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THE CHINA CORNER i HISTORY AND CULTURE ON STAMPS by Dennis Murphy

55 DAYS AT PEKING 71 Part Il

The Boxer Rebellion movement which swept across North China at the turn of the twentieth century
was a true grass roots movement of a people who saw their way of life crumbling and believed that the cau
of their distressdy with the grotesque foreign Weerners who were infesting their country. Boxers from
widely scattered villages across upper China seemed to intuitively know when to rise up and direct their fee
toward the capital. As they went along they joined with other groups of Boxers as widdgers who fell
in with them.Their numbes swelled to tens of thousanddong the way, thg tore up whatever railroad
tracks, telegraph lines, schools, churches and even stores selling foreign goods that they encountered.

While the Boxers were rampaging throughout the countryside, most of the foreign residents in the citie:
chose to ignore the early reports of atrocities that reached them. The foi@igsmrsiancavas the result of
their arrogance and a generally heltlddghat the Boxemovement was &Chinese Matteo. The foreigrers
convincedthemselves that the Boxers wowddon be put down by Chinese Imperial fordahat they did
not know was thathe Boxers were beingecretlyencouraged and aided by the very &sie government
they expected to handle the situation.

As the first groups of Boxers began to converge upon the cities, their first targets were the foreign villa
on the citiedoutskirts, which they quickly put to the torckinally shaken from their complacency, most of
Beijing&s foreign community fled to the relative safety of the walled Legation Quiigure 1) located
adjacent to the Imperial PalacEhey were soon joed by hundredsf terrified Chinese ProtestantsMost
Chinese Catholics sought sanctuary in Peitang, the fottkesblorth Cathedral, located in another part of
the city(Figure 2)

Eingang zum Gesandschaftsviertel. Peicing

rance to the legation quarter

Figure 1 Figure 2
Legation Entrance North Cathedral
It was only whernt became too obvious that there would be hin€se army to interdict an invasion by
thousands of Boxers that the British authorities belatedly sent out a plea for help by telegraph, just before tt
lines were cut.

To the north of Beijing, the city of Tianjin came under attack by the Baxbosquickly occupied the

Chinese quarter of the cityThe foreign enclave was able to hold the Boxers at bay, thanks in large part to
the effortsof a young Americamining engineer nametHerbertHoover.
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Hoover hacdcome to NorthChina to heldocatecoal deposits\When the Boxers threatened the city, the
future 31stPresident of the United States took charge of organizing makeshift fortifications that, ultimately,
saved the foreign community.

Meanwhilein Beijing the variousforeign canmunities haggled over whictountry should lead the
defeng effort. In the end, the British won out and quickly assumed overall command of the Legation
districts defense. Merging their forces under a unified command gesdigncedhe effective utilizéion of
available resourceg&ven so, the situation looked hopeless. There were only 507 total Legation guards plus
volunteers who would have to face 20,000 Boxers.

On the morning of June 20, 190&genumbers | T &8 N e
of Boxers began massing around the Legatipn—7
Quarter. At 4:00 in the afternoon they beggqng
shouting, iSha! Sha! Sha! meaning, fKill! Kill! o)
K|II| 0 Thousands of screaming Boxers, mostly arm -Gﬁ fg '

Though vastly outnumbered the Legation gua —
held their ground, directing murderous rifle a dE" :
machine gun fire against the assailants. So mgny & —
Boxers were killed by the defendérdevastating| . 70
fusillade that their piled up bodies soon became |an- s ;
impedimentto the attackers behind them. Eventualby
the attack faltered and the Boxers fell back. Against Figure 3

all odds, the defenders had held the fortification at a Boxer Damage to Legation Quarter
loss of sixty troopsDa mage was done by the Boxer os
to the wall surrounding the Legation Quarter asasho

in the accompanying postcard (Figure 3).

The Boxer attackers never successfully breached the walls of the diplomatic quarter though the
defenders eventually pulled back to a more easily defensible perifie¢eBoxer offensive soon settledan
asiegethat wore on through the heat of fiemmer The Boxers engaged in a typepsfychologicawarfare
against the defenders by creating a newacking, rounethe-clock cacophony of bullets whizzing by,
gongs being beaten, enemy jeers, cannortssivgbloding and the popping of endless strings of firecrackers.

