coffey Country forming John 

Redmand Reservoir. 

 

        Pioneer women played an important part in the 

progress of this great country.  The first white woman 

to reside in Morris County was Mrs. Mitchell the wife 

of Mr. Mitchell who came to the County as the 

Government blacksmith in 1848. 

   

     In 1912 the National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution was 

organized.  One of the major projects of the Society was to honor the pioneer 

women for their faith, endurance and courage as they  traveled  the trails 

westward.  The plan was to design a monument to the Pioneer Women and 

place one in each of the 12 states along the National Old Trails Road, from 

Bethesda, Maryland to Upland, California.  Judge and future President Harry 

S Truman guaranteed the expenses of the erection of the Monuments. On 

September 7, 1928 the third monument was erected in Council Grove, Kansas 

(Figure 6). The monument was designed by Arlene B. Nichols Mass and 

depicts a pioneer woman holding a baby and another child holding onto her 

dress. The monument was done by sculptor August Leimbach and titled 

ñMadonna of the Trailò. 

 
 

References: 

Council Grove website: http://councilgrove.com/ 

Skyways website:  http://skyways.lib.ks.us/counties/MR/ 

Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia website:  Council Grove, Neosho River and Madonna of the Trail 
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Figure 5 

River Map ï Kansas and Oklahoma 

Figure 6 

Madonna of the Trail 
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KITCHEN TABLE by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        Postcards were often used back in the 1800s and early 1900s to advertise products and services  even 

though there were newspapers that could just as easily been used to advertise in the place of postcards.  

However, newspapers were not printed in color to draw attention to the products or services being offered.  

Taking advantage of the color aspect is one used by a company located at 419-421 E. Douglas Avenue, 

Wichita, Kansas, the C. S. Daniels, Furniture and Carpet House (Figure 1) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1ðPostcard Advertising C.S. Daniels Furniture and Carpet House August 1910 

 

 

     The postcard has a óscrollô at the left with the following statement: A Place for Everything.  A place for 

everything, and everything in its place makes light work of Kitchen duties.  Equip the Kitchen with up to date 

conveniences, and a womanôs work is half done.  A work table with slides and bins, a Kitchen cabinet with 

drawers and compartments to keep supplies at your finger tips, and there is an end to flurry and confusion.  

Come in and see the latest Kitchen conveniences, at prices so reasonable, that no one can afford to be 

without them.  Youôll be delighted with them.ò   
 
















