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THE CHINA CORNER ñHISTORY AND CULTURE ON  STAMPS  by Dennis Murphy 

   

55 DAYS AT PEKING  ï Part II  

 

        The Boxer Rebellion movement which swept across North China at the turn of the twentieth century 

was a true grass roots movement of a people who saw their way of life crumbling and believed that the cause 

of their distress lay with the grotesque foreign Westerners who were infesting their country. Boxers from 

widely scattered villages across upper China seemed to intuitively know when to rise up and direct their feet 

toward the capital. As they went along they joined with other groups of Boxers as well as villagers who fell 

in with them. Their numbers swelled to tens of thousands. Along the way, they tore up whatever railroad 

tracks, telegraph lines, schools, churches and even stores selling foreign goods that they encountered. 

                     

        While the Boxers were rampaging throughout the countryside, most of the foreign residents in the cities 

chose to ignore the early reports of atrocities that reached them. The foreignersô insouciance was the result of 

their arrogance and a generally held belief that the Boxer movement was a ñChinese Matter.ò  The foreigners 

convinced themselves that the Boxers would soon be put down by Chinese Imperial forces. What they did 

not know was that the Boxers were being secretly encouraged and aided by the very Chinese government 

they expected to handle the situation. 

 

        As the first groups of Boxers began to converge upon the cities, their first targets were the foreign villas 

on the citiesô outskirts, which they quickly put to the torch.  Finally shaken from their complacency, most of 

Beijingôs foreign community fled to the relative safety of the walled Legation Quarter (Figure 1), located 

adjacent to the Imperial Palace. They were soon joined by hundreds of terrified Chinese  Protestants. Most 

Chinese Catholics sought sanctuary in Peitang, the fortress-like North Cathedral, located in another part of 

the city (Figure 2). 

        It was only when it became too obvious that there would be no Chinese army to interdict an invasion by 

thousands of Boxers that the British authorities belatedly sent out a plea for help by telegraph, just before the 

lines were cut. 

 

        To the north of Beijing, the city of Tianjin came under attack by the Boxers who quickly occupied the 

Chinese quarter of the city.  The foreign enclave was able to hold the Boxers at bay, thanks in large part to 

the efforts of a young American mining engineer named Herbert Hoover. 

 

Figure 1 

Legation Entrance 

Figure 2 

North Cathedral 
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Figure 3 

Boxer Damage to Legation Quarter 

         Hoover had come to North China to help locate coal deposits. When the Boxers threatened the city, the 

future 31st President of the United States took charge of organizing makeshift fortifications that, ultimately, 

saved the foreign community. 

 

        Meanwhile in Beijing the various foreign communities haggled over which country should lead the 

defense effort. In the end, the British won out and quickly assumed overall command of the Legation 

districtôs defense. Merging their forces under a unified command greatly enhanced the effective utilization of 

available resources. Even so, the situation looked hopeless. There were only 507 total Legation guards plus 

volunteers who would have to face 20,000 Boxers. 

 

        On the morning of June 20, 1900, large numbers 

of Boxers began massing around the Legation 

Quarter. At 4:00 in the afternoon they began 

shouting, ñSha! Sha! Sha!ò meaning, ñKill! Kill! 

Kill! ò Thousands of screaming Boxers, mostly armed 

with swords and spears, charged the compound walls. 

Though vastly outnumbered, the Legation guards 

held their ground, directing murderous rifle and 

machine gun fire against the assailants. So many 

Boxers were killed by the defendersô devastating 

fusillade that their piled up bodies soon became an 

impediment to the attackers behind them. Eventually 

the attack faltered and the Boxers fell back. Against 

all odds, the defenders had held the fortification at a 

loss of sixty troops.  Damage was done by the Boxerôs 

to the wall surrounding the Legation Quarter as shown 

in the accompanying postcard (Figure 3).  

 

        The Boxer attackers never successfully breached the walls of the diplomatic quarter though the 

defenders eventually pulled back to a more easily defensible perimeter. The Boxer offensive soon settled into 

a siege that wore on through the heat of the summer. The Boxers engaged in a type of psychological warfare 

against the defenders by creating a nerve-wracking, round-the-clock cacophony of bullets whizzing by, 

gongs being beaten, enemy jeers, cannon shells exploding and the popping of endless strings of firecrackers. 