Amid such noise, sleep became almost impossible and exhaustion took its toll upon the defender
While a few people did crack under the strain, many others discovered resestesngth they might,
otherwise, Bver have known they possessdibst of the defenders found relief from the tension by
throwing themselves into the work of strengthening the fortifications. Women spent their time cutting up
bolts of beautiful brocade cloand sewing the material into sacks to make sandbags. Men filled the bags and
stacked them, eventually raising the level of the walls by tenEgetyone pitched in and contributed to the
common defenseConsidering the numbers involved, the Boxers &hdwave easilyoverrun the foreign
Legations. What saved the situatiowere the high level of discipline among the defenders and a
corresponding lack of coordinated leadership among the Boxess. obvious at the time but extremely
critical to the Legatinsdsurvival was the fact that some Chinese officials privately disapproved of the Boxer
attack and, quietly, worked to blunt its effectiveness.
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The Empress DowagégFigure 4) the woman who actually ruled China behind the scenes through a
weak puppetemperor, had been praying that Heaven would rid her country of the scourge of foreign
influence. She began to see the Boxers as He@vanswer to her prayersOn June 21, caninced that the

Boxers would ultimately prevail, she made the cardinal mistake of formally declaring war upon the foreign
powers. This would result in disastrous consequences for China.

Chinese

7
" Empress Dowager

Figure 5
Battle for Beijing

Figure 4
Dowager Empress

Sturm auf die
Taku-Forts

Figure 6
Capture of Taku Fort at Tianjin
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While the siegeof Beijing was raging, an international relief force comprised of 20,000 troops from
eight nations was dispatched to Ch{frigure 5) In the absence of any communication from Beijing, the
Eight Nation Alliance assumed the worst and directed their sffontelieving Tianjin first, taking Takiort
along the way(Figure 6) From Tianjin they marched to Beijing, arriving on thd' 8%y of thesiege They
were astonished to discover that most of Be@ngreign community had survived the maelstradnce the
Legations were secured, Allied troops engaged in a disgraceful rampage of looting the Imperial Palace
wanton vandalism, rape, and indiscriminately shooting down anyone remotely suspected of being a Boxer.

As the foreign troop marched into Beijing, the Empress Dowager hastily changed from her elegant
robes into the simple blue jacket and trousers of a peasant wdmtiis disguise she made her escape from
the palace riding on a donkey cart bringing the puppet Emperor inQowe safely removed from the
capital, she announcethat she would be makingadét o uC i mdds s o utShewounld npotr o v
return to the capital until the terms of Chimaapitulation, known as tiiBoxer Protocol, as well as her own
safe esumption of power had been negotiated and agreed upon.

The destruction of the Boxer movement sounded the death knell for the Qing Dynasty that had rules
China for two and a half centuriesThe dynasty collapsed eleven years later.

Today, many Chinese regard the Boxer Rebellion as a patriotic movenheract, the Chinese do not
even refer to the episode as tBexer rebellion 6The Chinese view of what took place during saenmer
of 1900 can be summed up by what they caliB& guo lian jund meaning (the invasion ofjThe Eight
Nation Allianced

As demonstrated in this article a number
postcards were produced to commemorate
Boxer event. The French produced most of t
cards. Figure 7 was produced by France ang
franked with a stamp from French In@hina post
office, possibly around 190

Pictured are member g
forces that occupied the major cities of North Chi
after putting down the Boxers. Thiparticular G ;
photograph was taken i . b nt s
by the foeign community in those daydjhe Eight : ' ot
Nation Alliance included soldiers from Austria
Hungary, France, Germany, lItaly, Japan, Rusg

Great Britain and the United States of America. * Figure 7

appear s that mo s t of Internationale Gruppe- Tientsin ers
represated n the photo.The men in lte big hats

are U. S. MarinesThere is a Brit and a numbef

colonial troops in turbanslt looks as though

Russian troops at the left front. There is a Japar

in an ovecoat at the right. Probably Frenemd

ltalian in the center and others | caniu#ntify.

