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Don't Sweat the Small Stuff 

 More on the beauty of small covers. 

 

Samuel Beckett 

 This article highlights a number of stamps commemorating the life of Samuel Beckett. 

 

Missile Mail 

 The story of the first official mail delivered by missile. 

 

Travel Kansas 

 A little of the postal history of Linn County, Kansas
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DONôT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF #6 by Neal E. Danielson 

 

 

     Does your mail box get cluttered with advertisements and utility bills contained in #6 ¾, #9 or #10 

Window Envelopes?  In this time of economic downturn maybe we should consider going back to the 

Window Envelopes available during WWII, it would save our trees, cut down on waste, both for the 

production of the envelope as well as its contents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        This óSmall Stuffô is a commercial cover franked with a 1½ ¢ Martha Washington coil stamp (Scott 

#840) and tied to the cover with a slogan cancellation from New York, N. Y.  óGrand Central Annexô.  The 

commercial company is T.A.P.P.I., located at 122 E. 42
nd

 St, New York, N.Y. and postmarked in 1944.  The 

envelope measures 4 ¼ inches by 2 9/32 inches. 

 

        Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper Industry or T.A.P.P.I., was founded in 1915 to provide a 

forum for the professionals involved in the industry.   In addition to pulp and paper, TAPPI includes some 

allied areas of packaging (such as corrugated fiberboard, flexible packaging, lamination, adhesives, coatings 

and extrusion).  TAPPI is a registered not-for-profit, international (Non-Governmental Organization) whose 

membership includes engineers, scientists, managers, academics and others involved in the areas of pulp, 

paper, and packaging. 

 

     TAPPI evolved into the worldôs largest professional association serving the pulp, paper, converting and 

packaging industries.   TAPPI provides a peer-reviewed, scientific forum of quality for its members to gain 

knowledge and networks to help them in their professional lives. 
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Belgium Scott #1780-n 

First Day Cover by Colorano ñSilkò  
Scott #522  

 

STAMPING   ON  SAMUEL   BECKETT    by  Jeff  Lough 

 

       Born in 1906 in Dublin, Samuel Beckett was a native of Ireland. This 

native son and his work have been celebrated with several Irish stamps; 

however, it was in France that Beckett wrote his great works and generally 

lived.  As a young man in Ireland Beckett was a protégé and friend of the 

great James Joyce (Belgium Scott #1780-n) and (Ireland Scott #522).  Both 

writers wrote unusual, difficult, and greatly influential works.   

       Beckett developed and maintained a lifelong interest in the visual arts.  He 

has been considered a writer of the ó40ôs to 60ôs movement labeled ñThe 

Theater of the Absurdò a phrase also applied to Eugene Ionesco, Jean Genet, 

and Harold Pinter.  These playwrights were influenced by Alfred Jarry, Pirandella, and such silent film greats 

as Buster  Keaton  and  Charlie  Chaplin.  The following piece from one of  Beckettôs  prose  works  

demonstrates the profoundly minimalist, very small, deprived, and depraved universes that Beckett 

repeatedly created:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     ñAll known all white bare white body fixed one yard legs joined like sewn.  Light heat white floor one 

square yard never seen.  White walls one yard by two white ceiling one square yard never seen.ò  From Ping 

(1967) 
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Ireland Scott #309 Ireland Scott #418 

France Scott #2038                            

Germany Scott #1549 
Ireland Scott #623 

      While in Ireland he befriended the painter Jack B. Yeats
1
, a brother of the great Irish poet, William Butler 

Yeats.  Jack Yeats was celebrated on an Irish stamp (Ireland Scott #309) and has had one of his own works 

released as a postage stamp (Ireland Scott #418 - ñThe Shanachie.ò Or storyteller).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

     Beckett was a struggling playwright and writer until after the 

Second World War.  He befriended and supported a noted French 

painter before the war, Bram Van Velde
2
,  whose work was later 

celebrated on a   French stamp  (France, Scott  #2038, issued in 1987) 
                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Besides the influence of Joyce, the Yeatsô family, and his 

circle of friends in France, Beckett was also strongly influenced 

by classical philosophers such as Herodotus and Schopenhauer   

(Germany Scott #1549).  As a preface to his only film script, 

Film, Beckett  quoted  the 18
th
  century Irish philosopher and 

cleric  George  Berkeley, in that ñThings exist only in so far as 

they are perceived.ò  (Ireland Scott #623) 
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France Scott #1411 

 

France Scott #1123    

Ireland Scott #817                           

Ireland Scott #945 

 

Ireland Scott #945                           

Ireland Scott #1578                           

Sweden Scott #2492                           

 

 

 

        During the German occupation of France during 

World War II Beckett was a member of the 

underground resistance.  After the war he was 

awarded the Medal of the French Resistance and the 

French War Cross, which are in turn celebrated on 

French postage, (France Scott #1411 and France Scott 

#1123, at right).
3 

 

 

 

 

        Beckettôs greatest work, Waiting for Godot, 

played a major role in his winning the Nobel Prize in 

Literature in 1969 and is commemorated with two 

Irish stamps Scott #817 and Scott #945  

 

 

 

 

 

A recent Irish/Swedish joint issue in 2004 also commemorates his life.  The 

issue by Ireland is the single Beckett stamp from a booklet (Ireland Scott 

#1578) and the Sweden stamp is a booklet pane of four including Beckett plus 

three other Nobel Prize winners in LiteratureðW. B. Yeats, winner in 1923; 

G. B. Shaw, winner in 1925; S. Beckett, winner in  1969;  and S.   Heaney,   

winner  in  1995  ( Sweden  Scott 2492).                    
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