 

       Amid such noise, sleep became almost impossible and exhaustion took its toll upon the defenders.   

While a few people did crack under the strain, many others discovered reserves of strength they might, 

otherwise, never have known they possessed. Most of the defenders found relief from the tension by 

throwing themselves into the work of strengthening the fortifications. Women spent their time cutting up 

bolts of beautiful brocade cloth and sewing the material into sacks to make sandbags. Men filled the bags and 

stacked them, eventually raising the level of the walls by ten feet. Everyone pitched in and contributed to the 

common defense. Considering the numbers involved, the Boxers should have easily overrun the foreign 

Legations. What saved the situation were the high level of discipline among the defenders and a 

corresponding lack of coordinated leadership among the Boxers. Less obvious at the time but extremely 

critical to the Legationsô survival was the fact that some Chinese officials privately disapproved of the Boxer 

attack and, quietly, worked to blunt its effectiveness.         
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        The Empress Dowager (Figure 4), the woman who actually ruled China behind the scenes through a 

weak puppet emperor, had been praying that Heaven would rid her country of the scourge of foreign 

influence.   She began to see the Boxers as Heavenôs answer to her prayers.   On June 21, convinced that the 

Boxers would ultimately prevail, she made the cardinal mistake of formally declaring war upon the foreign 

powers.  This would result in disastrous consequences for China.                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 

Dowager Empress 

Figure 5 

Battle for Beijing 

Figure 6 

Capture of Taku Fort at Tianjin  
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        While the siege of Beijing was raging, an international relief force comprised of 20,000 troops from 

eight nations was dispatched to China (Figure 5).  In the absence of any communication from Beijing, the 

Eight Nation Alliance assumed the worst and directed their efforts to relieving Tianjin first, taking Taku Fort 

along the way (Figure 6). From Tianjin they marched to Beijing, arriving on the 55
th
 day of the siege.   They 

were astonished to discover that most of Beijingôs foreign community had survived the maelstrom.  Once the 

Legations were secured, Allied troops engaged in a disgraceful rampage of looting the Imperial Palaces, 

wanton vandalism, rape, and indiscriminately shooting down anyone remotely suspected of being a Boxer.  

           
        As the foreign troops marched into Beijing, the Empress Dowager hastily changed from her elegant 

robes into the simple blue jacket and trousers of a peasant woman.  In this disguise she made her escape from 

the palace riding on a donkey cart bringing the puppet Emperor in tow. Once safely removed from the 

capital, she announced  that  she  would  be  making a ótourô of Chinaôs southern provinces. She would not 

return to the capital until the terms of Chinaôs capitulation, known as the óBoxer Protocol, as well as her own 

safe resumption of power had been negotiated and agreed upon. 

 

        The destruction of the Boxer movement sounded the death knell for the Qing Dynasty that had ruled 

China for two and a half centuries.   The dynasty collapsed eleven years later. 

 

        Today, many Chinese regard the Boxer Rebellion as a patriotic movement.   In fact, the Chinese do not 

even refer to the episode as the óBoxer rebellion.ô   The Chinese view of what took place during the summer 

of 1900 can be summed up by what they call it: óBa guo lian jun,ô meaning (the invasion of) óThe Eight 

Nation Alliance.ô 

 

        As demonstrated in this article a number of 

postcards were produced to commemorate the 

Boxer event.  The French produced most of the 

cards.  Figure 7 was produced by France and is 

franked with a stamp from French Indo-China post 

office, possibly around 1904.   

 

        Pictured are members of the various nationsô 

forces that occupied the major cities of North China 

after putting down the Boxers. This particular 

photograph was taken in Tianjin (called óTientsinô 

by the foreign community in those days). The Eight 

Nation Alliance included soldiers from Austria-

Hungary, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, 

Great Britain and the United States of America.  It 

appears that most of those countriesô soldiers are 

represented in the photo. The men in the big hats 

are U. S. Marines. There is a Brit and a number of 

colonial troops in turbans. It looks as though 

Russian troops at the left front.  There is a Japanese 

in an overcoat at the right. Probably French and  

Italian  in  the  center  and others I cannot identify. 