Even Gr e aRoyaBvaii Seraide Bnbesed the battle when they prodistathps for the British
troops when they rushed @hina to put down th&oxeri nsur r ecti on. Thhsy Ousd @l
overprinted o6C. EgF.ACh( iag LErxe e @hat yom sea is the cbroptete érst .
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issue from 1901904 bearinghte likeness of Queen Victorién 1904 her image was repkt by that of
King Edward VII. In1913E d wa r ddgesvasiraplaced by that of King George W, sdill overprinted

6 C. EThen fiom 19171921 the India Positamps used in China were replaced by Hong Kong issue
stamps also bearing King George V |Iikeness but

NDIA POSTACE

1

[l

E
s

Figure 8

China Expeditionary Force Stamps

Return to De@mber Contents Go to WSC Home Page
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ALPHONSE MUCHA AND THE ART NOUVEAU OF EARLY CZECHOSLOVAKIAN STAMPS
by Jeff Lough

Alphonse Maria Mucha (Pronounced miha) (24 July1860i1 14 July1939 was aCzechArt Nouveau
painterand decorativartist. He produced many paintings, illustrations, advertisements and designs. He
designed Czechoslovakiabds first definitive post :
was later celebrated by commemoratives issued by modern Czeaiosl

Mucha was born in the townf | v a n IMorave He worked at
decorative painting jobs in Moravia, mostly painting theatricahegg then
in 1879 moved tdviennato work for a leading Viennese theatrical design
company, while informally furtherindnis artistic education. When a fire
destroyed his employer's business in 1881 he returned to Moravia, doing
freelance decorative and portrait painting. Colarl Khuen of Mikulov
hired Mucha to decoratdr u g ov any E mmth mardls, aBaveas | e
impressed enauh t hat he agreed to sponsor
Munich Academy ofine Arts.

Mu ¢ h a 0 sof PaudetAdamsas Joan of Arc, 1909 is featured in
Figure 1, just to give you a feel for his outstanding art work.

Mucha moved tdParisin 1887, and continued his studiesfat a d ® mi e
Julian and Acad ®mi e Whild alsoomoslucing magazine and
advertising illustrations. Around Christmas 1894, Mucha happened to drop
into a print shopvhere there was a sudden and unexpected demand for a new
poster to advertise a play starrigrah Bernhardthe most famous actress in
Paris,atthd h ® ©t r e d e dnthe Boalevard SaidvlartincMucha
volunteered to produce lghographedposter within two weeks, and on 1
January 1895, the advertisemémt the playGismondaby Victorien Sardou
appeared on the streets of the city. The poster was an overnight sensation anc
announced the new artistic style and its creator to the citizens of Paris.
Bernhardt was so satisfied with the success of that first poster that she entered
into a six yeargontract with Mucha.

s

o
%

»

Figure 1

Muchadés Poster of
of Arc

article continued below
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Mucha produced a flurry of paintings, posters,
advertisements, andook illustrations, as well as CESKOSLOVENSKO
designs for jewelry, carpets, wallpaper, and :
theatre sets in what was initially called thecha
Stylebut became known a&rt Nouveau(French
for '"new art’'). Muc hao
beautiful healthy young women in flowing
vaguely Neoclassical looking robes, often
surrounded by lush flowers which sometimes
formed haloes behind the women's head#n
contrast with contemporary poster makers he used
paler, pastel colors. These were lat@produced
on severalCzechoslovakian stamps (Figures 2 &
3:AMusic, 0 Scott i#MgB4 S
#1635 (60h); andi Danceo Scot't A
Figure 2 and ARubyo and
(2.40k) in Figure 3.

b [CESKOSLOVENSKO

2Kcs ALFONS MUCHA 1860 1939

4() Bunis AANETYST

J S¥TRESHR-1963

) Figure 3
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CESKOSLOVENSKO

ALFONS MUCHA
&s 1860-1939
TanIe CYRLE DN

JAVINGHIE- 10

Figure 2

The 1900 Universal Exhibition in Parspr ead t he " Muc h al” sHe gdcazated then t e
Bosnia and Heraz®vinaPavilion and collaborated in the Austrian Pavilion. Ais Nouveaustyle was often
imitated. Howeverthis was a style that Mucha attempted to distance himself from throuhisolifie; he
insisted always that, rather than adhering to any fashionable stylistic form, his paintings celydrqumn
within and Czech artHe declared that art existed only to communicate a spiritual message, and nothing
more; hence his frustration at tHame he gaied throughcommercial art when he wanted always to
concentrate on more lofty projects that would ennoble art and his birthplace.

