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Now thatôs Interesting! 

 

 A nice little early air mail cover 
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  by Neal E. Danielson                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       In Part I we found out that Captain James Cook was the first to circumnavigate Antarctica (Figure 1) and 

Admiral Richard E. Byrd set up an outpost they named Little America where the U. S. Post Office 

Department established the first Post Office on the southern continent.  Part II will continue the adventures 

of Admiral Byrd in Antarctica. There were other American explorers that were involved in various 

discoveries relating to the Antarctica.  Four were commemorated on a se-tenant issue of Antarctic Explorers 

(Scott #2386-2389) by the U. S. Postal Service on September 14, 1988 (Figure 2).  Nathaniel Palmer (1799-

1877) an American seal hunter, explorer, sailing captain, and ship designer, discovered a peninsula of the 

Antarctic during the summer of 1820-1821 while hunting seal off the coast of Cape Horn (Figure 2, upper 

left).  Lt. Charles Wilkes (1798-1877) was an American naval officer and explorer.  In 1838 his voyage took 

him to Argentina, Chile, Peru, Samoa, New South Whales and from Sidney, Australia he sailed into the 

Antarctic Ocean in December 1839 and reported the discovery of an Antarctic continent west of Ballery 

Island, then continued his voyage to numerous islands and  the western United States before ending at New 

York on June 10, 1842 (Figure 2, upper right).  Richard E. Byrd (1888-1957) was an American naval officer 

and explorer.  In 1928 the first expedition to Antarctica involved two ships and three airplanes. On 

November 29, 1929 the famous flight to the South Pole and back was launched.  The following another 

summer they returned to North America on June 1, 1930.  Byrd would undertake four more expeditions to 

Antarctica from 1933-35, 1939-40, 1946-47, 1955-56, and as part of the multinational collaboration for the 

International Geophysical Year (IGY) 1957-58.  Byrd commanded the U. S. Navy Operation Deep Freeze I 

in 1955-56 which established permanent Antarctic bases at McMurdo Sound, the Bay of Whale, and the 

South Pole. Lincoln Ellsworth (1880-1951) made four expeditions to Antarctica between 1933 and 1939. 

Using  his aircraft  transporter  and  as  a  base  a former  Norwegian  herring boat that he named Wyatt Earp 

after his hero.  He discovered what would be called the Ellsworth Mountains of Antarctica during a trans-

Antarctic flight on November 23, 1935.  Lake Ellsworth is also named in his honor (Figure 2, bottom right).    
 

Figure 1 

Modern Antarctic Map 

Figure 2 

Antarctic Explorers Scott #2386-2389 
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Figure 3ðPole Station, Antarctica U. S. N.  Dec 15, 1956 

 

 

        Operation Deep Freeze (ODF or OpDFrz) was itôs codename for a 

United States missions to Antarctica.   Operation Deep Freeze would be 

conducted in two phases: Operation Deep Freeze I in 1955-56, followed 

by Operation Deep Freeze II during the International Geophysical Year 

(IGY) of 1957-58.  The missions were a collaboration effort between 40 

nations to carry out earth science studies from the North Pole to the South 

Pole and at points in between.  The U. S. Navy was charged with 

supporting the scientists for their portion of the IGY studies.  The United 

States, along with Great Britain, France, Japan, Norway, Chile, Argentina, 

and the U.S.S.R. agreed to go to the South Poleðthe least explored area 

on Earth. 

 

        Operation    Deep   Freeze I prepared a permanent research station 

and paved the way for more exhaustive research in later Operation Deep 

Freeze operations.  The expedition took place over the Antarctic summer 

of November 1955 to April 1956. Seven ships and 1,800 men participated 

in the first year.  They established an airfield at McMurdo Sound and 

another base was built   near   Little  America  in the Bay of               

Whales. 

 

        Operation  Deep   Freeze II   expedition was during the Antarctic 

summer of November 1956 to April 1957 resulted in a permanent station 

at the South Pole along with three other IGY stations: Byrd station in 

Marie Byrd Land; Wilkes station in Vincennes Bay; and Ellsworth station 

on the Filchner Ice Shelf.   

 

        Robert Chaudoin, a Navy yeoman was serving as temporary postal 

clerk at the Pole Station, so he broke out his equipment and struck a 

December 15, 1956 cancel on nearly 250,000 pieces of mail that had 

Figure 4 

Insignia Patch 

Figure 5 

Pole Station-Byrd (left), Siple (next to Byrd) 
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arrived by plane.  Pole Station, Antarctica was now for real. Figure 3 is one of the covers postmarked from 

the Pole Station, Antarctica U.S.N. on Dec 15, 1956.  The cover is appropriately franked with a 3Â Navy 

Issue of Oct. 27, 1945 (Scott #935) since the U. S. Navy was heavily involved in the Operation Deep Freeze 

operation and tied to the cover with a four-bar slogan cancellation óU. S. Navy Operation Deep Freezeô.  The 

cover is from Mrs. Montgomery and Miss Eva Jackson, a member of the Wichita Stamp Club at the time and 

sent to Mr. George E. King of Wichita, also a member. On October 27, 1957 after about eight-months at the 

Pole Station, a C-124 air-dropped a load of supplies and personal mail. Thoughts of  loved  ones  and  friends 

intensified after being isolated that long. 