 

 

         Even Great Britainôs Royal Mail Service entered the battle when they produced stamps for the  British 

troops when they rushed to China to put down the Boxer insurrection.  They used British ñIndia Postò stamps 

overprinted óC.E.F.ò (Figure 8), meaning ñChina Expeditionary Forceò. What you see is the complete first 

Figure 7 

Internationale Gruppe - Tientsin 
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issue from 1900-1904 bearing the likeness of Queen Victoria. In 1904 her image was replaced by that of 

King Edward VII. In1913 Edwardôs image was replaced by that of King George V, all still overprinted 

óC.E.F.ô. Then from 1917-1921 the India Post stamps used in China were replaced by Hong Kong issue 

stamps also bearing King George V likeness but now overprinted óChinaô rather than óC.E.F.ô 
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China Expeditionary Force Stamps 
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ALPHONSE MUCHA AND THE ART NOUVEAU OF EARLY CZECHOSLOVAKIAN STAMPS  

 by Jeff Lough 

        Alphonse Maria Mucha (Pronounced mu-ha) (24 July 1860 ï 14 July 1939) was a Czech Art Nouveau 

painter and decorative artist. He produced many paintings, illustrations, advertisements and designs.  He 

designed Czechoslovakiaôs first definitive postal series, newspaper stamps, and special delivery stamps.  He 

was later celebrated by commemoratives issued by modern Czechoslovakia. 

 

        Mucha was born in the town of Ivanļice, Moravia.  He worked at 

decorative painting jobs in Moravia, mostly painting theatrical scenery, then 

in 1879 moved to Vienna to work for a leading Viennese theatrical design 

company, while informally furthering his artistic education. When a fire 

destroyed his employer's business in 1881 he returned to Moravia, doing 

freelance decorative and portrait painting. Count Karl Khuen of Mikulov 

hired Mucha to decorate Hruġovany Emmahof Castle with murals, and was 

impressed enough that he agreed to sponsor Muchaôs formal training at the 

Munich Academy of Fine Arts.  

 

        Muchaôs poster of Maude Adams as Joan of Arc, 1909 is featured in 

Figure 1, just to give you a feel for his outstanding art work. 

 

        Mucha moved to Paris in 1887, and continued his studies at Acad®mie 

Julian and Acad®mie Colarossi while also producing magazine and 

advertising illustrations. Around Christmas 1894, Mucha happened to drop 

into a print shop where there was a sudden and unexpected demand for a new 

poster to advertise a play starring Sarah Bernhardt, the most famous actress in 

Paris, at the Th®©tre de la Renaissance on the Boulevard Saint-Martin. Mucha 

volunteered to produce a lithographed poster within two weeks, and on 1 

January 1895, the advertisement for the play Gismonda by Victorien Sardou 

appeared on the streets of the city.  The poster was an overnight sensation and 

announced the new artistic style and its creator to the citizens of Paris.  

Bernhardt was so satisfied with the success of that first poster that she entered 

into a six years contract with Mucha. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

article continued below 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

Muchaôs Poster of Maude Adams as Joan 

of Arc 
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       Mucha produced a flurry of paintings, posters, 

advertisements, and book illustrations, as well as 

designs for jewelry, carpets, wallpaper, and 

theatre sets in what was initially called the Mucha 

Style but became known as Art Nouveau (French 

for 'new art').  Muchaôs works frequently featured 

beautiful healthy young women in flowing 

vaguely Neoclassical looking robes, often 

surrounded by lush flowers which sometimes 

formed haloes behind the women's heads. In 

contrast with contemporary poster makers he used 

paler, pastel colors. These were later reproduced 

on several Czechoslovakian stamps (Figures 2 & 

3): ñMusic,ò Scott #1634  (30h);  ñPaintingò  Scott  

#1635 (60h);  and ñDanceò Scott #1636 (1k) in 

Figure 2 and ñRubyò and ñAmethystò Scott #1637 

(2.40k) in Figure 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        The 1900 Universal Exhibition in Paris spread the "Mucha styleò internationally.
 [4]

   He decorated the 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Pavilion and collaborated in the Austrian Pavilion. His Art Nouveau style was often 

imitated. However, this was a style that Mucha attempted to distance himself from throughout his life; he 

insisted always that, rather than adhering to any fashionable stylistic form, his paintings came purely from 

within and Czech art. He declared that art existed only to communicate a spiritual message, and nothing 

more; hence his frustration at the fame he gained through commercial art, when he wanted always to 

concentrate on more lofty projects that would ennoble art and his birthplace. 