Interest in Mucha's distinctive style experienced a strong revival in the 1960s (with a general interest i
Art Nouveay and is particularly evident in the psychedelic posterdagshash and the Coloured Cdae
collective name for two British artists, Michael English and Nigel Waymouth, who designed posters for
groups such as Pink Floyd and The Incredible String Band.

It has continued to experience periodic revivals of interest for illustrators and artists. It is an
acknowledged influence foBtuckist painter Paul Harvey The Japanesenangaartist Naoko Takeahi
released a series of official posters depicting five of the main characters from her mandgsaderiddoon
mimicking Mucha's style. Another manga artist, the 1962 bdasakazu Katsurdas also mimicked
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Mucha's style several times. Comic book artist and culdamvel ComicsEditor in ChiefJoe Quesadalso
borrowed heavily from Mucha's techniques for a series of covers, posters, and@iimdsoreandsludge
metalband Soilent Green used a picture by Mucha for the cover of their &bwm Mouth Secrets

Among his many other accomplishments, Mucha was also the founder of Czech Freemasonry.

The Stamps

Czechosl ovakiads first definitives bear a pict
series of printings, one of which was imperforate, and two perforated. Some of the details involving 1) «
sunrise in the upper right backgroundti2¢ presence or absence of foliage in the lower foreground and 3)
|l ines within the foliage have created various 1t
cover (Figure 4) and single perforated mint examples (Figure 5) show the ugpess Also accompanying
this article are examples of the postage due stamps. Mucha designed the earliest newspaper stamps
Czechoslovakia as well. His signature can be seen in the lower left corner of all of these issues (see arro
and Figure 6).

USTR. ZAVOD POST. ZNAMKAMI

{”  Braog
' 43

ot BRNO, WIESEROVA Ul &[S, 12

Figure 4

Cover franked with Mucha designed Stamps

Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter Vol. 77, No. 12 December 2009 9


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marvel_Comics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Quesada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grindcore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sludge_metal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sludge_metal

The top of the definitive issue is framed with stylized sprigs of linden tree (Tilia Parvifolia, Basswood)
leave® since this tree is traditionally a Slavic symbol. Tdeey of issue of the first Hradcany stamps;
December 18, 1918; is now commemorathually a s t he ADay of the Cze
Commemorative stamps were issued on tHeal 50" anniversaries of this hoky containing a portrait
of Mucha and cogs of a few of his paintings.

g.

Figure 5

Figure 6

References:

1. Hujer, Adolf. Alfons Mucha on Stamp3.he CzechoslovaRhilatelist Nov 89, pp46
2. Lowey, J. W. (New York menu designed by Alfons Mucha). News and ViBvesCzechoslovaRhilatelist Sept., 1946, page
52.

3. Nekvasil, Ji€é¢2. Al phonse NhecCheahpslovaRhdateseMay, iP67epp. 784 Fi r s t
4 . Nov§éek, Jind¢€ich. Czechosl ovaPRkS).dheLzethostowmPhilaklstsAprd, g e S
1959, pp. 562.

5. Sabol, Edward J. Alfons Much&he CzechoslovaRhilatelist December1983, pp. 710.
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TRAVEL KANSAS 8 EAST TO WESTA NORTH TO SOUTH by Neal E. Danielson

Travel Kansasd Northbranch or North Branch, Kansas is |
located in Jewell County (Figures 1 & 2) in the north west corner close_] |I!