 

        Insignia patch (Figure 4) for Operation Deepfreeze, as it was referenced by the Antarctic Devron Six, 

notes that Courage, Sacrifice and Devotion were part of the required fortitude to endure the environment on 

Antarctica.  Even though Admiral Byrd was in command of the operation, effective control of the operations 

were under Rear Admiral George Dufek.  Chief of the scientific staff at the South Pole was Paul Siple.  Siple 

had been on prior expeditions with Byrd back in 1928.  Shown in Figure 5 are Admiral Byrd (left) and Siple 

(next to Byrd) taken at the South Pole.   

 

        By the end of Operation Deep Freeze I, twelve ships and 3,400 men would be involved in the 

expedition and establishing support bases and scientific experiments.  Operation Deep Freeze II succeeded in 

the establishment of the South Pole.  Initially, a support base was built near the Beardmore Glacier where 

supply planes returning from the pole could stop and refuel.  The base could also serve as an emergency 

rescue site.  At the pole, the construction team built shelters, a power station and workshops.        
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  Migratory Bird Hunting & Conservation Stamp  

 
        We are not the only creatures that had someone looking out for their independence.  

  

        On July 13, 2010 we celebrated the 92
nd

 Anniversary of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 to 

implement the 1916 convention between the United States and Great Britain (for Canada) for the protection 

of migratory birds. This offered much-needed protection to many bird species during a time when 

commercial trade in birds and their feathers was popular.  Prior law in the U.S. that covered these areas 

includes the Lacey Act (1900) and the Weeks-McLean Law (1913).  Prior to this Law migratory fowl were 

considered the property of whichever state they were in at any given time. 

 

        Specific provisions in the statute include: Establishment of a Federal prohibition, unless permitted by 

regulations, to ñpursue, hunt, take, capture, kill, attempt to take, capture or kill, possess, offer for sale, sell, 

offer to purchase, purchase, deliver for shipment, ship, cause to be shipped, deliver for transportation, 

transport, cause to be transported, carry, or cause to be carried by any means whatever, receive for shipment, 

transportation or carriage, or export, at any time, or in any manner, any migratory bird, included in the terms 

of this Conventionéfor the protection of migratory birdséor any part, nest, or egg of any such bird.ò (16 

U.S.C. 703). 

 

        Kansas, especially in and around Cheyenne Bottoms near Great Bend is part of the what is called ñThe 

Central Flywayò whereby migratory birds fly from their summer habitat in Canada to their winter habitat in 

southern states.  

 

        On March 16, 1934 an Act of Congress authorized the United States Department of Agriculture to issue 

a Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp to be effective July 1, 1934.  The first stamp depicted Mallard ducks 

alighting on the water, by wildlife artist, Jay N. óDingô Darling (Figure 1).  The Federal Migratory Bird 

Hunting Stamp was required by any person to hunt waterfowl in the United States, even though you may not 

be required to have a hunting license.  The cost was $1 and they were available from the post office.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1ðFirst Duck Stamp 

 

 

        The Federal stamp remained under the Department of Agriculture until 1939 when it changed to the 

Department of Interior and has remained so to date through the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 

        The 77
th
 2010-2011 Migratory Bird Hunting & Conservation Stamp is the American Wigeon by wildlife 

artist Robert Bealle at a cost of $15.  The Federal Duck Stamp dollars are used to purchase wetlands and 

other valuable habitat for the National Wildlife Refuge System, benefiting many different birds and other 

wildlife species.  Waterfowl hunters and stamp collectors have been the mainstay of the Federal Duck Stamp 

program, providing the revenue used to conserve some of the most important wetland and grassland habitats 

within the National Wildlife Refuge System.  But these preserved habitats benefit many other species ï 
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plants, fish, amphibians, and even butterflies ï as well as many other families of wetland and grassland birds 

ï a fact recognized by Americanôs birders.  The stamp can also be used for passage to any Federal Parks.  

Remember, when you buy a duck stamp, you get a return as great as all outdoors. 
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FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT BEFORE THE BIG WAR by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        History repeats itselfðthe year is 1933 and in his inaugural address to the nation of more than 13 

million unemployed, he pronounced that ñthe only thing we have to fear is fear itself.ò  That was the famous 

statement made by our 32
nd

 President of the United States, Franklin Delano Roosevelt who had just defeated 

President Herbert Hoover, with the help of a man by the name of James Farley during the 1932 campaign.  