 

        Interest in Mucha's distinctive style experienced a strong revival in the 1960s (with a general interest in 

Art Nouveau)
 
and is particularly evident in the psychedelic posters of Hapshash and the Coloured Coat, the 

collective name for two British artists, Michael English and Nigel Waymouth, who designed posters for 

groups such as Pink Floyd and The Incredible String Band.                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                        

        It has continued to experience periodic revivals of interest for illustrators and artists. It is an 

acknowledged influence for Stuckist painter Paul Harvey.
 
The Japanese manga artist Naoko Takeuchi 

released a series of official posters depicting five of the main characters from her manga series Sailor Moon 

mimicking Mucha's style. Another manga artist, the 1962 born Masakazu Katsura has also mimicked 

Figure 3 

Figure 2 
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Mucha's style several times. Comic book artist and current Marvel Comics Editor in Chief Joe Quesada also 

borrowed heavily from Mucha's techniques for a series of covers, posters, and prints. Grindcore and sludge 

metal band Soilent Green used a picture by Mucha for the cover of their album Sewn Mouth Secrets.  

 

     Among his many other accomplishments, Mucha was also the founder of Czech Freemasonry. 

 

The Stamps 

 

     Czechoslovakiaôs first definitives bear a picture of Hradcany Castle.  This stamp went through several 

series of printings, one of which was imperforate, and two perforated.  Some of the details involving 1) a 

sunrise in the upper right background 2) the presence or absence of foliage in the lower foreground and 3) 

lines within the foliage have created various types which are generally noted in Scottôs.   The accompanying 

cover (Figure 4) and single perforated mint examples (Figure 5) show the various types.  Also accompanying 

this article are examples of the postage due stamps.  Mucha designed the earliest newspaper stamps for 

Czechoslovakia as well.  His signature can be seen in the lower left corner of all of these issues (see arrows 

and Figure 6). 

 

 

 

Figure 4 

Cover franked with Mucha designed Stamps 
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     The top of the definitive issue is framed with stylized sprigs of linden tree (Tilia Parvifolia, Basswood) 

leavesðsince this tree is traditionally a Slavic symbol. The day of issue of the first Hradcany stamps; 

December 18, 1918; is now commemorated annually as the ñDay of the Czechoslovakian Stamp.ò  

Commemorative stamps were issued on the 40
th
 and 50

th
  anniversaries of this holiday containing a portrait 

of Mucha and copies of a few of his paintings. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

References:  

 

1.  Hujer, Adolf. Alfons Mucha on Stamps.  The Czechoslovak Philatelist.  Nov 89, pp4-6 

2.  Lowey, J. W. (New York menu designed by Alfons Mucha). News and Views. The Czechoslovak Philatelist. Sept., 1946, page 

52. 

3.  Nekvasil, Jiĉ². Alphonse Mucha, the Designer of First Czech Stamps. The Czechoslovak Philatelist. May, 1967, pp. 72-74. 

4.  Nov§éek, Jindĉich.  Czechoslovakiaôs First Postage Stamps.  (Repr. from STAMPS). The Czechoslovak Philatelist. April, 

1959, pp. 56-62. 

5.  Sabol, Edward J.  Alfons Mucha.  The Czechoslovak Philatelist.  December, 1983, pp. 7-10. 

 

 

 

Return to December Contents    Go to WSC Home Page 

  

Figure 5 
Figure 6 

http://www.wichitastampclub.org/


Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter       Vol. 77, No. 12          December 2009 11 

TRAVEL KANSAS ðEAST TO WESTðNORTH TO SOUTH by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        Travel KansasðNorthbranch or North Branch, Kansas is 

located in Jewell County (Figures 1 & 2) in the north west corner close 

to the Nebraska border.  The map in Figure 2 shows the town as North 

Branch, which the town was called when it was changed from its 

original name of Quaker Point established in 1875 with a post office 

opening on September 1
st
.  The change took place on March 19, 1878 

then was changed again to Northbranch December 10, 1894. The 

Kansas Historical Society shows that the North Branch post office 

closed December 10, 1959 and the Northbranch post office closed 

December 31, 1959.  Helbock in his publication of United States Post 

Offices Volume II ï The Great Plains, 1998, shows Northbranch open 

from 1878-1959. 