HiE

to the Nebraska border. The mapFigure 2 shows the town as North L1

Branch, which the town was called when it was changed fitem - 3 -
original name ofQuaker Point established in 1875 with a post office ‘JIZ mENE
opening on Septembef'l The change took place on March 19, 18 Figure 1

then was changedgain to Northbranch December 1d,894. The
Kansas Historical Society shows that the North Branch post office
closed December 10, 1959 and the Northbranch post office closed
December 31, 1959. Helbock in his publicationUsfited States Post i A {® Harrlson \» 7171
Offices Volume II The Great Plains1998, slows Northbranch open‘ S
from 18781959.

Jewell County, Kansas

The Post Card in Figure 3 is postmarked with a-fwmar CDS from
Northbranch, Kansas on December 8, A%nd mailed to Otego,=:

8, 1910.0tego islocated in Jewell County along the Central Branch:
t he Rock I sl and Rai touteoraw khewn &shhe
KYLE Railroad. The only thing left in the town is the post office an
is about to fall down. The Otego post office was established iNoge
11, 1887 and closed on March 15, 1954.

Figure 2

Jewell County ca 1899

AT T .
| . ; ut- lm-u"\m .
E . ) s #, =\
\ = 7 ~ Y o |7 RARIE
1Y S 'a

2/ ¢

%ﬁ;«m
sk
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ITE

Figure 3

Post Card postmarked Northbranch Kansas Dec. 8, 1910
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Jewell County is located 150 miles to the west of the Missouri River and was organized in 1870. The
County Seat is Mankato although Burr Oak is larger in population. The County was aféenédeutenant
Colonel Lewis R. Jewell,"6Kansas Calvary, who died November 30, 1862, of wounds received in the battle
of Cane Hill, Arkansas on November 28, 186@/hite Rock Creek flows east, and empties into the
Republican River in Republic County the eastToday Lovewell Reservoir has been built to hold back the
water before it flows into the River.

Reference:
Blue Skyways websitehttp://skyways.lib.ks.us

Return to DecemberContents Go to WSC Home Page
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DONOGT SWEAT THE S MA#9byNes d ddnfeidon

This is the ninth in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collecttwat you would

like to share please let me know.

A Christmas greeting with love card, from Selden (Seld8hgridan County, Kansas (Figures 1 & 2) to
Kanona, Decatur County, Kansas (Figures 3 &4), in 1906.

Macgraw

Seldon. .- e
forirs UL
Y P

2 — Gy
S5 R Elliott

e
5 Museum'!

"I°. Phelps o

Figure 28 Sheridan County

m

T

%

Figure 38 Decatur County

Figure 5

Small Christmagard

The Selden post office was establishaty J
21, 1888 and is still in operation. The Kanor
postoffice was originally established as Altory
post office on Sept. 13, 1881 and was chandg
to Kanona post office April 2, 1887 and closs

March 31, 1955.

Ka

Ye

Figure 40 Decatur County Railroad Map 1899

The Selden postmark was Dec 28 1906 and

nsas and posted obec 28 1906.

ars Day.

L

/&L/L/L " ﬁ -
ARTISTIC SERILS, PA-P#’L A’I.'Cl S-Sgﬁl

APPOLK
{ING A-l') QhE N ALE

/@M%w

TO THEIR MAJ! S'Hr_s THE

Christmas CaréBelden to Kanonatbe nni ngs f

Wichita Stamp Club Newsle

Figure 6

or

mailed to Kona, Kans but not spelled correctly
and was delivered to Kanona, Decatur County,

The

individual was not living in Kanona at the time so
was postmarked from Kanona on Dec 31 1906
and mailed to Jennings, Decatur County, Kansas
and arrived and posted on Jan 1 1®0ew

13



The Jennings post office was originally established as Slab City post office Oct. 22, 1874 and wa:
changed to Jennings post office on Oct. 15, 1879 and is still operating.

The Christmas card measur es heardwadimported tb the Uhited i
St ates. The printed information on the card r eeé¢
and Queen Alexandrao in middl e of% Raplael ducka& Sonsa t
Limited, Londo, Paris, Newyor ko ( Fi gure 6) .