Ironically his inauguration took place 32 days after his WWII nemesis, Adolph Hitler was appointed 

chancellor.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1ðEvent CoverðInauguration of Franklin D. Roosevelt 1933 

 

 

        The Empire State Philatelic Association out of New York produced an Air Mail Event Cover to 

commemorate the Inauguration of Franklin D. Roosevelt on March 4, 1933 (Figure 1).  The cover is franked 

with an olive green 8Â Air Mail stamp (Scott #C17 issued Sept. 26, 1932) and postmarked on Mar 4 1933 

with a CDS from Washington, D.C.  Roosevelt is listed as Member No. 12.  The signature on the cover is a 

facsimile applied by the Association.  

  

        Roosevelt was reelected in 1936, defeating our own Alf Landon by an overwhelming majority for a 

second term and then in 1940 he achieved an unprecedented third term victory over Wendell Willkie.  

Despite major health issues by 1944 he was reelected for a fourth term by defeating Thomas Dewey, but only 

served a short period of time before his death on April 12, 1945. 

 

        Franklin D. Roosevelt was born January 30, 1882 in Hyde Park, New York to wealthy parents of Dutch 

and Flemish descent.  He attended Groton, Harvard University and Columbia Law School.  He married his 

fifth cousin, Eleanor Roosevelt in 1905 and took his bar exam in 1907 and practiced law in a New York City 

firm.  However, the law practice soon lost it appeal so in 1910 he decided politics might be the best choice so 

he entered the New York State Senate race as a Democrat and won an unexpected victory.  He was reelected 

in 1912 and eventually assisted Woodrow Wilson by delivering the New York delegation at the Democratic 
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Convention.  This led to being appointed Assistant Secretary of the Navy by President Wilson.  He loved the 

sea and helped prepare the fleet for combat during WWI. 

 

        Following the war Roosevelt was chosen as a running mate with Democratic candidate for President, 

James E. Cox in 1920, but they lost the race to the Republicans, but it did establish him as a national figure.  

Tragedy struck in 1921 when at the age of 39 he was a victim of infantile paralysis (Polio).  He fought to 

regain himself and rebuild his life and the affliction gave him a determination that was missing in his early 

years.  He again nominated Alfred E. Smith as candidate for President in 1924 but the public opted for 

another candidate.  However, Smith urged Roosevelt to run for Governor of New York and he won and 

would be re-elected in 1930 following the onset of the Depression.  Roosevelt built a great team around him 

and planned his run for the presidency and he was selected at the 1932 Democratic convention and made this 

declaration in his acceptance speech ï ñI pledge you, I pledge myself, to a new deal for the American 

people.ò   Three months following his election he survived an assassination attempt by a deranged 

unemployed bricklayer to go on and become the 32
nd

 President and made this additional statement in his 

addressðñasks for action, and action now. Our greatest primary task is to put people to workò. 

 

        Upon entering the presidency he began a hectic reform program: he closed banks for four days; he got 

greater power to take control the economy; The Emergency Banking Relief Act gave the President and the 

Treasury greater powers; public spending was reduced; Prohibition was repealed; The Federal Emergency 

Relief Act gave relief directly to states and localities; Agricultural Adjustment Act subsidized farmers; 

National Industrial Recovery Act established the Public Works Administration; the Civilian Conservation 

Corps; the Tennessee Valley Authority.  Even after his first 100 days he continued on towards his óNew 

Dealôðgreater regulations and the stock market were introduced; Labor rights were extended.   The Social  

Security Act of 1935 broke new ground for the relief to the  unemployed,  the disabled, the needy, and for 

retirement payment to the elderly.    

 

        The U.S. Postal Service commemorated Rooseveltôs New Deal (First New Deal 1933-1934 and Second 

New Deal 1935-1936) in the 1930ôs Celebrate the Century issue (Scott #3185e) stamp depicting the alphabet 

of numerous programs (Figure 2).  Within three years major changes had transpired, but some of his 

programs ended up being struck down by the Supreme Court as being unconstitutional.  This did not detour 

Roosevelt as he won reelection in 1936 defeating Kansas Governor Alf Landon for the presidency.  He 

attempted to limit the Supreme Court and give him power to appoint a new justice for every existing justice 

over the age of 70, but Congress rejected his ñcourt packingò proposal.   Additional setbacks in his programs 

and more Republicans being elected to Congress led to no major domestic legislation by 1938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 

Roosevelt ca 1937ðRoosevelt Stamp 1882 
Figure 2 

 






