 

        The Post Card in Figure 3 is postmarked with a four-bar CDS from 

Northbranch, Kansas on December 8, 1910 and mailed to Otego, 

Kansas. The card has a four-bar CDS from Otego, Kansas on December 

8, 1910. Otego is located in Jewell County along the Central Branch of 

the Rock Island Railroadôs Chicago to Denver route, now known as the 

KYLE Railroad.   The only thing left in the town is the post office and it 

is about to fall down. The Otego post office was established November 

11, 1887 and closed on March 15, 1954.                                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 

Jewell County ca 1899 

Figure 1 

Jewell County, Kansas 

Figure 3 

Post Card postmarked Northbranch, Kansas Dec. 8, 1910 
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        Jewell County is located 150 miles to the west of the Missouri River and was organized in 1870.  The 

County Seat is Mankato although Burr Oak is larger in population.  The County was named after Lieutenant-

Colonel Lewis R. Jewell, 6
th
 Kansas Calvary, who died November 30, 1862, of wounds received in the battle 

of Cane Hill, Arkansas on November 28, 1862. White Rock Creek flows east, and empties into the 

Republican River in Republic County to the east. Today Lovewell Reservoir has been built to hold back the 

water before it flows into the River. 
 

 

Reference: 

Blue Skyways website:  http://skyways.lib.ks.us  
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DONõT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF #9  by Neal E. Danielson 

 

     This is the ninth in a series of articles relating to small post cards and small covers so if you have any in your collection that you would 

like to share please let me know.   

 

     A Christmas greeting with love card, from Selden (Seldon), Sheridan County, Kansas (Figures 1 & 2) to 

Kanona, Decatur County, Kansas (Figures 3 &4), in 1906. 

 
 

         Figure 2ðSheridan County 

 

      Figure 3ðDecatur County 

 

 
   Figure 1ðSheridan County Railroad Map 1899                                                                                         Figure 4ðDecatur County Railroad Map 1899 

 

 

 

        The Selden postmark was Dec 28 1906 and 

mailed to Kona, Kans but not spelled correctly 

and was delivered to Kanona, Decatur County, 

Kansas and posted on Dec 28 1906.  The 

individual was not living in Kanona at the time so 

was postmarked from Kanona on Dec 31 1906 

and mailed to Jennings, Decatur County, Kansas 

and arrived and posted on Jan 1 1907ðNew 

Years Day. 

 

 

     The Selden post office was established July 

21, 1888 and is still in operation.  The Kanona 

post office was originally established as Altory 

post office on Sept. 13, 1881 and was changed 

to Kanona post office April 2, 1887 and closed 

March 31, 1955. 
 

 

 

Figure 5 

Small Christmas Card 

Figure 6 

Christmas Card-Selden to Kanona to Jennings for 1Â 
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        The Jennings post office was originally established as Slab City post office Oct. 22, 1874 and was 

changed to Jennings post office on Oct. 15, 1879 and is still operating. 

 

        The Christmas card measures 4 ı inch by 3 İ inch (Figure 5). The card was imported to the United 

States.  The printed information on the card reads: ñPublishers by Appointment óTo Their Majesties the King 

and Queen Alexandraò in middle of card and at the bottom: ñArtistic Series -- Raphael Tuck & Sons, 

Limited, London, Paris, New-Yorkò (Figure 6). 

