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Now Thatôs Interesting 

 

 An interesting little propaganda cover for Ottawa, Kansas 

 

The 1939 of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth to Canada 

 

 Showing a first Day of Issue cover commemorating the event. 

 

Donôt Sweat the Small Stuff 

 

 Another nice little cover. This oneôs from Germany to an address in Kansas. 

 

Rationing 

 

 A short article on World War II ration stamps. 

 

Flood Waters 

 

 A Philatelic link between Argentina and Germany 

 

Wichita Stamp Show 

 

 Vignettes from the 2010 Cessna Stamp Show 
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NOW THATõS INTERESTING by TON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        

Figure 2 

Back of Cover - Cropped 

Figure 3 

Franklin Co. Railroad Map ca1899 

Figure 1 

Cover Postmarked from Ottawa, Kansas ca1887 
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The corner card cover above (Figure 1) is franked with a 2Â George Washington (Scott #213) and tied to the 

cover with a circular date stamp from Ottawa, Kansas around 1887 or early 1888.  J. G. Dougherty of Ottawa 

had written a private letter to a Reverend in Boston, Mass.  However the cover may have been sent by Mrs. 

Dougherty as she was a member of the Womenôs Home Missionary of Kansas and served as Treasurer in 

1890. 

 

        The back of the above cover (cropped) has an interesting advertisement for the town of Ottawa (Figure 

2).  The square box at the top, with a number of lines crisscrossing over the town of Ottawa, does not show 

rivers but rather proposed or current railroad lines.  At the top of the square is the statement ñAll Streams 

Flow To The Seaò, but inside the square each one of the lines are identified.  Starting at the top center and 

going clockwise, we have: St. Paul, Main Line; Chicago & Kansas City Main Line; St. Louis, Main Line; 

Cairo, Line, Proposed; Galveston, Main Line; Santa Fe, Branch; San Francisco Line; Utah Main Line; 

Manitoba, Line, Proposed, with OTTAWA, KANSAS, 8,000 POPULATION.  This is followed by the 

following statement: Six coal mines in the county, improved water power (not used), abundance of cheap 

building material, street cars, water works, gas, electric light, telephone, seventeen churches, three school 

houses, one college, property at legitimate values.  WE WANT MANUFACTURERS.  Write to 

SECRETARY BOARD OF TRADE. 
 

        As can be seen in the Railroad Map around 1899 (Figure 3) only seven railroad lines crisscross Franklin 

County and one of the lines goes through North Ottawa, rather than directly through the town of Ottawa.  

The two major Railroads were Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe and the Missouri Pacific.                                     
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OTTAWA TO OTTAWA  by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        In an earlier article ñAll aboard the Royal Trainò (Vol. 77, No.10, October, 2009) we presented the first 

visit by the Royal Family to Canada in May 1939 of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth (Figure 1). 

 

        King George VI and his bride, Queen Elizabeth, planned to bolster support for Great Britain in North 

America with what was to be known as the Royal Tour of Canada.  The planned month long tour began in 

the spring of 1939 to take the British monarch to North America, a first for a reigning British monarch.  They 

would take a whirlwind whistle-stop tour from coast-to-coast of Canada and the United States.  Two 

competing railroad lines, the Canadian Pacific Railway (Figure 2) and the Canadian National Railway 

(Figure 3), would each supply half the cars.  The Royal Couple traveled nine-days by Ocean Liner, marked 

by heavy seas, dense fog and towering icebergs to Quebec City.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      

        Canada issued a set of three postage stamps May 15, 1939 

to commemorate the visit of George VI and Queen Elizabeth to 

Canada (Figure 4). Scott #246, a 1Â green and black, depicting 

Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret Rose; Scott #247, a 

2Â brown and black, depicting the War Memorial in Ottawa; 

and Scott #248 of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.  The 

First Day of Issue Cover is franked with all three stamps and 

tied to the cover with two separate CDS postmarked from 

Ottawa, Canada on May 15, 1935. The National War Memorial 

(Figure 5) is located in the heart of Ottawa in Confederation 

Square. The tall granite structure contains 23 bronze sculptures 

and was built to commemorate WWI veterans. In 1925 

competition was held and out of 127 entries, the one submitted 

by Vernon March was selected and was completed on October 

19, 1938.  The Memorial has since been rededicated in 1982 to also include WWII and the Korean War 

veterans and in the year 2000 the Tomb of Unknown Soldier was added to the Memorial.  

     
 

Figure 1 

The Royal Couple 

Figure 2 

Canadian Pacific Railway--Westbound 

Figure 3 

Canadian National RailwayðEastbound 
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       The Royal Couple started their westward tour on May 18, 1939 completing their Royal Train ride of   

8,377 miles on June 15, 1939, with whistle stops along the way  (Figure 6).  Ottawa, Canada is the Capital of 

Ontario Province and was the long time tribal territory of the Odawa or Odaawaa First Nations people of the 

Algonquin people. They have continued to assert that they did not surrender their land to the Canadian 

Government, nor did they sell the land nor give it up by conquest. 
 

 

Figure 4 

First Day of Issue cover May 15, 1939ðOttawa, Canada 

Figure 5 
 

National War Memorial 

Figure 6 
 

Royal Couple stopover at one of the Train Stations along the route 
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        The First Day Cover in Figure 4 is addressed to an individual in Ottawa, Franklin County, Kansas 

(Figure 7).  The town is named after the Ottawa tribe that lived in the area from 1837 to 1867 and donated 

land for Ottawa University.   The town itself is located on the one of the old Ottawa Indian settlements. 

 

     Other memorabilia were produced to commemorate the Royal Visit, such as the one Cinderella label 

issued by the KenMore Stamp Co., Inc. of Buffalo, New York (Figure 8), depicting facsimiles of the three 

commemorate stamps issued by Canada for the Royal Visit.  
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Figure 7 

 
Franklin Co. Railroad Map ca1899 

Figure 8 
 

Royal Visit Souvenir by KenMore Stamp Co., Inc. 

http://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/franklin/franklin-co--p2.html
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