The card is franked with a 1A Benjamin Frankli

Reference:
Blue Skyways websitéttp://skyways.lib.ks.us/

Return to DecemberContents Go to WSC Home Page
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AMBASSADOR OF GOOD WILL byNeal E. Danielson

Somewhere between the Caribbean Sea and the North Pi R e e W S
Ocean lies country that was first settled as a Spanish colony )
Panama in the early &entury.That small colony became Nicaragu
in Central America between Costa Rica and Honduras. See im;
right for more details. Nicaragua (Figure 1) declared its Independ(z Golo 0
from Spain in 1821 and the country became an Independent Rep"*;
in 1838. The Caribbean coast of the Republic was occupied by Br -
in the first half of the 19 century, but grdually ceded control of the Corir‘l\to\.\\"\l‘e?
region in subsequent decades.

Puerio |
Cal:leza.s:’;

| Caribbean
| Sea
q
. 1SLAS DEL
SL0 T Malz

[#5

* MANAGUA .
& BluefioigghE!l Bl =

\ ANAG

G(gnada‘-f e
L _\.' — N,

Hw\as‘h
P
=

1 11 1 1 NORTH
Violent opposition to governmental manipulation and corrupt{ J*"*

spread to all classes by 1978 and resulted in a-Bhedt civil war that | ocean 5 S
brought the Marxist Sandinista guerrillas to power 874 (NN
Nicaraguan aid to leftist rebels in El Salvador caused the United Srare= - )

e Nl b
to sponsor antbandinista contra guerrillas through much of the 19¢

Figurel

Map of Nicaragua

Free elections in 1990, 1996, and 2001, saw the Sandinisias
defeated, but voting in 2006 announdbd return of former Sandinista President Daniel Ortega Saavedra.
Ni caraguad i nfr a§ bardiithy the earliea aivill waeanhy blurricane Mitch in 1998
are slowly being rebuilt.

Hurricane Mitch was not the only disaster that acied this small country. Back on March 1931 a
major earthquake hit the area. One of Americas best known Ambassa@aod Will at the time wanone
other than Will RogerdWill was a marthat dways thought of himselfirst asa caring member of tHeuman
race,then American,and finally a Cherokee Indiana faithful husband and a father. Inside himself, Will
remained a simple Oklahoma cowboy who said: dal r

'S

ARCULAWILL Rocs <=
:

AMBASSADOR
OF ' GOOD WILL

HONORED BY
NICARAGUA

Figure 20 First Day of Issue Cover Commemorating Will Rogers Visit to Nicaragua
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Will Rogers flew to Managua, the Capital ¢
Nicaragua following theearthquake on March 31
1931. Will Rogers was killed in an airplane crag
on August 15, 1935 in Bayw, Alaska along wh a
pilot friend Wiley Post.On March 31, 1939 thsg
Nicaragua Post issued five (5) air mail stam
commemorating Will Rogedsvisit following the
earthquake. Shown below is a first day of iss
cover franked with the stamps: C236L AWwiill
Rogers and View of Managua; C232 A Ro

standing beside plane; C2383 A Leavir ' Figure3
office; C239- 4 A Rogers and |
C230-5A Managua after ea. . inqgquun-w.

The back of the cover (Figur e i8Parkvssusd Janr1®30laedch w
15A (Scott #660) green National Pal ace Managua
has been memorialized in many ways and by numerous individuals, organizations and countries.

Return to DecemberContents Go to WSC Home Page
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NOW THATOS | NTIEBRIBMSTI NG

| came across this postal card in a $1.00 box at a
Philatelic Garage Sale and it caught my eye and
thought that it would make a good Newsletter story.
The post al card is a 1A Thomas
postmarked from Arkansas City, Kans. on Aug 10
1940 and mailed to a person in Washington, D. C.
The interesting aspect of this postal card is the
manner in which the person sent the message!!!

MY SWEET SALLY
HAVE Flat Tires?
on the Plymouth Rain
Fell August 9, 1940
a Dog is a Pest

so send it to AThe I sl e of Dogso
for breakfast and see Salad Dressing

Your s til!]l Mountain Peaks
Shack ?

Pencil is OldFashion

Now Thatodéds I nteresting!!

ADo you s e eNowkoa try ybur herele . 0
at decoding the message!!! Let the Editor know your
results

Jef ferson
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