 

        The card is franked with a 1Â Benjamin Franklin (Scott #300) stamp.                                                                                                              

 

 

 

Reference:   

Blue Skyways website: http://skyways.lib.ks.us/  

 

 

 

Return to December Contents    Go to WSC Home Page  

http://skyways.lib.ks.us/
http://www.wichitastampclub.org/


Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter       Vol. 77, No. 12          December 2009 15 

AMBASSADOR OF GOOD WILL by Neal E. Danielson 

 

        Somewhere between the Caribbean Sea and the North Pacific 

Ocean lies country that was first settled as a Spanish colony from 

Panama in the early 16
th
 century. That small colony became Nicaragua 

in Central America between Costa Rica and Honduras. See map at 

right for more details.  Nicaragua (Figure 1) declared its Independence 

from Spain in 1821 and the country became an Independent Republic 

in 1838.  The Caribbean coast of the Republic was occupied by Britain 

in the first half of the 19
th
 century, but gradually ceded control of the 

region in subsequent decades. 

 

        Violent opposition to governmental manipulation and corruption 

spread to all classes by 1978 and resulted in a short-lived civil war that 

brought the Marxist Sandinista guerrillas to power in 1979.  

Nicaraguan aid to leftist rebels in El Salvador caused the United States 

to sponsor anti-Sandinista contra guerrillas through much of the 1980s. 

   

        Free elections in 1990, 1996, and 2001, saw the Sandinistas 

defeated, but voting in 2006 announced the return of former Sandinista President Daniel Ortega Saavedra.  

Nicaraguaô infrastructure and economy ï hard hit by the earlier civil war and by Hurricane Mitch in 1998 ï 

are slowly being rebuilt. 

 

        Hurricane Mitch was not the only disaster that impacted this small country.  Back on March 1931 a 

major earthquake hit the area.  One of Americas best known Ambassadors of Good Will at the time was none 

other than Will Rogers. Will was a man that always thought of himself first as a caring member of the human 

race, then American, and finally a Cherokee Indian; a faithful husband and a father.  Inside himself, Will 

remained a simple Oklahoma cowboy who said: ñI never met a man I didnôt like.ò 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 2ðFirst Day of Issue Cover Commemorating Will Rogers Visit to Nicaragua   

Figure 1 

Map of Nicaragua 
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       Will Rogers flew to Managua, the Capital of 

Nicaragua following the earthquake on March 31, 

1931. Will Rogers was killed in an airplane crash 

on August 15, 1935 in Barrow, Alaska along with a 

pilot friend Wiley Post. On March 31, 1939 the 

Nicaragua Post issued five (5) air mail stamps 

commemorating Will Rogersô visit following the 

earthquake.  Shown below is a first day of issue 

cover franked with the stamps:  C236 - 1Â Will 

Rogers and View of Managua; C237 - 2Â Rogers 

standing beside plane; C238 - 3Â Leaving airport 

office; C239 - 4Â Rogers and US Marines; and 

C230 - 5Â Managua after earthquake. 

 

    The back of the cover (Figure 3) was franked with a 6Â (Scott #677) Dario Park issued Jan. 1939 and a 

15Â (Scott #660) green National Palace Managua overprinted ñVale un Centavo 1939ò in red.  Will Rogers 

has been memorialized in many ways and by numerous individuals, organizations and countries.  
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Figure 3 

 

http://www.wichitastampclub.org/


Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter       Vol. 77, No. 12          December 2009 17 

NOW THATôS INTERESTING!! by TOM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        I came across this postal card in a $1.00 box at a 

Philatelic Garage Sale and it caught my eye and 

thought that it would make a good Newsletter story.  

The postal card is a 1Â Thomas Jefferson (UX26), 

postmarked from Arkansas City, Kans. on Aug 10 

1940 and mailed to a person in Washington, D. C.   

The interesting aspect of this postal card is the 

manner in which the person sent the message!!! 
  

            MY SWEET SALLY 

           HAVE Flat Tires?  

    on the Plymouth            Rain 

            Fell  August 9, 1940 

          a Dog is a Pest 

   so send it to ñThe Isle of Dogsò 

    for breakfast and see   Salad Dressing 

       Yourôs till Mountain Peaks  

         Shack ? 

     Pencil is Old-Fashion 

 

 

Now Thatôs Interesting!! 
 

 

 

     ñDo you see what I see.ò  Now you try your hand 

at decoding the message!!!  Let the Editor know your 

results. 
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